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STARS IN THE MOVIE - МОУ/Ө 


S DOUG QUAID YOU HAVE BEEN 
HAUNTED BY RECURRING DREAMS 
OF ANOTHER LIFE ON MARS, YOU 
ARE DRAWN TO REKALL INCORPORATED. 5 
А UNIQUE TRAVEL SERVICE SPECIALIZING D 
IN IMPLANTING FANTASIES, INTO THE MINDS ү 
OF THOSE WHO DESIRE TO TURN THEIR 
DREAMS INTO REALITY. 
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YOUR TRUE IDENTITY YO! 
A JOURNEY OF МОМ? 


ИЕН 


үх MUST TRAVEL ТОМА 


MUTANTS, FUTURISTIC 

ARRAY OF WEAPONRY ALL 
EXECUTED GRAPHICS! 
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ICHESTER - M2 


AS YOUR DREAMS TURN INTO 
HIDEOUS NIGHTMARES 
SUDDENLY YOU'RE EVERY: MOVE IS 
MONITORED BY WOULD-BE ASSASINS 
YOU DISCOVER THE SURREAL TRUTH 


YOU'RE NOT YOU - 
ages М 


MARS ТО DISCOVER 

YOUR MISSION IS NOW 

STOP ACTION, STRANGE 

VEHICLES AND A STARTLING. 
CAPTURED IN SUPERBLY 

ANDA GAME PLAY THAT 

SUCCESS OF THE е 


Бе THE HORROR 
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Thot's өзе new Pink section, redesigned and refur 
ished to give you the industry's most comprehensi 
reference section for gamesplayers. In addition to the 
hardware and software listings, we've introduced 
monthly columns for nine major computer and comole 
formats, so if you own an ST, Amiga, PC, Spectrum. 
Amstrad, C64, Megadrive, Sega Master, or Gameboy 
you can turn to the Pinks each month for machine tpe- 
fic news and gossip. Adventure fans will find a new 
regular tips section hosted by Pat Winstanley. and 
retailer Dale Bradford begins a regular Pink Piece that 
gives you the industry viewpoint from another angle. 
Not only that. but you still get the indispensible ACE 
Diary, giving you monthly run-downs on release dates 
and events: the ACE Deals section with news of free- 
bies just round the corner, and of course the ACE 
Charts and Stockmarket. keeping you up to date with 
‘the hottest games around, 











ACE turns Turtle this month, but we 
haven't neglected those of you with a 


hunger for heavyweight gaming. Wildfire, the extraordinary sequel to 


Midwinter; 


imulcra, a stunningly playable Virus derivative from 


Microstyle; and Captive, an excellent combination of Dungeon Master 
graphics, RPG, and arcade action are just a few of the treats in this 
issue. We've also checked out the emerging CDTV software scene and 
highlighted a couple of development projects - the first wave of what 
promises to become a flood over the next six months. Plus news from 
Japan, Gameboy Paperboy and, when you've finished, a chance to relax 
in the Living Room of the Future in our CES preview feature. 
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оп page 26, pl 






UK Tur 
details 
jou could grab £100 
rth of Turtle goodies 
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It's a sad fact of life that only the fortunate few will 
ever get to experience Will Harvey's masterwork - 
The Immortal, 


Still, those of you who are lucky enough to possess 
Imb equipment or a monstrously generous maiden aunt 
and a birthday coming up, you're in for a rare treat. 


келен ru Using a uniquely realistic three quarter angle, you are 


lead through eight levels of labyrinth in a quest to find 
your long lost teacher Mordimar. In a world of intrigue 
and betrayal, mystery and blood curdling violence, you 
are pitted against the most ghoulishly lifelike opponents 
you'd never want to meet. 


All in all, this is one dungeon challenge that no true 
enthusiast can afford to miss - no matter what the cost. 





Electronic Arts, 11-49 Station Road, Langley, Nr. Slough, Berks SL3 ВҮМ. Tel: (0753) 49442. Fax: (0753) 4667 
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мол GAMEGEAN clou handheld console (pic supped by ASCH Corporation) 


GOING CONSOLE CRAZY 


Rik Haynes investigates the latest consoles to hit the circuit 


re you ready to become a console cow- 

boy? Are consoles really taking over? 
ACE looks at the leading consoles on the market 
and asks the UK's top software houses for their 
opinions and plans. 





C64 Games System (£99.99), console version 
of the C64, supplied with four-game compilation 
cartridge: Klax (Domark), Fiendish Freddy 
(Mindscape), Flimbo's Quest (System Three) and 
international Soccer (Commodore). Commodore 
believes there will be at least 100 C64 car 
tridges available before Christmas. Peter Biotta, 
Managing Director of Mirrorsott, states, 
"Mirorsoft want to make sure we produce the 
Tight type of game for each console". Mark 
‘Strachan, joint Managing Director of Domark, 
says; "Domark is producing five titles on the C64 
console including Vindicators and Cyberball. For 
the GX4000 we'll have Klax and Escape from the 
Planet of the Robot Monsters - plus three other 
games. All ten titles will hopefully be available for 
Christmas". Strachan adds, will be 
much bigger this year, but the Spec 
C64 micros aren't blown out of the water yet” 
Other companies producing C64 cartridges 
include Mindscape and Microprose. Peter Jones 
of Microprose says, "Well probably produce clas- 
sic games like Silent Service and Gunship - and 
new products such as Rick Dangerous І, 
Betrayal and International Soccer Challenge". US 
Gold is considering the following C64 carts: 
California Games, Infitrator, Impossible Mission 
1, Leaderboard and Gauntlet И. But Geoff Brown, 
Managing Director of US Gold, states: “Wel stil 
support C64 cassette and disk users". 
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Amstrad GX4000 (£99.99), 
sole version of the CPC 
micro with enhanced audio- 
visual hardware and Burning. 
Rubber games cartridge (see № 
pages 119120 for further. 
details. Ocean will be con- 


verting Robocop И, Batman 
The Move, Plotting, 

Operation Thunderbolt, Chase 
HQ and Shadow Warriors 
Unfortunately, Ocean was 
unavailable for comment as 


ACE went to press. Other 


GX4000 games include: Kick Off 1I (Anco), Crazy 
Cars 2 (Titus) and Pro Tennis Tour (Ubisoft) 
Electronic Arts currently has no plans to develop 
titles on either the GX4000 or C64 console 
because they are “too European”. Geoff Brown 
disagrees, “I want the Amstrad console to be 
successful because it's British. US Gold wil be 
releasing Epyx Worlds of Sport and Strider 1 on 
the GX4000' 


Nintendo Super Famicom (ТВА). ACE has 
heard this new 16bit console will be launched in 
Japan during November at a price of 25000yen 
(£100). It apparently features a customised 16 
bit central processor and incorporates a DMA 
circuit to speedup graphics and sound functions. 
The clock can be automatically switched to 
1.79MHz, 2.68МН2 or 3.58MHz. The CPU can 
access up to 12Mb of memory. The basic unit 
mes with 1278K RAM and 64K VRAM. Eight 
soun be played at the same time using its 
16bit PCM stereo sampler. А 32KHz sampling 
option is also available. К is reported that 
Nintendo will have thirty titles available at launch, 
including Populous (Electronic Arts), Dungeon 




















Master (FTL) and Sim City (Maxis). No European 
release date has been set for the Super 
Fami 














Sega Gamegear (ETBA), a colour handheld 
console with similar technology to the Sega 
Master System but can't use its games car 
trdges. It features 280А at 3.58MHz, 3. 
reen with resolution of 160x146, displays 32 
colours out of a palette of 4096, ВК RAM, 16K 
VRAM, three tone PSG sound and one noise 
channel. Gamegear has a builtin speaker and 
3.5mm headphone jack. It is 
powered by six AA batteries 
Up to eight players can linkup 
for multiplayer games. 
Gamegear will supposedly 
cost 19800yen (£79). A tuner 
to tum the Gamegear into а TV 
costs 12800yen (£51). Sega 
is using several Japanese soft 
ware houses to develop and 
transfer games such as Japan 
Computer System, Nihon Tele- 
Net, Micro Cabin, Wolf Team, 
Kaneko Works, Sigma Trade, 


System Soft and Namuko. The games to be 
developed and transferred include: Space. 
Harrier, Out Run, Wonderboy, Monaco GP and 
Future Zone II. Gamegear cartridge prices will 
be in the region of 3500yen (£14). Rumours sug: 
gest Origin's Ultima will also be released. It is 
believed Gamegear will be launched in Europe 
sometime in the first half of 91 — although Nick 
‘Alexander, the Managing Director of 
Virgin/Mastertronic (UK distributor of the Sega 
Master and Megadrive), thinks a British 
Gamegear price of between 5100-5150 more 
likely. 

Sega Megadrive (£189.99) to be launched in 
September with 20 games titles officially avail 
able over here before Christmas, including 
Space Harrier І, Ghouls 'n' Ghosts and Golden 
Axe. Cart prices range from £29.99.£39.99, the. 
Powerbase adapter (£39.99) lets you plugin and 
play Master System games. New Megadrive. 
games include Populous (Electronic Arts), 
Batman - The Movie (Sunsoft) and Super 
Monaco GP. An add-on CD-ROM drive for the 
Megadrive has been delayed until Spring 1991 
for an expected price of 40000уеп (£160), 


Nintendo Gameboy (£69.99), handheld сот 
sole comes with Tetris games cartridge. A 
wealth of good quality Gameboy games are. 
already available, including Batman - The Movie 
(Sunsoft), Double Dragon (Technos), Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles (Konami), Paperboy 
(Mindscape) and Super Mario Land. Geoff Heath, 
Managing Director of Mindscape UK, says, 
“Mindscape supports Nintendo because of the 
huge American and Japanese markets, We have 
Days of Thunder and Gauntlet II coming out on 
Gameboy later this year.” 


Sega Master System (579.99). US Gold is sup: 
porting the Master this Christmas with Gauntlet, 
Impossible Mission, Paperboy and Indiana Jones 
and the Last Crusade. Other USG games like. 
Leaderboard and Heroes of the Lance will be 
converted over to the Master next year. 


Nintendo Entertainment System (£79.99), 
bundled with Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles 
(Konami cartridge game for a 'imited period’ 
from September. Rumours suggest. the Turtles 
cart and price will be dropped when initial stocks 
sheltout. 


Lynx (£179.99), software is very scarce, Tengen 
is the only software developer really supporting 
the Lynx. Conversions of Paperboy, Klax and 
Vindicators are on their way before Christmas. 


Which console should you buy? As Geoff Brown 
puts it, "There are no winners or losers at the 
moment". This feeling is shared by most of the 
other software house bosses | spoke 10. “We 
want the micro and console to live happily 
together,” says Peter Bilotta. If it's any help to 
you, my personal fave console decks are cur- 
rently the Sega Megadrive and Nintendo 
Gameboy. These, along with the Commodore 
C64 Games System and Amstrad GX4000 video 
games consoles will be launched at CES (Earl's 
Court, 15-16 September, 10am-6pm). See page 
131 for the ACE opinion on this dilemma, 
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GAMEBOY GETS 
E-MOTIONAL 


re you smart? Do. 
es? Are you good enou; 
game? US Gold's 890-Rated ar 
zle game E-Motion has been converted 
the Gameboy. 
Released by Accolade and retitled to The 
Game Of Harmony, this original and addictive 
title is "an arcade game for the new age in 
which players must use a combination of strate 
gy, concentration and quick reflexes 
Harmony gameplay is simple but effe. 
"You're a single spinning sphere facing a series 
of 50 fantastic computer generated puzzles. 
Your goal? Knock similar balls together and 


ELIMINATE 
VIDEO 
THUMB 


nly the Americans can produc 
like the Thumb Master. | quote: 
Master is the hottest new home video g 
accessory, A must for home video game enthu 
siasts of all ages (six years to adult). It cover 
and helps protect the thumb against the so 
ness that results from pushing the buttons с 
handheld control pads of home video game 5у: 
tems. Neoprene's flexibility enables free move 
ment and agility of the thumb. It is form fitting 
and will not slip off the thumb. Thumb Master 
‘comes in seven hot colors - Black, Blue, Aqua, 
Purple, Fluorescent Green, Pink and Hot Pink 























a product 
humb 








in small, medium and large sizes. 





make them disappear. Sounds simple? Its not. 

Each puzzle is different and requires a different 

strategy. Hit the wrong balls together and they 
't clear the screen in time, 


дез. Beat this baby and 











multiply. if you 





the whole thing e 















you can сай yourself good. Until then, you're just 
a pretender 

ld this be the start of synergy software? 
“Strategic thinking x quick refiexes=total addic 





tion.” The Spectrum, Amiga, ST and PC versions 
of Е Мобоп were reviewed back in ACE 32, We 
ample of Gam 


nhs 





hope to have а review 
Harmo 
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Love. н and HARMONY on the Gameboy 
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DELUXEPAINT 
HITS ST 


lectronic Art: 
DeluxePaint art раска; 


is finally going to release its 
onto the ST. This 











popular program is already ‘the’ graphics soft 
ware standard on the Amiga - it is used by every 
games developer in the biz. Now EA is confi 





ently stating that DeluxePaint ST is "the ult 
nate graphics workstation for the ST 
eluxePaint ST combines paint, animation 
and printing in one package. Its art and anima- 
tion facilities are completely usable in 512K, and 
more drawing modes, drawing tools 
n than any other ST graphic utility.” 
EA is packing a comprehensive array of fea 
tures into DeluxePaint ST, including realtime 
magnification in every tool mode, fully control 
lable fourpoint bezier curves, nine drawing 
modes (such as усуе, blend and tint), 
multicoloured airbrushes allowing mixing of 
stencils for protecting specified areas 
reen, proportional colour fonts with six 
points of kerning, full font editor, three print 
yles (ordered, halftone and random), multiple 
printer resolutions, vertical and horizontal print 
ing, and colour poster printing 
DeluxePaint ST supports the extended STE 
lour ра or write all major 
graphic formats including Amiga IFF. It will be 
released in late September for an introductory 
price of £49.99dk (rising to £59.99 from the 
beginning ember) 





it boast: 


























360 ARCADE ATTACK 





ide with R360's official 
debut later in the autumn. Sega's next project is to 


TOUR OF THE UNIVERSE Losses spe pad Lure erre pere E 3 


An exciting new space travel simulation has just 








The classy three dee Sega shoot'em-up, Galaxy 
Force И, has been converted to the Fujitsu FM Towns 
Бу ся! (CSK Research institute). It costs 9800yen 


(039). CRI also handled the excellent FM Towns con- 

versions of Afterburner and Out Run. Games releas 

fs are starting to pick-up on this 32-bit Compact 
Dungeon Master, 


What's fun in the land of 
the Rising Sun? Find out 
1 courtesy of this new 

4 ^ monthly update by Rik 













ery 
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and 
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ik Boulderdash, the inturiatingly playable CEA classic 
from First Star Software, has just made an appear 

" ance on the Gameboy. Victor. 

t 





wait to grab a copy... look out 
for the ACE review. 
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IMPRESSIONS-RIVERBANK HOUSE-PUTNEY BRIDGE APPROACH-LONDON*SW6 3.0 





hit in RD И. 
Rick dies, Rick 
expands, 
Rick-o-mortis 
sets in. 
Fortunately 


VOODOO NIGHTMARE 


"Its dead big and well wiggy!” Boots Parker 
takes on spiders, scorpions and snakes in darkest 
Africa. Dodge blowdarts or suffer temporary 
blindness, paralysis, sleep and hyper-activity. “А 
‘monkey will cling to your back and harass you 
until you have found enough bananas to satisfy 
him." Palace Software will release this on Amiga 
and ST at the end of October 


[ Т 


Police the. 
future with 
mime 





month. 


ien] 
Tactics. Eat 
your heart 
‘out Robocop. 
US Gold mul. 

for later this year. See the 


Fireball combines the skill of 
soccer, the speed of ice hockey 
and the strategy of rollerball.” 
Freak at the floor scroll, gasp 
at the guardians. “The players 
are encased in a robotic total 
body armour knicknamed the 
Oven.” Amiga and ST release 
from Microprose 


US ESPIRIT TURBO CHALLENGE 


The Lotus Espirit Turbo accelerates from 0 to 60 mph in 4.7 seconds. "In 

April 1990, Gremlin and Lotus reached an agreement which gives 

Gremlin the exclusive world rights to use Lotus cars in home computer 

and console entertainment software. Two fundamental aims. The game 
must be better than any 

SS similar game available. The 

= > game must offer some- 
thing new in the challenge 
it presents to the player or 
players.” Inspired by the 
split sim-play of Pitstop И, 
Lotus Espirit Turbo 
Challenge will be burning 
rubber in the autumn on 
Amiga, ST, PC. Spectrum 
C64 and СРС 


RICK DANGEROUS II 


мау nicky ie 





- © 


шилт 


Mr Do's just донт the do, and you can too. 
Based around the classic cult coin-op. From 
Electrocoin Software for £14.99dk on ST and 
Amiga. Start of a new Arcade Classics label 
with releases every few weeks. Luther De 
Gale, the black-belt boss of Electrocoin 






















the game is compulsive enough 
to keep you coming back for 
more dealings with the Fat 
Man. Out for Amiga and ST by 
Microprose. ACE review next 


the fun, but with improved 
graphical and internal fea 
tures which bring these 

m products into the 90's with 

72.84 Sut losing any of their orig 
inal appeal. 


DREAMS AND 


VISIONS 


Rik Haynes takes a trip to tomorrow. 








Buck Rogers, pilot of the 
future, is making mega bucks 
for TSR. "US Gold will be fully 
exploiting the cross-marketing 
opportunities that Buck Rogers 
offers. Indeed, we have already 
signed a cross-promotional 
deal with Penguin Books." For 
ross read gross? Countdown 
to Doomsday will use a similar 
game system to Pool of 
Radiance. Be NEO (New Earth 
Organisation) and foil RAM 
(Russo-American Mercantile). Due in September on Amiga, PC and 
C64 disk. No other versions are planned. "Buck Rogers is 
Trademark owned by, and used under license from, The Dille 
Family Trust.” 











Don't expose them 
to light. Don't get 

them wet. Don't feed 

them after midnight. 

Gremlins 2 - The New 

Batch movie grossed 

$2,507,143 in the 

first three days. Will 

the forthcoming 

computer game from 

Elite pack a similar performance? 
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Role Playing 





IT'S A BARGAIN? 


Last month we published some corre- 





reply but in the rush to go to press 
most spokesmen were ‘unavailable’. 





All this RPG Electronic Zoo and Electronic Arts both 
action, on put their heads on the block, however... 
CM е "We'd love to see prices reduced, but 
since the suc- until piracy stops it won't happen. The. 
cess of industry is still in a ghetto whe it comes 
games like alice to ما‎ t eet 
ven't been enough to machines 

Heroes of the to enable us to drop the price. 

Lance and Stuart Bell, Electronic Zoo 
Ultima, has жө 

т [i icr " "Ме spend at LEAST two man years 
got one read: A LOAD OF BULLE Teen | umm eem n aug 
er UP iM about the panel on page 84 of issue 34, entitled RPG-Rip We would like to see prices drop, until 
агт... Offs! It is really a load of bull, to be quite frank. Any com- the market base increases they are like- 


puter game which says RPG on the cover is misleading the 
customre. This is simply because а computer role playing 
game is not possible! 

A role playing game is just that: you play roles. It is very 
like acting. It is not a product of the number of characters 
present, or a product of the number of characteristics that 
these characters have. Role playing stems from the way 
characters behave in certain situations, the way they speak 
to others, their personal idiosyncrasies. It is quite possible 
to have four characters with exactly the same characteris- 
tics, but which are all very different. 

Computer RPG's simply cannot allow for such character 
development, and therefore they cannot really be called 
RPG's. You have to agree that, in a CRPG, if the characters 
have the same characteristics, they will 


ly to stay as they are." 
‘Simon Jeffries, Electronic Arts 


~and finally, ACE editor Steve Cooke 
claims that: 

"аб the end of the day, however, 
the true test of pricing is whether the 
user will buy a product and feel he has 
received value for money. Of course 
there are some turkeys out there, but 
there are still many games around that, 
given the hours of pleasure they can 
bring, are bargains at the price. Most 
pricing moans are really criticisms of 
the product, not the money,” 


behave in the same manner, and this is simply not so in а real 
RPG. 

Finally, let me tear your RPG character apart, point by 
point. 

1. The numbers of characters in a party has absolutely no 
effect on whether or not the game is an RPG. 

2. Even if each character had 57 attributes, the game would 
not be an RPG. 

3. Remember Doomdark's Revenge on the Spectrum? Each 
aracter' in that game had well over 4 attributes, all of 
Which had a noticeable effect on the game. Would you call 
this an RPG? 
4. All games should have SAVE options! 
5. I once had a pair of identical twins in an AD&D game. One 
was a lawful good priest dedicated to healing all ills, the 
other was an evil assassin dedicated to eliminating all life оп 
Krynn. 
6. Іпа true RPG there 





would be an infinite 
number of character 


The White Wizard (ex-PCG, Zzap 64, and 
early ACE issues) writes from his cave in 
the Shetland Isles that ‘..the conflict 
between computer ‘role-players' and table 
top RPG'ers will never cease. In the final 
analysis, no, you can never have a true 
role-playing game on a computer. But so- 
called computer RPG's have developed а 
life of their own and game designers like 
Richard (Ultima) Garriott and Interplay 
(Bards Tale) deserve credit for this. The 
RPG Charter seems a reasonable set of 
statements tome - as you seem to imply 
yourself in your final para - but only if it is 
applied to computer role playing games - 
which is exactly what was intended. 
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However, not a single one of these won- 
derful computer games would be an 
RPG, not even the most powerful CRAY 
supercomputer could replace the 
Dungeon Master!! 
Tony Park, Tottington 





| letters | 





FUTURE SHOCKS 


1 am writing to you from the far distant 
future to aid you in your quest to find 
out what the fates have in store for 
computer gaming. 

Here in my time, one all-pervasive 
force has a stranglehold over the entire 
computer community, leaving all other 
computer systems out in the cold. The 
brilliant Amiga C8000 with stunning 
mind-graphics and twin read/write CD 
drives doesn't even get a look in. Even 
the Atari STFM-E-FMV-TOS Enhanced 
4096+ with twin 32-bit processors and 
dedicated 68000 graphics processor is 
left for dead. 

In fact, the only computers that are 
permitted by the Emperor Бег Bert 
Miles (known as IBM) are the IBM 
range, the latest of which is the IBM 
PS/S 80986. No other computers are 

lowed! 

Actually, this isn't too bad, since the 
graphics standard on the new model is 
SE-EVGA Professional, with a resolution 
of 2560*2048 іп more colours than the 
eye can discern. The Р5/5 also has a 96 
bit processor running at 109 MIPS. This. 
PC costs 7590 IBMdollars, which is pret- 
ty much the same as 500 of your time's 
‘one pound floppies. 

Admittedly, excluding all compet 
tion by death threats is not a nice way 
to carry on, but ІВМ is backed by the 
Emperor so that can get away with it 

As for software, there is a slight deft: 
ciency here - only one game із allowed, 
but luckily it is an amalgamation of vi 
tually all game styles - incredibly inter. 
esting, deep, and great fun too. The 
name of the game? Elite 20. 

The object of the game is to become 
Elite and fly your ship (preferably in 








the Р55% 
hydraulic cab- 

inet) watching 
the unbelievable 
3D graphics - 
95000506 polygons 


are used for the tor- 
pedoes alone. Once you 

have attained Elite status 

you become real life Prime 

Minister of Earth colony 06 {planet 
Earth to you), but as yet there are 
colossal efforts by people to replace 
the Prime Minister (Mrs Thatcher) 
every day. 

So there you have it. The future of 
the games industry is Elite 2 on the 
PC. An utterly amazing game with 
incredible graphics and blinding 
depths of gameplay. However there 
is one major downfall of the pro- 
gram, a small flaw with the computer 
design that causes a great loss to the 
gamesplaying experience...it’s like 
this: when IBM designed the first 
ВОВВРС they did not envisage it аз a 
games machine, and only provided a 
pathetic sound chip and tinny speak 

Since then, IBM have not bothered 
to upgrade the PC sound, so whenev. 
ег you let off a huge 95000506 poly 
gon torpedo glistening into the 
moody starlight with it's awesome 
exhaust trai 

you get a little beep to show it 
has launched. And another if it 
destroys the enemy. And when you 
converse with an alien...Well,...r. 
David Stafford, Citizen No 06 
16028086 




















































































































Some things never change: PC sound, 
Mac prices, and Spectrum graphics. 




















F-29 RETALIATION 


After recently purchasing AMOS and 
not so recently F-29 Retaliator for the 
Amiga, | thought that something had 
to be said about the quality of products 
arriving on the market. 

Don't get те wrong. F-29 does con- 
tain some of the best vector graphics 
and sound yet to be beaten, but the 
sheer number of bugs that were so bla- 
tantly obvious after playing for several 
hours put me off the game totally. 
Since then 1 have played the game very 
little as 1 feel that the bugs ruin the 
game to such an extent as to make it 
unplayable, For instance, the multi 
function display unit contains an arti 
cial horizon that is at the best of times 
incomprehensible. Also, while flying 
past a piece of scenery, it is possible to 
crash into it yet you are not actually 
touching it. 

This seemingly bug-ridden game cost 
me £25 and after playing it | came to 
the conclusion that either the 
playtesters were blind or that the prod- 
uct hadn't been playtested at all. 

Now onto Mandarin's AMOS. After 
reading several reviews of this new 
BASIC language, | decided to buy it 
which incidentally cost me £50. 

AMOS had been presented with an 
excellent manual and an even better 
editor. Several hours later the comput- 
er crashed again for the seventh time, 
зо | decided enough was enough for 
that day and switched the computer 
off. 









Мо more than a week later | had 
discovered that more than several com- 
mands documented in the manual did 
not actually exist which to me seems 
unbelievable. Admittedly there are 
over 500 commands, it says, but to me 
this does not justify the amount of 
checking that had not gone into the 








product costing £50, which is such a shame because AMOS is 
an excellent product. 

My message to ай software houses is that unless their 
products are checked more thoroughly they cannot really 
moan when people prefer playing safe and copying software 
22 than buying software with the chance that it is bug-ridden. 

xi Lastly, on a somewhat lighter note, just as important. Do 
you still sell the ACE Binder as 1 have all 35 issues but have no 
binder to put the last 11 issues in. 

Stephen Williams, Reading. 


GAMEBOY GLORY 


Ive got this litte gadget called the Gameboy. It 
and the ist better than the Spe 

playability it knocks out my (expensive) ST! 
puter games are rubbish compared to 

something substantially wrong with the L 
ing/converting a game. Why not get i 
mers and swap some tips etc? (The P 
and Amiga versions hands down. Is the hardware used 
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beats the ST 


















Could you please review some GAMEBOY games? Г to specifically mention the bugs іп F29 when 
are lots of new games coming out like Batman, Double ed at the time by Ocean that bug-ridden 
NFL Football etc our opinion (and we're not lawyer 
Jay Lee, The Netherlands. game unplayable then it is not fit for the pur 

id you should be entitled to a refund from 





Firstly, to say that “most 16bit computer games are rubbish 
to console games" must either mean that you continually play/b 
wrong 16bit software, or th sidered unwort 
past have soured your view somewhat. 
which type of game you find better 
must surely realise what a generalis 

However, we agree with you about 
Gameboy titles, and we're covering them more and more (see 
Console Screentest section). 





with your local Consumer 








the titles you 








п the conso 





you Don't forget - we give a prize every month to the 
s sender of the letter that occupies the Prize 
CT Letter slot on these pages. Every Prize Letter. 
this issue's scribbler gets a software prize worth up to £25 
е for his or her machine, so get that pen out now 
and address the world. 
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ITS А | THE 
6000 GAME 


"What we have here 
isa BRILLIANTLY 
ORIGINAL and 
witty interpretation 
of the Python 
Theme”, Zero 89% 


“One of the tastiest 
slices of alternative 
arcade action since 
Venezuelan Beaver 
Cheese”. 

The One 85% 


©Python Productions 1990 
GAMES p Mastertronic Limited, 16 Portland Road, London, W11 4LA 

















ildfire, the followup to Midwinter, i 
опе of the most ambitious project: 
the history of strategy action games. If 
you thought Lords of Midnight and 
Midwinter were big, wait til you map 
Widfre's 120Mb of fractal land 
scapes. 

There are approximately 40.50 mi 
sions in Wildfire, each has the scope of Midwinter,” 
firms Mike Singleton - director of Maelstrom Games and 
veteran games creator. 

Wildfire plays in a similar way to Midwinter – only 
Maelstrom has tweaked its gameplay to the bo 
recognition. Singleton took note of gameplayers praise and 
criticism of Midwinter, “We're trying to make Wildfire like an 
action movie, with you taking the role of a James 
Bond/Indiana Jones style character. 














aries of 














a solid graphics environment, With Wildfire, you can choose 
а short mission, lasting 1-2 hours, for a quick blast. But if 
you want, the strategy elements linkup together to create 
а campaign style of вате 

GO WILD IN THE COUNTRY 

The story so far... After the thaw of Midwinter Island, the 





population have moved south to what were о 
Verde islands, off the West coast of Africa, Already kno 
as the Slave Isles, these archipelagos are under the cont 
of the powerful Saharan Empire, Once established in their 
new home, the Midwinter's 
form a new state, the Atlantic 
Federation. War wih the 
Saharan Empire is inevitable 
Playing a secret agent, you're 
оп а covert mission to recruit 
Slave Isles to the 
fledging Federation. Youll 
have to fight for your freedom, 
but atleast you get six months 
grace before the Saharan 
Armada sets off to kick your 
rebel butt. 

Wildfire can be played on 
three different levels: Training. 
Solo Mission (a single mission 
on an enemy held island) and 
Campaign Game (a variety of 












What is Mike 


Singleton, veteren 


games creator of 


Midwinter and Lords 


of Midnight, working 





on now? Rik Hayni 


5 





exclusively previews. 


up to Midwinter, and 


STARLORD.. 


Teri [vont row] Dave Dev Сәлден Programmer) Val ramas 


(Programmer| Dave Оше Oman Senso Programmer) 


WILDFIRE, the follow- 








HANICS 


Maelstrom uses fractal graphics to generate the Slave 
Isles in Wildfire. There are 40-50 major islands in the. 
‘group, each with their own individual political, admin- | 
istrative and cultural identity. Using icons, you can 

| select a flat map, isometric side-view, seabed or polit, | 
cal map of the area. Covering some 600 miles, the 
Slave Isles are based on the Cape Verde islands off the 
West coast of Africa. 
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missions on different islands. Each mission effectively self 
contained. Once these missions have been mastered, you 
fight a running battle with the Saharan Armada as it heads 
for the Federation home base. 


YOUR MISSION SHOULD YOU ACCEPT IT. 
There are 40-50 major islands in Wildfire. Every one has its 
own political, administrative and cultural perspective. Each 
contains a particular mission. During the game you could 
sabotage a power station, smuggle arms to the resis- 
tance, assassinate an island's chief of secret police, cap 
ture а TV station or hunt out and eliminate a traitor in the 
resistance. The missions can be 
very complex, detailed and filed 
with subplots. In the first example 
(sabotage a power station), you 
might have to steal explosives 
from a local army base, find the 
engineer who designed the 
power station, free his daughter 
from jail to persuade him to hand 
over the plans, hijack an army 
truck to use as a vehicle, kil the sentry, plant the explo- 
sives and escape to safely 

Although you're pretty much on your own, you can find 
or recruit resistance fighters for information, shelter, food, 
Clothing, weapons, ammunition, papers and transport 
Wildfire will incorporate 20-25 forms of transport, includ 
ing: biplanes, zeppelins, fying boats, rocket packs, jetskis, 
tanks, trains and rope slides. 

Maelstrom has added ‘Special Action Sequences to 
make Wildfire more ‘fim-ike'. "During the game you can 
enter buildings, lay dynamite, pick up weapons and switch 
vehicles without leaving the solid graphics environment,” 
states Singleton, 








‘alt 


1 WANT TO BE A PEARL DIVER 
Wildfire will feature thousands of individual human charac 
ters to interact with. Amazingly, each will have their own 
looks, personality and Ме history. Maelstom’s custom 
made character designer is an ingenious solution to the 
immense problem of creating the huge amounts of data 
required by every character in Widfire. Split into several 
editors, the character designer is used to create individual 
portraits, personalities and Ме-5\опез. 

With the face creator you choose the hair style and 
colour, nose, mouth, eyes, ears, skin tone, etc and lay 
them out on a blank face according to taste, "Hopefully the 
faces will be polygon generated - allowing them to be an+ 
mated and show expression,” says 
Singleton. 

Each characters complex back 
ground ‘story’ can be generated in a mat 








LORDS OF LYNX 
If the Lynx colour. 
handheld console 








Any irregular shape, form or distribution retains its irregularity at any magnification. 
Fractal geometry, invented by Professor Benoit Mandlebrot, is used to "create shapes 
that are perfectly repeatable, controllable and have measurable properties which are 
at the same time indistinguishable, to a large extent, from the messiness of the 
world”. In effect, fractal graphics can simulate artificial worlds which look natural 
and feel real. They've been used in military simulators, movies and Maelstrom's 
Midwinter and Wildfire computer games. Mike Singleton explains how: 

“Maclstrom’s fractal landscape generator works on a square grid with each point 
in the grid given Из own particular height above or below sea level, This is called the 
heightgrid. When the landscape is displayed in solid 3D, the graphics routines look at 
the heightgrid and interpret it as a three dimensional surface - displaying each 
square in the grid as two right-angled triangles. If we draw the square as a single 
surface, we get visual errors because with each of the four corner points having dif- 
ferent heights. It's not flat. On the other hand, every triangle is, without fail, a flat 
surface." 

"We start with a small, predefined grid of 80x50 control points. so we can manip- 
ulate the broad outlines of the landscape. Someone sits down and manually sets the 
heights of all three points using our landscape designer utility. This way, the rough 
‘shapes of islands, mountain ranges. etc can be deliberately chosen. The outline of 
the British Isles, for instance, could be mimicked quite realistically. Beyond this, how- 
‘ever, random fractal techniques take over and fill in the detail of all the in-between 
points. As we zoom in further, more in-between points are fractally generated. Ву 
‘the time we'd zoomed in on our map of Britain to the level of the Isle of Wight, 





points. we use а 4-way interpolation (see fig 2). To make a new point. we take the 
four nearest existing points and average their heights. We than add a «mall negative 
or positive displacement to the average height to increase or decrease the new 
height The displacement is chosen pseudo randomly A pseudo-random number i» 
‘one that looks random but can, in fact, be reproduced again and again providing you. 
use the same seed number. We use the map coordinate of the new point as the seed 
number for the random displacement, so that each time we generate the same area 
of landscape, we get exactly the same design. The result із а new heightgrid (see fig 
3) with four times өз many points. АЙ the in-between points differ slightly from the 
‘average height at that position, creating new bumps and dips each time you зоот. 
lc 

“To keep memory requirements to a minimum. we only store 4000 points in 
memory at any one time. To expand this to a fullscreen map with each pixel having 
its own particular height, we do two unseen magnifications before writing to the 
screen, generating 60000 points each time 
round. In Wildfire, you can zoom in five 
times over, This is the equivalent to having 
a map made up of 65 million pixels and 
‘over 120Mb of data. Unless. Microprose i» 
going to give away hard disks with its 
games in future, fractals are the only way 
to doit" 


















does well, Maelstrom ter of minutes. With the sentence con- 
I probably convert — structor, you're allowed to alter the type 
делін омірі. (0-31) and syntax (0-7) of up to five words 
(cartel the tyme | every sentence. For example: She had 





а happy childhood. The ‘happy’ could be 
changed to carefree, wild, idylic, lazy, 
innocent, exciting, adventurous, content 
ed, ordinary, humdrum, lonely, hard 
stormy, unhappy, desolate, painful, harsh, 
etc. The “а” is automatically changed to 
‘an’ where appropriate. In this example, the 'she' and 'chid- 
hood’ could also be substituted for other words. 

Time to get personal. The character designer also 
specifies the characters sex (male or female - no aliens 
allowed at present), status (single, married, divorced, wid- 
owed), no. of children, age, ttle (rabbi, nurse, sergeant, 
bishop, mullah, etc), forename, surname, occupation, 
eagerness and treachery (0-100%). The Wildfire job market 
is wide and diverse, including occupations as: archeaolo- 


for Lords of Midnight. 
because of the sprite 
scaling.” says Mike 
Singleton. So keep. 
your fingers crossed! 





"Td like to do a virtual reality 
version of Lords of Midnight. 
ман Singleton 
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at, beggar, belly d 
DJ, demolition 






erik (otava Cocke agi, 
pearl diver, pimp, ratcatcher, 

Susceptibility 
ture in the edit suite. A chara 








appeal, bribery, threats, reas 





pleading, authority a 



























deception can each be set at poor, average, good or excel 
lent, Each character can agree to help, be non ita 
refuse or refuse with violence. 

So with this full character designer and cunr 
ry compression techniques, Maelstrom р 
2000 individual characters in Wildfire, each with their ver 
wn history, personal it. As Singleton p 
out, "One of the objective 
ties in the game 

Wildfire is shaping up to be the megagame 
The size and complexity of the game 

ratched the surface of the game in t 
and his micro mechanics 





they have the makings of an ACE-Rat 
a full ACE review in th 
to Mike Singleton, "А 
interesting, and above all, fun 






want to make И 
















“The next Maelstrom game after Wildfire will be based 
around Mike Singleton's popular play-by-mail-game. 
Converting Starlord to computer is a massive undertak- 
ing for Maelstrom. Featuring five solar systems and 
5000 planets, this ‘cerebral game’ uses light-sourced 3D 
graphics. Starlord can be played at a grand strategic. 
tactical or action level. Up to 15 people will be able to 
play the game. There are 20 

types of spacecraft in 

Storiord including Blizter, 

Maruader, Drone, Scorpio, 

Hornet, Trojan. Locust and 








MIDWINTER SECRETS 
You can fly the handglider 
into the cable-car station and. 
land inside. This is the only 
building you can enter in the 
game. Be warned, it's very 
difficult to do! И you're very 
skilful, you can even fly-in 
through the door and fly-out 
"rough the window. 








ONCE AN ENGLISH TEACHER | 


Mike Singleton began his coding career by program- 
ming a mainframe computer at Lancaster University 
back in 1968. "It was a good time to be a student," 


followed, but Singleton's first hit came with the ZXB1, 
‘Games Pack One, a compilation of six 1K games, 
‘corned him £6000. Singleton job as a teacher was 
over, his career as a full-time games creator had 
begun. 

"During 1982. Singleton wrote Міс20 versions of 
Snake Pit, Shadowfax and Siege. He dabbled in 
‘cyberspace the following year, with Three Deep Space, 
a stereoscopic game for the Spectrum, C64, BBC and 
20. Perhaps Singleton s most widely regarded 
game was released in 1984 by Beyond - which, at the 
time. was owned by EMAP (the company behind ACE). 
Lords of Midnight, an epic fantasy strategy adventure, 
was soon regarded a classic Spectrum game. 

Over the next three years, Singleton developed 
Doomdark's Revenge (follow-up to Lords of Midnight, 
Quake Minus One (icon driven strategy arcade game 
for the C64), Star Trek (started life as a multivision sys- 
tem demo on the Spectrum - Singleton just provided 
the games design), Dark Septre (Maelstrom’s first 
game). Wer in Middle Earth (В-Ы versions only) and 
Wivrlygig (30 shoot'em-up with 4000 polygons per. 
‘second - the polygons were turned into sprites 
‘extra speed). 

‘Singleton started a ‘nice litte sideline! in 1981. 
Starlord was a popular scii play-by-mail-game which 
‘continued on tll 1906. Maelstrom is now converting 
Starlord into a computer game, due for release some- 
time in 1991. 

Maelstrom's first 16-bit megagame, the 948 ACE- 
Rated Midwinter, was released earlier this year (see 
ACE 32). Wildfire, the sequel to Midwinter, will be the 
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YOU OVERCAME THE GODS? 
THESE HANDSOME 
SPECIMENS WILL BRING 






In Populous, you challenged the gods. Now man 
is your adversary in the form of three unscrupulous 
and violent tribal leaders. 





қысу ИШЕН mox 
FROG NC bon 


Be as mean as them and match force with force, 
or be more cunning, play Mr Nice Guy and win 
over the local villagers. 

By doing so you not only swell your numbers, 
but also keep your larders stocked, which is essential 
in ensuring the loyalty of your army. 

With the stunning graphics you've come to 
expect from Bullfrog, Powermonger is a living 
world of mountains, forests and rivers, sun, snows 
and rain, where inventiveness and strategic skill can 
triumph over mere brute force. 

Powermonger will test you to the limit, but if 
you still have any energy for adventure left, these 
other great Bullfrog titles still lie in wait. 











Ys C = ant у 








"Better than Populous", Peter Molyneux of Bullfrog, Creators of Populous. 


Electronic Arts, 11-49 Station Road, Langley, Berks SL3 BYN. Tel: (0753) 49442. Fax: (0753) 46672 

















Digital Image Design, 
the team behind 
F-29 Retaliator, is 
currently developing 
EPIC and 
RETALIATOR 2. 


Hopefully RETALATOR 2 wil be more interactive.” ays Pst lope. The 
starr i etur ha ra 228 Tread ag MIG Farst 
aset SUL) Sedet je ed ul aquia aeu Hon e өн 





Rik Haynes reports. 


from Runcorn... 


DID has been working on some revolutionary 3D 
graphics routines and editors since completing F-29 
Retaliator. The new ultrafast graphics engine forms 
the core of Epic and Retaliator 2 - with polygon discs, 
cones, spheres, true ellipses, standard shapes (lines, 
triangles, squares and rectangles), thousands of 
objects (up to 256x16 3D movements, rotations and 
turns), 13 scales of grey, a see-through hash palette 
With a maximum of 64 colours made out of 16, and 
different ranges of density for clouds, force-fields, etc 
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е produced the flight-sim 
the year... within a 
year,” states — Martin 
Kenwright of Digital Image 
Design - the software 
development team respon- 
sible for Ocean's highly 
successful F-29 Retaliator flight simulation. 
Started in March 1989, Runcorn-based DID consists of 
eight people: Martin Kenwright (Director, Designer), Phil 
Allsopp (Director, Amiga/ST Programmer), Russ Payne 
Director, Amiga/ST Programmer), Andy Torkington 
(Amiga/ST Programmer), Paul Hollywood (3D Programmer, 
Graphic Artist), Rob Ball (Graphic Artist), Jason Brooke (РС 
Programmer) and Liddon Brooke (Graphic Artist, Before 
DID, these guys worked on Falcon and Flight of the 
Intruder for Mirrorsoft. 

The ACE-Rated F:29 Retailator caught the imagi 
nation of both fliphtsim fanatics and 
gameplayers who hadn't even thought of 

buying this type of game before. So how will DID 
top the success of its first release? 








DID is looking to tomorrow, It is already developing 
state-of-the-art software technologies for use in 
Compact Dise systems. "CD games will take longer to 
develop - around 1-2 years per project. We will have 
more people in our development team, with twice as 
many graphic artists than programmers. The whole 
design of a CD game is storyboarded similar to a 
movie because of the massive structure of the pro- 
gram. In effect, CD games will become interactive 
movies. in five years, there will be increased liaison. 
between film companies and studios, musicians and 
software developers. Imagine a computer game with 
а movie licence tie-in, using original or specially 
adapted movie footage," predicts Martin Kenwright. 

“Piracy will become almost non-existent, and. 
software will appeal to a far wider scope of people, 
With no keyboard required, even Granny will have a 
go! Unfortunately, programmers and artists will get 
carried away with this mass of memory and forget 

х 

Are you interested in the future of games tech- 
nology? DID is looking for talented programmers, 
artists and musicians. Just fax Martin Kenwright on 
0528 579975. 
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We can build a world in 30 
minutes.” 
Martin Kemah 





The bugs in the first version of 
Retaliator were annoying, but 
people wanted it in any state.” 

Martin Knight 


ез originally going ts be Goldrunner 
BEA eld W te Ocean, and renamed tpi 
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RETALIATOR RETURNS 
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QUAPC NEAR YOU. 


Crime Wave 
A Powerful 
Detective Drama 

















беїж 
Shreddy! 


em » different! he story of how four baby turtles were acci 

ог something Turtly different! dentally washed into the new York sewer sys 

tem, mutated (by a substance called Mutogen} 

into something other than your everyday 

amphibian and trained to become Ninja 

Warriors by a giant rat named Splinter is 
already a legend. 






















Whether youre obsessed 

with cash (see panel) violence. 

(the UK authorities insisted on 

calling the little ninjas ‘heroes’, 

healthfood (they set a terrible 

example, existing атом 

entirely on рша, ог 

Renaissance art (Splinter 

named them after his favourite 

Renaissance Artists), youl find 

a sympathetic (or unsympa- 

thetic) chord struck by the 

Turtles, whose real attraction 

seems to be their ability to be 

all things to all people under 

the age of 16. Goodman and 

КУТШЕШЕШИШДО Laird, the American duo responsible for unleashing Turtle 

aaa emim таза upon the World, could never have dreamed of the 
E success that such unlikely characters would bring 

Placed in the sweaty palms of the marketing media, 
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media, 


and possibly encouraged by the massive 
success of Nintendo's Mario Bros; Raphael, 
Donatello, Michaelangelo and Leonardo (in 
addition to a host of other involved charac 
ters) have spawned literally hundreds of 
spinoffs, from cereals to video games. This 
ball may stop roling one day, but not until 
its made the fortunes of a very large num- 
ber of people. 








THE GAME 
Licensed to Mirrorsoft, and pro- 
grammed by Probe Software, Teenage Mutant Hero (forget 
that naughty Ninja word) Turtles is due for a Nove 
Telease, alongside the national cinema premier. 

Although theyre keeping things close to their chest, 
Mirorsoft intend to improve upon the orig 
nal graphic/arcade adventure licensed from 
Utra/Konami and first seen on the Nintendo 
land first reviewed, in the UK, here in АСЕ) 
It seems pretty certain, however, that there 
ае gong to be some similarities 
(Coincidental, Probe assure us) between 
the original version and the UK one. Which 
isn't necessarily too bad because, as licens 
6 go, this one had a goodly dose of game- 
play, featuring primitive RPG elements that 
allowed you to switch control between the 
four mutant marauders in di 
tions, 

Each turtle displays an aptitude for certain skills - 
Wielding swords, throwing death stars, Е 
and swinging sticks — in their multilevel search for ge 

је April, making cadavers of numerous baddie: 
along the way, 

So far both &bit and 16bit versions are looking pretty 
good, with the Bbit versions showing s: ularly 
impressive graphics. Already well known for their excellent 
original product, Xenon 2 and Cadaver for exampi 
Imageworks look as if they may have a sexier Ие number 
here than one might expect. How the final product plays 
obviously remains to be seen, but with the current buzz, 
ТИНГ looks set to be the obvious Christmas number 
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SHREDDY CASH 
Although as yet unreleased 

in the UK, the movie alone is 

currently the largest grossing 
film in the Variety Magazine 
box office report (top 50), 
taking 513218045 during 
из current run. That works 

out at a staggering figure of 

Just under one million dollars 

per day! 









Admission to the 
Compute 
Entertainment Show 
from Imageworks 
"ҮНЕ GREATEST SHOW 
он EARTH" 
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PLAToom 


Available for IBM PC Compatibles and coming soon for 
Atari ST and Commodore Amiga 
































Four M1 Abrams Tanks. Four soldiers in each, That's Four Tanks, 


Sixteen Men. And you control the whole shooting match. 


AEE 


PLATOON 


* Strategic and tactical” 
command. Plan your winning 
strategies, gívińg, orders to your 
platoon ofistenks; "calling. iri 

| airstrikes and artillery. At any 
moment you can ‘jump’ into the 
thick of the action, taking over 
direct control, as commander, 
gunner or driver of any tank. 





* Realistic Battlefield terrain. 
in Your tank platoon has his own. Make use of natural cover. such as 


7» Leadership. Each dí the 16 men. 


battlefield skills and abilities. . hills, ridges and buildings to hide, 
Improving with experience, your tanks. across the huge 16,000 
promotion and decorations, Your acre 3-D battle гоће, just ike a red! 
сһапсеё о! success-increase as 7 tank commarider А 
оўо platoon -Бесотпе battle * 
$ 5 hardened. * “High-tech ‘war. Laser 
а xantetinders, depleted urantüm 
i penetrators, wire-guided missiles, 
Téaetive armouy. ай support and 
artillery make M1 Tank Platoon 
the most compretiensive, up-to- 
date simulation. of armoured land 
warfare available for your. home 
computer 


MI Tarik Pidtcon was released for IBM. 
РС compatible machines in October 
1969; 


"MicroProse has surely excelled on this. 
‘One: it's all there, from superb playability 
through great attention to detail to one 
of the best manuals Гуе seen in a long 
fime, The competition should watch out, 
‘Gs this one’s going to take some 
beating." "© PC Leisure Spring 90 


71 can't really tault M) Tank Platoon as 
its definitely MicroProse's most 
comprehensive simulation yet” 87% 
CVG Nov 89 


SCREEN SHOTS SHOWN. АСТА SHOTS: 
^ MAY VARY 





© The most frighteningly accurate tank- 
sim we've seen." 926 Ace Dec ‘89. 









«Endless variety. Fight during 
the day, at night;'in snow; mud; 
sain or clear weather. With 
thousands of battlefields and 
millions of situations’ and you get 
endless enjoyment, Decide 
between single bottles or an entire 
campaign. 














‘OCEAN COETWARE LIMITED 


E ІМ THE FUTURE ENFORCEMENT, 
RE’S ALWAYS RO: R IMPROVEMENT 
The future is a rough plate; is a bankrupt city... torn apart by the 


decadent forces of the Old Man hd his corrupt corporation. If you мов dig 
then walk the streets, if you want to live - then pray for the returm of Robocop! 
ROBOCOP 2 hos зге іп mind... a kind of justice only he con deliver! 
Токе on Detroit's evil mastermind ond his mega-corporation in some of the 
most action-packed scenes ever devised for maximum entertainment volue 
DETROIT IS FALLING APART - IT'S TIME TO PUT IT ALL BACK TOGETHER, 





4 N ^ 
> 
6 CENTRAL STREET - MANCHESTER - М2 5NS - TEL: 061 832 6633 - FAX: 061 834 0650 











АА erandiather and grandson are chatting about the 
Й\ ‘Good Old Days’. Grandfather is, as usual, doing 
p "ost oi he taka 

M The year 1990? Of course | remember it, ту 
boy. That was the year of the ... um ... ег... just let me 
check the diary. (Speaks to diary card.) ‘Diary, list major 
events of 1990. Аһ, here we go, just searching its memory 
banks, Get a new diary? But why? It's too big? No thank you, 
Tm perfectly happy with the credit card size and besides, 
Tm too old for ай this subcutaneous implant, direct cerebral 
input business. (Diary begins to display the requested infor: 
mation.) Right, it says here ... ‘Mike Tyson defeated, Nelson 
Mandela released, Iraqi Gulf Crisis resolved by Pygmis and 

‘oh yes... the first Computer Entertainment Show. 

"What? Yes, that’s right, the first! Well, all oaks grow 
from small acorns, you know. Hard to believe the biggest 
Interplanetary entertainment software show was once con- 
fined to one small four dimensional building in Earls Court. 
Oh, its ай flooding back now — the lights, the glamour, the 
heat, the stars. Dame Betty Boo was there, you know, 
though she was a mere slip of a girl then. 





‘THE GAMES...THE GLORY 
"Games were a lot different then, too. They took place on 
crude 20 bitmapped videoscreens, with only about 16 or 
32 colours used at once - a far cry from the four-wall high 
definition holoscreens you've got in your gameroom. What 
Sort of games? Oh, shoot‘em-ups, platform games, graphic 
‘adventures (come on, you remember, | showed them to you 
in the Museum of Leisure on Mars and you said they were 
quaint]. Nearest you got to the sort of games we get 
today were fims, but they weren't interactive and the out 
соте was fixed. Yeah, similar to story implants, but without 
the emotion centre stimulators, 

"The amount of involvement possible in these games was 
limited by the method of interaction. In those days they 
‘nly had a joystick, a mouse or a keyboard, nothing like the 
neural link and body sensors in your gameroom. And the 
опу feedback you got was via your eyes and ears, no elec 
tronicaly induced nerve manipulation. Oh по, if your space 
ship crashed then all you got was a flash and a bang, none 
ofthat ghastly Syntho-pain® you get nowadays. 

‘What? Interact with artificial personality constructs? Of 
Course you couldnt! Computers had nowhere near the 
speed of memory storage for that sort of realism. No, 
back then the first СОЧ machines were only just starting to 
appear. They were slow, and the very first machines had 
problems with pulling data from storage onto screen, so 
the games, albeit of greater depth, tended to consist of 
Stil frames with music, rather than the full motion video you 
get today. And the interaction was stil primitive, although 
developers were researching into movement sensors, con- 

trol gloves and speech 
recognition. 


THE MARCH OF 
PROGRESS 

“As | remember, things 
really started buzzing in 
the 905. And | guess it 
all started at that first 
CES show. Take interac- 
tive CD, for example, 
shown in the...what was 
R? Oh yes, the Living 
Room of the Future 
exhibit done by ACE magazine (still around, you know, 
heye just bought up Max-Murd inc). Eventually those CD 
thingies achieved the speed for full motion video while 
manipulating sound and game data, and things really began 
to take off. With high-definition TV becoming popular, 
gamers began to experience the full realism potential of 


those game systems. Oh, | can remember the adrenalin 
rush even now - we'd never seen anything like them, a total 
audio/visual experience. They blew away everything that 
had gone before. Game production became more like fim 
production, with script writers, researchers, directors, and 
so on. 

The following years, just after you were born, saw the 
advent of ... Oh but sorry, fm beginning to sound like your 


learning centre. Youll have to stop me if | start to lecture. 
You know all about the rest, of course, because you use it 
every day. So, where did we start? Ah yes, the Computer 
Entertainment Show! You know, | was a sceptical litte tyke 
then. | remember walking around that ACE Living Room of 
the Future and thinking that none of what was on show 
could ever really take off. How wrong | was! 


"These self developing ultra- 
violet prints are great stufi” 





eventually produced 19707 






































Futures present 


All our tomorrows today at CES. Here's a quick roundup 
of futureshox that could gladden your eyes at the Show 
on the 15th and 16th of September...plus a fond look 
back at futures past... 


© The US Gold stand will be hosting the International 





ACE's exhibit at the CES gives you the chance to see 
demonstrations of some of the hottest new develop- 
ments from major companies in Britain and the. 
World. information panels on the walls of the Living 
Room of the Future will explain how the technology 
оп show will apply to YOU in years to come, and 
there'll be actual demonstrations and models featur. 
ing tomorrow's technology. The Room will concen 
trate on the following five main topics: 





Interactive CD - It's something ACE has been cham- 
loning for a long time now, and you may be wonder: 
ing what all the fuss is about. Come along and under. 
stand why we're excited about It and why you should 
be too! 





€ Communications - Could we ever have Dungeon 
Master played over the ‘phone lines. with interaction 
between players? Find out about the exciting possi 
bilities of high-band width telephones and other 
aspects of the communications revolution. 





© Cyberspace - You've read the books, now experi 
tence the reality. Learn how the man-machine inter- 
face will be revolutionised with the advent of 
biofeedback and speech recognition and the truth 
about alternate realities 


© Interactive TV - Ever been frustrated by your inabil- 
йу to participate in a TV debate? Soon you may be 

able to and, combined with high-definition TV, you'll 
feel like you're actually in the studio with the quests! 





Home workstations 
кыйнашы э. Hn 
where you'll never - 
have to leave home to 

go to work. Discover 
how your car will be 
able to tell you how 
to get from A to B, 
and avoid any nasty 
roadworks. And you'll 
bbe able to get your 
face on the cover of 
ACE! Find out more on 
the day - and don't 
miss it whatever you 
do. 





Games Championship, where crack gameplay. 
ers from Japan, France, Germany, Italy and the 
UK will pit their skills against other in the ult 
mate test. Forget the disappointment of the 
World Cup - this is what our national pride is 
riding on (and we've got more chance of win 
ning)! 

© Gremlin wil be running the Lotus Esprit 
Turbo Challenge to promote their new game of 
the same name. The action will take place on a 
huge video wall and contestants will sit in pur 
розе бий Lotus seats, Autofans can ogle a real 
Lotus Esprit on display, as well as a Suzuki rac 
ing bike to promote the new Team Suzuki 
game 

© Derek Bel, the motorracing marvel, will be 
applying his track-honed driving skills to a wide 
range of computer racing simulations 

«© Those who feel like testing their gameplay 
ing теше should make their way to the Virgin 
Mastertronic stand where, for а small fee that 
will be given to the Childline charity, you can 
play a head to head with the winner of last 
years Sega Challenge. 

© Fans of Brookside and EastEnders wil have 
the opportunity to see which programme 
employs the best gamesters as members of 
the casts compete in a computer challenge. 

© There will be the chance to have your photo 
taken with one of the galaxy of stars visiting 
the show. 

© Turtles fans will no doubt be queuing around 
the ACE stand in their milions, because the 
beshelled foursome, courtesy of Mirrorsoft, will 
be there IN PERSON (gosh!) to personally sign copies of 
the magazine. (Careful with that nunchaku, madam.) 

© There'l be a Karaoke (the Japanese singalonga backing 
tape) competition, with a special video introduction from 
рор ‘sensations’ Wet Wet Wet. All proceeds will again be 
going to Chidine. 

© You've read about it, now experience the realty. Take 
Microprose's F-15 Strike Eagle arcade flight sim for a spin; 
it be on freeplay all day at their stand. 

ӨЛІ through the weekend there'll be a variety of musical 
acts. Kiss FM, one of London's newest radio station, will be 
presenting some scratch DJs who will amaze you with their 
turntable prowess and Jazz Amiga, sponsored by 
Commodore, wil be having jamming sessions. 

© О! course, there will be a host of new hardware and soft 
ware products on display. The ACE tips for the big hits of 
the show in these two departments? The official UK release 
of the Sega Megadrive from Virgin Mastertronic and the 
remarkable Powermonger from Electronic Arts. 


and futures past! 


Science Fiction has been trying to put people into the 
Living Room of the Future for decades, but it's surprising 
how few books or fims actually portray a radically different 
yet believable and practical future. 

The typical manner in which the future is depicted is to 
take contemporary characters and locations then ‘bolt оп 
futuristic devices, which give the stories а veneer of 
propheticism yet present the reader with situations that are 
ly recognisable from real ife 
This trend started way back in the last century with 
Jules Verne (i.e. the Nautilus in Twenty Thousand Leagues 
under the Sea ). The novels of the Golden Age of Science 
Fiction in the 30s and 40s were rife with this phenomenon 
- no matter how many ray-guns, giant spaceships, aliens 



































( 


Tre Power Glove: һәм өте example ofthe deve 


YOU DIDN'T MISS IT 
BECAUSE IT WASN'T THERE! 


Mere are a few of the things 
that you WON'T be seeing at 
this years Computer 
Entertainment Show: 


© Commodore СОТУ - This 
could be the product to start 
the CD revolution, but not i 


ө Damocies - Novagen's fol 
low up to Merc... oops, sorry, 
‘this is actually out now! 


The rumoured 2X81 con- 
sole, with its powerful 
monochrome display and 
state-of-the-art BEEP chi 
will now apparently stay jus 
‘that - a rumour. Yet another 
missed chance for the 
nascent UK console business. 
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and robots were crammed in a story, the situations were 
S recognisable (and generally interchangeable with 
Cowboy stories) 

When people did make the effort to think seriously 
about the future, the results tended to be bleak. Good 
‘examples of these pessimistic visions are Fritz Lang's clas- 
sic 1926 fim Metropolis — in which people, rather than 
being liberated by technology, became its slaves, toiling all 
day in mindless labour simply to keep a huge city running — 
and George Orwells novel 1984 (1948), which portrayed a 
dystopia where every living room is fitted with a huge TV 
screen that couldn't be turned off and.which is used by the 
fascist State to spout propaganda and spy on the popu- 
lace 


FUTURE PARANOIA 

In the 50s and early 60s the development of the atomic 
bomb and fear of Communism lead to a growth in paranoid 
fantasies populated by overgrown natural fauna or bug 
eyed monsters. Mankind, it seemed, was too busy fighting 
lor its very survival to worry about the future. 

At this point, special mention should be made of the 
author Ray Bradbury, who had several interesting ideas of 
how the media would impact on our lives long before even 
TV was fully established. In Fahrenheit 451 (1951), the pro- 
tagonist's wife spends all day in a room made of four giant 
TV screens, soaking in mindnumbing soap operas pumped 
out by the State to keep the population docile. 

Even more interesting was the short story The Veldt, 
Collected in the anthology The Ilustrated Man, which pro- 
posed a children’s playroom that simulated any environ 
ment, such as a medieval castle or, as the title suggests, 


ө The PC Engine - shelved by 

NEC until the second quarter 

(of 1991 - and at that rate we 
тәу never see it 


ө Ramrod. Gremlins 30 iso- 
metric arcade game, was pre- 
viewed in ACE issue ONE! it's 
st officially ‘in production 





How far are we from the Cyberspace 
dream? Not far, if Nolan Bushnell is to 
be believed (as reported exclusively in 
ACE 35) - he's already working on a con- 

| sumer virtual reality product. One of the 
biggest problems to overcome will be 

that of humanicomputer interfacing. It's 

‘all very well have cinema quality visuals 

land CD sound, but how can you become 

totally engrossed if you're still having 
to click on menus with the mouse point: 
sf or twist a joystick about? The 
machine's limitations are still getting in 
the way of the experience. 

This could all change in the near 
future. Research and development com- 
panies across the World are already pro- 
‘ducing prototype speech recognition 
units which, although fairly primitive 
now, will improve. More immediately, 
remote control methods have already 
been seen, such as the Mattel Power. 
Glove and Broderbund's U Force (both 
reported way back in ACE 23). When 
worn these gloves can be used to con- 
trol onscreen events by simple move- 
‘ment of the arm. 

The potential for these devices is 
already huge; you could actually press 
buttons or open doors in а game with- 
‘ut being anywhere near the computer 
or the TV Н this could be combined with 
some sort of tactile feedback, зо that 
You could actually fee! the doorhandie 
э you turned It, the first true steps to 
virtual reality would be here. However, 
such a device would be highly complex, 
and is not going to be around for quite 
a white. 


DANCE THAT VIDEO. 
Another device with Cyberspace possi 








bilities is the IMME (Interactive Multi 
Media Engine - reported in ACE 31). 
Basically consisting of a room lined with 
motion sensors, visual and audio events 
оп four video screens are triggered by 
the movement of anybody in the room. 
Although currently just a collage of vari 
‘ous images and sounds. the possibilities 
‘are incredible. Combine it with some 
sort of treadmill and you could walk 
around an artificial environment. inter 
acting with it. Add sensor 

feedback and advanced speech recogni- 
tion and the fantasy of Cyberspace 
would become a reality. 

Interested in experiencing the birth 
of Cyberspace? Who isn't? ACE will have 
the IMME in the "Living Room of the 
Future’ and you will be able to sample 
its delights. Believe us. it's an experi 
‘ence you shouldn't miss! 
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an African veldt. In a similar way to which experts think cur- 
rent multi media devices could develop, this simulation 
could be walked around and interacted with totally, just lke 
reality. In fact, it was so real that, in а technophobic twist 
typical of the times, the simulated lions of the veldt killed 
people! 

Following the Vietnam War, the dystopia theme was 
explored again in films such as THX 1138 (directed by 
George ‘Star Wars’ Lucas), Alphaville and Logan's Run , 
amongst many others, A more optimistic view was given 
by Stanley Kubrick's 1968 fim 2001 - A Space Odyssey. 
These films are typical of the futures popular around the 
late 60s and 70s, where people wander around white, ant 
Septic, plastic rooms wearing awful onepiece suits, 

So many of these visions of the future are way off the 
mark, generally underestimating the current technological 
тамасе. For example, in the 305, 40s and 50s, many writ 
ers didn't think that there'd be а man on the moon until the 
next century, yet the combination of World War Il and the 
Cold War encouraged rapid research and human feet 
touched lunar soil in 1969. Likewise, noone foresaw the 
incredible information and communication explosion pro 
duced by the development of the silicon chip. 

The ramifications of this boom have still to penetrate 
the majority of SF. In particular, the films still stick to the. 
old scenarios/new technology formula. Even Bladerunner 
(1982), which is widely regarded as a ‘realistic’ view of the 
future, hardly acknowledges the impact that computer 
technology will have on us all. O.K., there's a twoway TV. 
‘phone and a hologram viewer, but these ideas are not 
exactly new. In essence, the film is а 40s detective drama 
with flying cars. 

More recently, Total Recall (1990) had the neat idea of 
artificial memory implants, and Schwarzenegger's living 
room had wallsize TV and a clever holographic tennis 
tutor, but it's still a future we can all recognise from now. 











CYBERPUNK 
The most interesting and plausible ideas of how things тау 
go are provided by such authors as William Gibson and 
Bruce Stering, leaders of the Cyberpunk movement. In the 
Cyberpunk future, the concepts of artificial realities and 
personalities, computer/human neural links, and societies 
where information is more important than money, are 
explored in depth. 

But who's to say that these views, which currently 
seem quite probable, won't look as quaint and dated as 
those that went before. There may be a revolution in tech- 
nology just around the comer that no-one can foresee, but 
you can be sure of one thing — if there is and it affects you, 
you'll read about it first in АСЕ! 
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Ё and multimedia technologies and their applications in the 
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First we'l be taking you from 1 to the 
year 2000 with the plans and future ome of 
the world's biggest software compare: want to find is goin 
Out What you'l be playing іп 2000AD, this is where you 
find out e The big 
we've EVER 
But thats not al. We're also bringing you 
ө the low-down on MINDWARE - а new de а featur ing Commande ooking mean in the ACE preview 








ing hardware and software 
be bringing you the low 
developments that are leading to the constructio 
Mind Gymnasium in London. Find out ай about in 
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© onthespot report from Milenium, fe DEAR NEWSAGENT, ! 
И соке Ав a sophisticated user of highly complex elec- | 
and Archipelagos, to name but two. Plus the chance to find tronic equipment for entertainment purposes, | ! 
‘ut about their latest projects — a futuristic sports game эк Ж Фк ЧЫ роз Un АСК Ыра T 
ME аа омы competition ever. Please reserve for me a copy ! 
landing and a very weird sounding titie that has you taking АН: 
Ки sit ofa North American Irion (Advanced Computer Entertainment), due out on ! 
Thursday October 4th. | shall be everlastingly ! 
ө The Chris Crawford Sto HAND THIS FORM ; E'2teful (and possibly rich). : 
front, Balance of Power, Bala TO YOUR ! 
and Butter has had an eno NEWSAGENT sue i 
yes and coding. John Cook delvers 
analysis of a major figure in games де Loc 





ө On the spot reports from the 











ACTION, ADVENTURE AND STRATEGY INTHE | 


DRAGONLANCE | 



















FREE AD&D’ CLUEBOOK! 
LOOK FOR THE BOXES WITH OUR SPECIAL 
dm ADED' STICKER ОМ! _ 


CLUEBOOKS AVAILABLE WITH THE FOLLOWING PRODUCTS. 
CER A Б Е 
















Atari ST,Amiga,PC СВМ 64/128 ask, 
(CGA, EGA, Tandy), ІВМ and Amiga. 
Amstrad & CBM 64/ 
128 cassette dax and 


FROM THE FOLLOWING AD&D* STOCKISTS... 


СВМ 64/128 а, 
Atari ST, Amiga and 
IBM. 
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subscription offer 





12 Issues from your newsagent would normally cost you 
£19.20 

Receive free quarte 
subscriber's newslette 





Don't queue for your copy! 


Receive priority allocations at ACE conferences* and get 
free tickets (non-subscribers pay £5). 


Guarantee 





pu 





Overseas subscriptions (12 months) Air 
Mail Europe £42.95 6 Air Mail Rest of 
World £72.95 @ Surface Mail All 
Territories £27.95 
just fill in the form below or call 0858 410510 
credit card hotline 0858 410888 
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THE ACE 
PROMISE 


D ACE is DIFFERENT Fe 
ONLY reviews finished games. I is reviewed 

here, Its what you'll get in the shops. if there's 
any exception to this rule, the page will clearly 
бе marked PREVIEW and the game is not rated. 
We won't let you down by reviewing half fir- 
иле versions and demos. And to give you even 
ACE Preplay feature, See opposite or Full det 


El ACE is DEFINITIVE чөй чий 
ly tested. If we come across bugs or other deft 
делдек. we check immediately with the comps 
my concerned. Then we give you the whole story 
Whenever possible, we'll give you more than. 
the review - analysis, comparison, and technical 
information i all included wherever possible. 


Б ace is DEPENDABLE fele 


buying decisions. Not only do we insist on. 


make sure that all ratings are checked by the 
wing staff. We GRILL those games: 


—— mediora, but after 
mime ihe eho granny a an 


PIC POWER 


The PIC - Predicted Interest Curve 
is the most sophisticated revie 

around. 

We on ACE know you don't just play a 

game - you experience it. The Predicted 

Interest Curve is the only review system 

that takes this all-important factor into 

account. 

The curve is divided into 
indicating the player's adren: 
after one minute, one hour, one day, one 
week, one month, and one year. And this 
can tell you a lot more about a game than 
just the interest levels. 

For example, a high one minute rating 
means that the game must look fantastic 
and get you all excited from the word go. 
That means it's probably a good game to 
show off to the neighbours - who proba- 
bly aren't going to pay attention for 
much more than a minute anyway. 

The minute, hour, and day ratings can 
tell you a lot too. If there's a dip here, fol 
lowed by a rise, you've got a game that 
тау take a bit of getting into. 
Alternatively, the graphics may put you 
off for a while until the gameplay starts. 
to grip. Check out the PIC comment for 
more details. 

Finally, you've got the month and year 
ratings. The better a game holds up here 
the more deserving it is of your hard 
‘earned cash. 
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SCREEN 


This month's section is even bigger and better than ever. 


© Bigger, because we've brought you more games, ranging from the 
superlative Powermonger to the ludicrous Monty Python. 


Better, because in our never-ending search for the prefect reviews 
section, this month we've introduced two new improvements: the 
ACE Preplay feature now keeps you right up to date with the latest 
product - see the page opposite for full details. And we've redesigned 
the ratings boxes to save space - space we use to tell you even more 
about the game. 


And don't forget - ACE is the only magazine with regular review sec- 
tions for computers, consoles, and CDs, giving you complete coverage 
of games today - and tomorrow. 


Question: Is this game really going to grab me? And for how long? 
Answer: the PIC curve - the heart of the ACE Rating System. 
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POWER 


If you thought Populous was something special, wait 
ELECTRONIC ARTS latest Bullfrog masterpiece a full 
the power 59 worlds - if everyone in Britain had 
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t they 














iy loyal sa 


















ig off the last one 


on the shores of a large island, part 
up of 200 making up the ‘world’. This is 
a land that needs a King and who better to wear 
the crown than yourself? Unfortunately, the resi 
dents of the islands don't appreciate your 

upwardly mobile ambitions, and will do all they 


find himse 














you. Raiding towns and villages wil 
result in the occupants either fighting to the 
death or being ‘persuaded’ to become part of 





your merry band, Once enough people follow 
ur flag, they will make you King. You can then 
ove onto the next island. 


















Although the early islands are relatively easy 
and can be won by simply attacking as many 
natives as quickly as possible, it is only later 
when you encounter similarly am opposing 
leaders or ‘Captains’ commanding 





with superior weaponry and your о 5 
collapsing from hunger, that you begin to 
геру is required to. 
hen that you also begin to 
the game and the 





succeed, Itis abi 

appreciate the depth 

amount of thou, аз gone ir 
Defeating one of the Captains puts him in your 
ontrol; һе can then lead an independent faction 

However, an army marches on 

h, and these longer campaigns wil 

at follower: located to food pr 
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The boys at Bullfrog have been beavering away 
at Powermonger for the last 13 months, and all 
that hard work certainly shows. At maximum 
зоот out, which is only used to get a quick 
‘overview of the surroundings, things may seem 
do move a little sluggishly, but when you consid- 
ж that the system is processing an incredible. 
20% polygons and around 500 sprites you 
realise the immensity of the technical achieve: 

ment. 

At medium range zoom, 

(he level at which you'll play 
‘most of the game, everything 












MONGER 


until you get your hands on this! ACE gives 


playtested preview.. 





Powermonger can generate 4 to 


started working through the worlds since the 


just about 


duction. You can watch your people as they 
таве crops, tend cattle, herd sheep or even go 
fishing in the case of coastal owns, Should two 
‘nearby vilages have a good year they celebrate 
by meeting up for a game of baseball - you can 
take a seat onthe bleachers and cheer on your 
favourite side! 

Atematively you can set a vilage the task of 
inventing a new weapon, which could be anything 
{rom a bow and arrow to cannons. Naturally, the 
vilagers need raw materials to do this so - say 
they need wood — they! march off to the nearest 
forest and cut down trees. If they need metal 
от, һеуі set ир a mine. You can then equip 
‘Your men or trade these goods with other vib 
lages. 


now. 





RIVER DEEP, MOUNTAIN HIGH 
The graphics, which give an initial impression of 
Populous, are superb. The landscape is vector- 
нар! based and allows a great deal of flebit 
Ayr can be zoomed in or out on, rotated, tited 
and expanded to fil the screen to your own 
taste. The buildings and people are bitmapped 
Iraphics that grow or shrink but don't rotate — 
‘though this isn't noticeable during play 

This flexibility has alowed Bullfrog to repro- 
ке a huge number of natural phenomena in the 


game. Just about every geological or geographi 
cal feature is present: there are plains, deserts, 
hills, mountains, rivers, valleys, waterfalls and 
forests; it rains and the seasons change, which 
is reflected graphically by specks of snow 
appearing on the ground and the trees losing 
their leaves as the world turns to winter. 

These features, clever as they are, are not 
there just for cleverness’ sake. Attack a hillside 
town from the slope and they'll see you coming 
from miles off and prepare defences, but attack 
from over the brow of the hill and youll have the 
advantage of surprise. Make people attack in 
snowy weather and they'll not only eat more 
food, they may get lost or fed up and desert! 


BIG IS BEAUTIFUL 
One of the most breathtaking aspects of the 
game is its sheer size and scope. The game uni 





verse is huge (see box); each ‘world consists of 








200 islands to be conquered, and each island іс 
populated with 512 people with their own jobs. 
and characters. 

The Captains all have individual personalities 
While a bellicose one will be great for a bit of 
hard bargaining over trade goods, he may have. 
no idea of how to supervise the invention of a 
new weapon. Strategy pervades every aspect of 
the game, and the player must allocate his 
resources and time wisely 

This may lead you to think that this wil all 
involve remembering hundred of commands and. 
require thousands of key presses, Not so — the 
game has been designed with ease-of-use as one 
of the main objectives and, like Populous, all 
actions are governed by just 20 icons. The com- 
puter does most of the hard work for you and. 
lets you just get on with playing the game. The 
islands have been designed so that new features 
and strategy elements are introduced gradually, 
allowing the novice to build up his or her prof 
ciency before having to tackle the harder islands. 

Of course, this prettier and bigger business is 
all very nice, but is it as good as Populous? Well 
the honest answer has to be no — it's far better! 
їп the space available | can only give a brief idea 
of the things to see and do, and this is stil just 
the preview version! The final version should 
have several extra features, most importantly the 
sound effects (which we are promised will be 
very special on the Amiga) and the ability to spy 
and besiege villages, and these can only add to 
an already very exciting piece of software. Look 
forward to a full indepth ACE review in the next 
issue! 





ө David Upchurch 
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This space еріс - and 
big Christmas hope for 
the ELECTRONIC ZOO 
stable - bears more 
than a striking resem- 
blance to Elite. Does it 
live up to its famous 


| ancestor? 





Te serere sting for a Xiphon tempie - about te be 
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TACTICS AND 
GAMEPLAY 


and you n There are no strict guide 





the method of 


bases along the 
‘maintaining good relation: 
with both sides, in your 

earch for a sixth, central 

















ntrol of your ship on 
this vast journey is best 
achieved via mouse b 
used to advance and reverse - although the | register on th 


foun hs “an ong ке 











ursor keys provide an alternative. Firing use 0 p 
the function keys (each of the first five emit ose eads to your ship being 
ferent weapon of successive capability). While hile routing your 





this may seem an illogical ch 





e, it allows the rse 





player the speed of movement necessary to game al 
react to rapidly changing situations – of which through space. 
there are many (such as мом 

Remaining controls allow operation of a dock Cenary activ 















ing beacon, map, identification 
mation. The latter two fun. 
useful within a game of thi 
Operating the ID function p 
anything within your viewing г 
than one ot 








ng pre 


repeated pressing cycle until boxing 





ect allowing 
what course of action to take. 


the object of your choice 
F10 displays information on the 
you to dec 
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merely for landing, and even saving a game in 
nally however, it 
information useful to 





progress costs credits! Occa: 
may be that a base divulg 









cenary errand against the oppositi 





POLE POSITION 
Traversing betwe 





n Universes involves discovery 


of the Pole base. Once found, you must be su 





essfully admitted before being spewed out into 


the adjoining Universe. Travel is limited to one 





direction however. Co-ordinates leading to t 
Pole base may be purchased. Alternatively you 
е assisted by small creatures known 





Wanderers who are quite willing to lead you 
the Pole and whom you must protect from possi 
le attack 

















pace environment with incredibly fast, well 
designed graphics conveying as much realism a 
possible in a completely unknown environ 
nent. Although the initial concept may smack of 
Elte tion of a practice or "Raid" mode 
allows arcade freaks to blast to their hearts’ con 





tent, whils 





those looking for something more in 
on their hands. 

ple of a contempo- 
е game. Let's hope the Simula 
luce software of similar 





depth have a vast challen 
Xiphos is an excellent ex: 








rary space trac 
y in the future 
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ELITE ON THE WANE? | 


Elite generated a whole genre of space trading 
‘scenarios that has kept discriminating 
gamesters busy for several years. But can the 
formula survive? 

The problem lies in the increased competition 
from strategic games like Populous and 
Powermonger on the one hand and the growing 
‘complexity of conflict scenarios (eg Midwinter) 
оп the other. Тһе space trading genre has a lot 
of potential, but it needs to be taken into new 
areas of resource management and interaction if 
itis going to give us another game as influential 
as Elite. | 
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Don't get caught 
27А by the Warlocks! 


ce a grade in the school of 


magic your tutor himself kidnapped. You have 
to rescue him or you'll never graduat 
Battling through eight diverse and dangerou: 
along the 

to fight off deadly a 

your tutor 
But it's going to be а 
along to incr 


Screen Shots from 
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Сап Cadaver breathe new 
life into an old game- 
style? IMAGEWORKS and 
the Bitmaps follow up 
Zoo's Treasure Trap with 
another 16-bit isometric 
3D adventure 











Sometric adventures were big business on 
the Bbits, with games such as Head over 

Heels and Batman leading the pack. The secret 
of her success was probably the fact that they 
appealed t just about everybody - there was 
pirekprecision jumping for platform freaks, mon 
ster blasting lor arcade addicts and puzzles 
galore ог adventurers 

On the 163 machines, for reasons not entire 
I clear, {ё have been very few isometric titles 
{Zoo's recén: Treasure Trap is one exception), so 
Cadaver comes as something of a curiosity, 
blending à feeltig of deja vu with a sensation of 
excited redistovery. Its credits are certainly 
impressive - you can't argue with the famous 
Bitmap Brothers - but can even this much hyped 
team breathe real magic into such an old genre? 

The game starts with you, Karadoc the dwarf, 
standing by your boat atthe entrance to the 
erie Castle Wulf, Your mission isn't made clear 
inthe instructions; you have to find it out along 
the way. This means your first couple of goes 
WÎ demand a lot of exploration and experimenta 
tion to get you a rough idea of what you're sup- 
posed to be doing. 

The object control method is much more com- 
plex than you'd expect if you've been brought up 
^n games ike Knight Lore and Head Over Heels 











Another prety кузел, but Cadaver tands to otter rather more scenery than scion. As 
Veram er nots tof bouncing. bobbing. weaving open Pere 


CADAVER 


- it consists of a group of icons at the base of 
the screen which roughly depict different actions 
(eg. drop, throw, etc.) You select the object you 
want to use from your rucksack and then whatev 
ег you want to do with it from the icon menu. 

Graphics are everything you could want them 
to be - crisp, clear and colourful. The screen i 
beautifully designed, with 
place just right. The so pp 
far between, but what's there is adequate 

The problem with Cadaver is that t seems to 
have lost a good deal of the appeal of the old 8 
bit isometric games. That appeal was basicaly 
the degree of arcade action — jumping, dodging 
and sometimes fring - and the puzzle element 
was effectively confined to smal The 

games were easy 

and the screen 
antiy аме with obstacles 
and opposition. A simple 
recipe, OK, but an effective. 
In Cadaver, however, 








мегуи 
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ен 
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has changed. You spend a 
lot of the time just walking 
around, picking things up, 
dropping them, and walking 
around again. Although still 
undeniably an arcade adven- 
ture, the emphasis is def 
nitely on the latter 

's по denying that this 





get into 





game as youre likely to get and there are hun 
dreds of screens and lots of puzzles, but the iso. 
metric presentation of the game is slightly mi: 
leading. No jumping, dodging mayhem this, but 
more of a multiscreen puzzler, That will doubt 

less appeal to many, but personally | think the 
ld recipe had more bounce. 








© Nick Baynes 
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Veteran programmer Tony 
Crowther leaps back into 
the limelight with superla- 
tive space-age 
challenge for 
MINDSCAPE 
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Once booted up, the first thing to hit you about 
Captive is its sie: a staggering total of 5900 
missions (64900 bases) to undertake 


All this is possible because Tony Crowther has 
developed a new data generating and manage: 
ment system. called Architect, which means that 
tach base is unique. The system also means that 
cach time a level is complete, a new, higher 

level can be automatically preconstructed. 


‘Architect adds variety of gameplay and envir- 
onment to some excellent, bitmapped graphics 


enhancing the feel of each 
‘us inhabitants of each planet have 

fully designed to convey as much variety and 
originality as possible. Have you ever s 
flanged rampaging bush before?! Sound is 
allen enhancing effect - it's a bit repetitive but 
that doesn’t detract from the gameplay, 











each droid in battle formation. This cc 
‘lows you to rotate your droid, giving 
‘of your immediate surroundings whilst 
in one spot. 








Each droid may be moved around within the 
formation by clicking on two separate dr 
icons whereupon they wil swap places. The lead 


















droid is denoted by a crown on his position icon 
(tothe right of the control cluster), which al 
shows a simplified health and power reading and 
allows any droid to be promoted to leader simply 
by doubleciicking the icon. 
Information on general health and the com 
\ of each droid backpack may also be 
gained from this icon. It is from here that the 
droids may be modified — objects and even limb 
may be exchanged. Other important icons 
Include the multidroid icon, (allowing the player F vit f 





to view the statis 





s of all dr 
the hand icons (for allocating, sv 
and using objects) and t 








and the disk icon 














which allows the player to load or 
save a game i 

DUNGEON MASTERY 

The majority с тееп is devot 
main viewing area, where the act 








played in first person perspective (using а 
30 stye о that seen in Dungeon Master). Your 
location is viewed th 
ing droid in 
blacks out 

Battle against enemies is carried out by click 
ing on a droid's hand icon to administer a punch 
Gf empty handed) or a blast from the си 
Weapon held. In typical skltbased RPG style, 
ferent droids have different degrees of 
eyin using the van 

Whe 
be picked up, such as more weapons or money 
Battles often lead to injuries, whereupon you 
Wander around until you find a shop where any 
spare cash may be spent on armoury, и: 
өйгә or repairs to damaged d 
main playarea are five screens displaying 
information, such 








ugh the eyes of the lead 
vent of its demise 
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5 weapon 
creatures die, they may leave objects t 


















speak peek to spot danger, using a remote can 4 
era which may be purchased from one of the mene 
shops. s 
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ут easy to complete, providing many hours of 


intriguing gameplay. 


© Alex Ruranski 


Captive started lite as Project X and we asked 
ACE readers to enter the ACE Name the Game 
v and christen It. The winner is John 


gestion was, of course, CAPTIVE and he's won 
himself a Gameboy and Mindscape software, 
Not only that but Mindscape have agreed to 
credit John in the game itself 

The two runners-up (who also receive 
Gameboy») are Mark Hughes from Glossop in 
Derbyshire, who suggested "The CALLED’ 
(The Cryogenic Awakening Lost Logic Emphatic 
roids) and Andrew Pike from Eccles in 
Manchester, who put forward "Escape from. 


then goes on to say that “if you add 248 and 418 
you get 666, The Number Of The 
per" 
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VIRGIN MASTERTRONIC LIMITED 16 PORTLAND ROAD. LONDON WT ALA. 





Ime Entertainment: 


winever be the same again! 


SEGA has created the ultimate in games console technology. 

A home system with the power of true 16-bit technology. 

High definition arcade-quality graphics. 

Realistic sounds and music in stereo. 

Mega Drive: The new dimension in game play. Golden Axe ws 
£34.99 
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he first thing you notice is the viewpoint 
Most game 
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ө Khalid Howader 


Just as you thought the 
season for “footie” 
games was over with 
the end of the World 
Cup, MICROPROSE release 
what they call ‘the most 
accurate simulation of 
football seen on the 
screen’ 


INTERNATIONAL 
SOCCER CHALLENGE - 
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The team that brough you the excel- 
lent Rick Dangerous go hacking and 
slaying with CORE DESIGN 


Core Design, whose 





latest release Torvak 
The Warrior bears а 
striking re 
the story of said sword 
wielding maestro 
Following a five year 
elfmposed exile 
Torvak returns to hi 
homeland Ragnor, rav 








aged beyond rei 
tion in the b 








Tormanian war 
Having reache 








the outskirts of the once thriving те 








village, he is startled by a voice emanating from "rough 
the now twisted figure of "The Elder’, w parts of the A 
informs Torvak of the arrival of the Necromancer as armour 








and the darkness he has brought to bear replenish energy) and 


instinctively, Torvak now knows the path he must — these more ba: 


















take - а career in carvery as a hacking, slaying 
prte. 

Initially armed with a double-handed axe 
must guide Torvak through the five levels 
ig his homeland until coming face 
with the Necromancer, whom you must t 
patch. Each level is distinctive, increasing in diff 
culty, beginning with Torvak's ravaged village and 
progressing through the swamp to ti 
and into the jungle, after which you must neg 
ate the Necromancer's castle 

Particular types of 
enemies (including 
Ores, Piranhas 
pions, Warrior: 
lers and killer 
pines) are spe 

ach level and 
tive attack 



















ing m. 
Which must obviously 
be dealt with in a spe. 
cific way. Levels а 
include some under- 
groun 











sequences, 
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ack'n'slay game in the same vein as the age-old 
immediately 

at Torvak can be extremely 

low initial speed of the main 


nescapable f 





prite hampers the gameplay and lowers the 
interest leve 
е used to the sluggish control, howe 
to improve along with gameplay 
gression level is of considerable 
length and the extras to be found are a welcome: 
addition to character performance and keep you 
persevering in a game that would othe 
fairly quickly. 
side, Torvak suffers son 
xrites have all been well de 
nd animation appear to have been lost 
е way, both falling far short of what a 16 
it machine is capable of. Backgrounds are both 
acklustre and repetitive, with a nor-parallax hark 
ntal scroll and very little detail 
cally, FX are limited to the statutory grunt 
d swish noises associated with hack'n'sla 
and the soundtracks that are pr 
somehow better suited to а 






A challenge, certainly, but the determination is 
as much to overcome the u 

itis to succeed and enjoy. Definitely a game 
ut barbarian fans only. 


sive control 
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CARTHAGE 


Feature Packed Action and Strat 


As a Carthagian hero you must not only repel Roman invasion by 
Successful troop strategy but also maintain your armies 
ever-waning supplies by running the gauntlet on your chariot to 
deliver much-needed m 


Survey the detailed North African landscape and zoom in on your 
troops to administer strategy. Decide which of your armies needs 
a cash injection then grab the reins for a mind-boggling 
first-person-persp deliver the money 
Strategy and arcade action Superbly combined to give you a taste 
of ancient history so real you can almosi the elephants! 


SEEING IS BELIEVING 


PSYGNOSIS 
FREEPOST 
LIVERPOOL L3 3AB 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Tel: 051-709 5755 
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Ultima VI 


The False Prophet 
М) АРЕ 


For further information оп Mindscape products and your local Dealer, contact: 
Mindscape International Limited, PO Box 1019, Lewes, East Sussex ВМ8 4DW. 
Tel. 0444 86 545/547. 









Celebrating the 10 Year. 
Anniversary of ULTIMA! 


{bit andy отита 
computers! Ре 
Watch for the 

deluxe, 


, limited-edition 
of Ultima И. 


Available in 
all major 16 bit 
formats. 









SUPREMA 


YOUR WILL BE DONE 


























n the traditional mould of the roleplaying 
M gone, тают очае prevousy кюп for 
Such games as Seven Gates Of Jambala and 
Chambers Of Shaolin, now bring you 
Dragonflight, a quest to reinstate magic and dis 
cover the fate of the dragons, now disappeared 
but once prolific within the land of Pegana. 
Incorporating all the aspects that RPG fans 
have come to appreciate, Dragonflight pro 
to include real game depth, atmospheric sound 
and stunning graphics together with numerous 
animated sequences (including battle scenes) of 
very high quality. Taking control of a party of 4 
characters — now almost standard within any fan- 
(азу RPG (warrior, magic user, dwarf and elf) 
Dragonflight leads you through 10 dungeons with 
up to 14 levels displayed in the first person per: 
spective and through 12 cities and villages. 
Interaction is of course vital and to this end 
there are dozens of free-roaming independent 
characters whom you must associate with in the 
event of success. As well as presenting the play 
er with an extensive system of spells, 
Dragonflight incorporates more than 150 use 
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perna requence Iom DRAGONFLIGHT 


On a wing and a prayer 
with THALION 











able items such as weapons, potions, clothes 
and scrolls. Presentation comes in the form of a 
lengthy, illustrated novella (describing plot and 
detailing instructions), sticker and poster. 

All 21, 2.5 megabytes of data have been 
used to bring you an RPG of what looks like the 
highest quality. Don't miss the full review of 
Dragonflight in the next issue 
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US. Gold Ltd., Units 2/3 Holford Way, Holford, Birmingham B6 7AX. Tel: 021 625 3366. 











In FLIP-IT & 
MAGNOSE, two 


players c 





head-to-heod on their 


WHO WILL RETURN 
AS CHAMPION OF 
MARS? 
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THE SPY WHO + 
= LOVED ME 


elcome comrade. After a quiet summer, 
Domark is set to rele 

this autumn thanks to its new inhouse sof 
development team known as the Kremlin 

The Spy Who Loved Me, based around the 
James Bond movie, on Spectrum, C64, СРС 
ST, PC. Badlands, conversion of the 
dup Super Sprint Tengen coin-op, on 
Spectrum, C64, Amiga, ST, CPC, РС. Mig-29 
Fulcrum (working title), Domark s first fh 
on Amiga, ST, PC, STUN Runner, conver 
the 3D Roadblasters Tengen coin-op, on 
Spectrum, C64, CPC, Amiga, ST, P 
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The comrades ot ha Kremlin (Domark's softwere 
development house) are offering » unique ser 
‘vice te all modem users = фо upline and down- 
dos special games, musie ari graphics deme. 
‘ign. ST and PO. You can also leave messages. 
And Ncscores. The DomariKremiin bulletin board. 
open everydey from Bpm Ram on 0933 21744. 
‘Some connect codes for the cyberspace cowboys: 
3400 & м, 1 (2400 һәм, eight databits, no parity, 
‘one rtopbit). We promise you won't get fiat. 
ined 


{ust ati сыл aman through aught treacherous Wace in 


Roger Moor played James Bond in seven 007 movies 
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Take to the sky аза 
Soviet Top Gun with 
Electronic Arts new flight 
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tured from the 
As а new recruit, you 
idvised to train ir 
simulator m 
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tive looking manual inclu 
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PLAY ‘THE BREED ...THEN FEAR THE NIGH 


NIGHIBREED 


THE INTERACTIVE MOVI 


HITE HI 10 BE RESPONSIBLE FOR \ SERIES OF MIU RDERS: ARON HOt 
LED MIDIAN WHERE А RACE OF SUPERS ATL 
ISOLVED I ROM CHE INE MANETS OE У 








IN VHD LO МЧ LIE UIL SU WORLD BOONE DISCOVERS | 
LNDERGROLND УЕ КОРОНУ. HOPING LOBE ЛССР УКОМ ОГ 


"BREED! HOWEVER HIS Y BECOMES ELEEILEED IN V MGITEN E 
ASHTON. ATEN НЕВЕ I PELOQUIN. VC ANNU ALISTIC BR 
Je ND THES ADERGOES УУ INCREBDIBLE ПАУКА 
t 1) HOONE LEADS LUE POLICE DEP MENT: 1 SH 
VILI AHON WHERE EVERY UNG LIVE Is DIFFERENT MUNI 
HEE RODD LESE SONS OF THE FRE 
VPN BER 
iL 
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OCEAN SOFTWARE LIMITED. 
6 COMB SIRIEI. MANCHESTER. M2 5NS 
TEL: 061 832 6633 061 834 0650 








AZTECS 


Discover the steamy 
secrets of US GOLD'S 
Aztec adventure 





е and dne 
an 


ret Conrad, ех Special Fo 
ime CIA, is an alkaction guy waiting f 
adventure to happen. The adventure comes 
along in the form of an old Amazon map, pin 
pointing the location of a hidden Aztec tomb. 
Within the tomb lies incredible wealth — and it's 
there just waiting to be plundered. 

Programmed by Kinetica software, Gold of 
the Aztecs is the result of 27,000 hours of work 
with several megabytes worth of graphics and 
animation. This arcade adventure smoothly 
scrolls on as Brett parachutes into the jungle, 
shoots his way past hordes of nasty Amazonian 
headhunters, and penetrates into the under: 
ground passages that lead to the Aztec tomb 
and the gold. As if the headhunters aren't deadly 
enough, the route to the Aztec tomb is riddled 

















with a variety of very nasty booby traps, all wait 
ing to consign Bret to the same fate that befell a 
group of greedy Conquistadors 400 years 
before 

Against the dangers of the Amazon, Bret is 
armed only with his trusty automatic and а 
machete. Luckily he's a very 
able to run, jump, сит, 
and backwards somersai 
ble. Guiding Bret through all the danger to the 
ultimate prize calls for patience, nerves of steel 
and some serious joystick waggling. Avoiding. 
deadly blowpipewielding headhun 











ot to mention forward 





way out of t 
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SHOCKWAVE 


igital Magic Software (DMS) was formed in 
1988 by two exCRL games developers, 
Jon Law and Jules Burt. During his time at CRL, 
Law was graphics designer for the infamous hor- 
Tor games: Jack the Ripper, Wolfman and 
Frankenstein. So will the latest DMS releases 
look horrifying? See for yourself with these ACE 
sneak glimpses of Shockwave and Escape From 
Colditz. 








(© Rik Haynes 


Tire fis but the Gorman Special Camp af Cait during 
бога. И you really want to, you can even dig tunnel" OU 
In Novembar on Amiga, SE PC and CIA. 


They're shocking. They're 
captivating. They're the 


latest games from DIGITAL 


MAGIC SOFTWARE... 
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Seid othe Ares Pret ond ДІГІ 


phants, and deadly Aztec booby traps will take 
some practice. 

The map gives you a scrolling piece by pi 
view of the complete layout of passages lea 
to the tomb, and as you'll see, it's enormous! 
Nobody could hope to get right the way through 
the labyrinth in one sitting, so а ‘save game’ 
ud 

іп terms of gameplay, layout and presenta 
tion, Gold of the Aztecs is a slickly conceived 
game. The sprites are detailed and well drawn 
Bret himself is a typical Rambo style hunk, while 
the headhunters are a potbellied looking lot. The 
horizontally scrolling jungle scenery is well ren 
i without garish and unrealistic 
while the arcade style animation keeps the action 

It might take a long time, but finally getting 

through to the actual tomb, and getting the 
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option is in 














dered, colour 











gives a real sense of achievement, not to 
mention wealth beyond your dreams. There's 
nough tension and excitement in Gold of the 





Aztecs to sati 
freaks 





fy most à 





е style adventure. 
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US GOLD have an anti 
dote for E-Motion fans 












ay traced rarity was Е 





highly original game 


gave us the super-addictive Pipemania 
ym Entertainment International) have teamed 
of Vaxine. 

set inside the huma 
0 de: aging 
ust protect the key body cells 
which are half buried in tissue. The invading 
viruses are represented by different coloured 








game is 

















balls, as are your antidotes. Failure to hi 





Viruses with an antidote of a like colour does not 





destroy the virus, but causes a 
dropped, 


small star to be 
replenishes your 






ig over the landscape, 
The amount your ammo is 


antidote 


СЕТИ stars 











depends on firing 
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Delphine has fol 
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wed the success of Future 
ther Cinematique interactive 
eration Stealth has all the addic 
venture, and is totally 
tantly playable. Unlike. 











of an interact 
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bjects you pick up and 















‘Don't past there you ve got оннан fighter to fin ine, are shown in close up, so you can 
actually see what you're looking at. You move 

he new Stealth Fighter is the most sophis- Glames around exotic locations, pick up, exam 
ticated aircraft in aviation history. Totally іе, and use objects and generally interact with 





invisible to Radar, able to fly low and fast, and 
ssessing state of the art weapons and avi 
ics, its the pride of the US Airforce. 
Unfortunately for the Americans, it h 
tolen! 

The CIA is called in to hunt for the m 
craft, and they in turn, call in their top 


the scenery and any characters you meet, all 
ей to the full as he 
ighter and tails 
and 
f dangerous situ- 
d and (һе 
the game the feel of a 
The game wil undoubtedly 
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air 
dercov 


er agent, John Glames (a sort of America 


James 





nd). Using his skill, ingenuity, 











and an array of gadgets, (including ї you, while the 
such handy travelleing aids as iderwater sequent 
passport forging machine and 





pen that squirts acid) Glames mis- 













sion to takes him to the exotic South playability of thé game makes for an engrossing 
American state of Santa Paragua, and addictive game. You'll get really involved and 
(where the the ruling Miltary Dictator is | won't want to leave Op Stealth alone until you've 
top of the CIA's suspect list in the search for Шот of the mystery. Operation 
the stealth, but he's g KGB hı ned, thought-out and put 
also heard about the disapp: and their 
agents are hot on the tral ө Ivan Hawksley 
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ately begin looking for a companion of the same 
ur.Upon finding each other, they join and 
hunt for a third. When all three are stringing 
along they'll head for your most vulnerable parts 
and pluck them from the body wall. The viruses 
then pop with excitement, releasing more, differ 
ent coloured bachelor viruses to repeat the pro: 
ess. To help you, there are portals in the body 
which, when entered, freeze the game and allow 
you to move around checking on the loca 
tions of hidden viruses. The level is com- 

te s are eliminated, 
Vaxine is definitely a game to test 
your skills, and while the overall 
look of the product may deter 
the more strategic player, the game 
does require a significant amount of 
thought as random blasting leads to an 
ultimately 
need for rapid handeye coordination, Vaxine is 
recommended as an original and entertaining 
product 
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missing stealth fighter... 
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Crazy balls and 

psychedelic landscapes in 
Millennium's new puz- 
zlei 








landscape and change its colour. 
nal scenario, but games like t 











nades, funnily 
tal to his health. 1 
friend 0 
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And while we're on the Millenium case,‏ ا 
Yolanda, (slightly ancient) reissue involving 12‏ 
levels of dangerous, sweaty-palmed platform‏ 
action is due out in late September.‏ 4 
promising looking example of cute, involving Тһе game has the heroine of the tite strug-‏ 
being‏ ' 
‘green’‏ 
келен originally programmed‏ - 





«але + DIFFICULT TO сон 
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LATE LONDON EDITION 


THE GREAT . 


SUFFERS 
MULTIPLE SETBACKS 


BAD WEATHER DELAYS 
TROOPS 


MASS ATTACK BY 
AIRBORNE 
TROOPS REPELLED 


The Allied Expeditionary Army 
was fighting last night on the 
beaches of Normandy after 
attempting the greatest operation 
of its kind in history. 


Heavy casualties were suffered at 
sea from German shore batteries, 
and the attempted air invasion 
was aborted as parachute troops 
were engaged and shot down as 
they landed. 

Mr. Churchill announced last evening that 
the sea passage had met with “far greater 
resistance than had been anticipated” as the 





weather in the English Channel 
deteriorated rapidly, slowing the Allied 
Forces’ progress as they met not the “stiff 
resistance expected, but a much stronger, 
and agressive Posture” adopted by German 
commanders. 

German forces were expected only to 
defend the Fortress of Europe in the face of 
the concentrated Allied attack on the 
narrow Cherbourg peninsula. Their tactics 
of meeting the Allied attacking hordes with 
split forces on multiple fronts is a reversal 
of the strategy anticipated, illustrating the 
flexibility of the Axis forces’ battle plans, 
Orders issued by the German High 
Command have shown the highest degree 
of thought and planning, as far down the 
chain of command as those given to 
individual battle units. The front-line units 
have high morale and are showing great 
experience in resisting the Allies’ invasion, 
They appear to be utilising the battle tools 
at their disposal to maximum effect. 

It is imperative that the leaders of the Allied 
Expeditionary Force modify their invasion 
plans. It is fortunate that, very soon, 
Rainbird will give them the means to do so. 
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LONDON WED 
ATTEMPTED LANDINGS 
STALLED 


A statement issued from Supremi 
Headquarters, Allied Expeditionary 
Force, yesterday, read:- 
COMMUNIQUE No. 1 

Under the command of General 
Eisenhower, allied naval forces, supported 
by light airforces, attempted to land al 
armies this morning on the north-west 
coast of France, Early reports tell of heavy 
losses in the face of aerial and land bused) g 
bombardments by Axis forces. 





THE KING'S VISIT TO 
SUPREME H.Q. 





BEACH-HEAD REPORTS. 
‘The King visited General Eisenhower at 
Supreme H.Q. Allied Expeditiona 
Forces yesterday afternoon, He was 
accompanied by Мг, Winston Churchill, 
as Minister in Attendance. The King and 
Mr. Churchill also visited Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Trafford Leigh-Mallory, C.- 
C., at his H.Q. of the Allied Air 








ter drove! 
together from Buckingham Palace 
immediately after luncheon, which Mr. 
Churchill had taken with the King. At the 
H.Q. the King and the Prime Minister. 
talked to high officers directing operations 
in the field, and were shown the expected 
effects of the one hundred variables 
governing the outcome of the invasion, 
They were also shown reports coming in 
from the beaches, and discussed the 
Production goals which have been set 
towards building up the ports of Southern 
England. 


—— nO о м асу 2772225 


ALLIES' TACTICAL. 
MISTAKES 


From our Special Correspondent 
in London 

Jt was becoming apparent in London last 

night that Allied commanders may well 

have underestimated the potential of the 

German Forces, and made serious tactical 

errors in drawing up their initial battle plans, 













They must now reassess further lines of 
Action in order to take full advantage of the 
Texbllity at their fingertips. 

The ‘Atlantic Wall” of resistance built by 
the Germans cannot apparently be 
surmounted by the single unit attacks 
launched against it under prevailing 
conditions, Allied forces are preparing to 
switch to multiple front attacks with a 
heightening of agression.The concentration 
‘on viewing the battle at Division Level 
must be widened to encompass a greater 
degree of Group Level strategic planning. 
Even if such last minute switches in the 
battle equations prove wise, doubts are 
surfacing in London over the Allied Forces 
readiness to encounter all sixteen terrain. 
types if a successful beach-head is 
established. 

Allied command has extensive knowledge 
of all ‘special squares’ along the French 
coast. These are points of major strategic 
importance such as ports, towns and 
fortifications. They are gaining up to the 
minute information on local temperature, 
tlimate and wind direction, in addition to 
the potential capability and strengths of the 
Axis production ports. 

Keeping track of all the factors within the. 
conflict is being made easier by the. 
constant updating of battle reports 
dispatched from the front, and the inputting 








UMS II - Nations At War - incorporates 
three scenarios, comprising the Assault 
on Fortress Europe, the Crusades of 
Alexander the Great, and the Napoleonic 
Wars. Developed by Intergalactic, the 
award winning programmers of the 
original UMS, in conjunction with 
Rainbird, the Masters of Strategy, UMS 
H will be available for your Commodore 
Amiga, Atari ST, IBM PC and 
compatibles and Apple Macintosh. 


TIMES 
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of this information into sophisticated pre- 
drawn battle plans. 

So that the early losses which have been 
suffered may be reversed, and the threat of 
German counter-invasion may be repelled, 
Supreme Allied Command are adapting 
those battle-plans in their Master Control 
Panel, thought to be a body of men 
comprising the finest military brains 
available worldwide. 


sweep of England's green shore, countless 
invasion ships lie at their stations, the mind 
recoils from the dimensions of it all 

For those tight packed ships represent only 
опе of the rivers of men and machines that 
all along the coast are pouring out into the 
sea. Four years ago, almost to the day, the 
tide of water had flooded from the east into 
the French channel ports before swirling 
back on Paris and far beyond. Now the tide 
has tumed, and in this suspended moment 


















DECR. d of history the first mighty wave is gathered 
WAITING FOR THE | before it crashes down on the enemy's 
beaches. And the near observer gets no 
WORD тоге than the fleeting, awesome glimpse of 
A VAST GATHERING | it that a solitary swimmer would have of a 
great breaker in an angry sea. 
FINAL MOVES TO THE SEA ee 
From Our Special THE MIGHTIEST 
Correspondent 
An English Port, June 5 1944 Rey aa 





‘The mightiest of all time - such phrases 
соте glibly but say very little, Words, 
indeed, pale before the vastness of the 
reality; attempts to convey the sheer depth. 
of strategy fail in prose. To experience is to 
understand - Nations at War. 
Borne of a classic, the original UMS. 
Imitated but never surpassed.Until now. 
This fragile planet for which man fights is 
mapped with precision.From the war- 
clouds enfolding our Earth to the bloody 
battlefronts of vulnerable flesh, this is а 
truly Unviversal Military conflict,Such an 
abundance of changeable parameters has 
never governed the activities of Nations at 
War before. 
War has winners, but this is no game. it is 
the greatest wargaming utility, To 
encompass the the changing political, 
‘economic, climatic, geographic and human 
factors was the Intergalactic goal. At last, 
perfection is achieved. 
Learnt from the lessons of history, from the 
crusades of Alexander to Napoleon's quest 
for Europe and beyond, here is the 
knowledge, requiring only the skill of a 
would-be Commander of men. 
As Allied Supreme Command struggle 
for the means to reverse the error of 
their ways, up to fifty people sit down in 
the hope of rewriting history. 

They now have that ability. 

UMS П - Nations at War. 






The time has come. All we avait now is 
the word to go forth and strike the 
terrific blow in Western Europe, оГ 
which General Montgomery writes in his 
valediction to the assault troops under 
his command. When this despatch appears 
that blow will have been struck; and as one 
gazes out over an anchorage of fond 
remembrance in which, framed by the 





























| available on... cassette for amstrad срс, sinclair spectrum, commodore 64/128 
| at£12.99-disk for commodore 64/128 at £14.99 - disk for amstrad cpc, atari st, 
commodore amiga at £24.99 
| 'RONIC = ITLAND ROAD + LONDON W1- + TELEPHONE 07: 2070 
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MEETING THE CHALLENGE 


Why is PSYGNOSIS is 
pumping huge amounts 
of cash into game devel- 
opment? 
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OPERATION | 
= HARRIER 


Rotoscape your Harrier °“ an хес Ks 
around the Middle East т, н 

US GOLD's aerial 
shoot'em-up 


ay you go. Most 
mbing raids against enemy ships and ground 

You must watch out for enemy jets and | 
s y hits from air-to-air mis- 
and you'll go down in flames, suffer 
a humiliating dressing down from 
nplete each mission, and you'll have. | 
get the nukes and save the free 













for take-off, 
then it's thumbs-up, 
the missions are 
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Blistering Pace - Pixel Pe Passing 
- Superb Tactical Game Play 


E 4 players option (Amiga & ST) 
it Design (Amiga, Atari ST & IBM) 
y to load Player Manager teams and desig; 

* Instinctive joystick controls to pass, dribble, s 
tackles. 
Ж Two players teams mode against the computer, 
* After touch controls to bend or dip the ball. 
Ж Set piece Free Kicks, Corner Kicks, Throw Ins, И 
cards indeed host of features to create the atmosphere 
to play. \ 
ж League and Cup Competition with sudden deaths pi 


THE ONE - Ultimate soccer simulation. 96%. 

THE АСЕ - Brilliant. Buy, Boy, Buy. 930. 

AMIGA FORMAT - Best. footy game to have v hr on any machine. 
94%. D 

ST FORMAT - What a game! Gem to play. Magic. 90%. 

C & VG - Championship winning material. 9596. 

GAMES MACHINE - Probably the best sports game ever. 92%. 

COMMODORE USER - No other footie game can touch it. 90%. 

AMIGA ACTION’ Surpasses all'other football games. 93%. 

POPULAR COMPUTING WEEKL i illiant. 

NEW 4 f the year. 


Р? 


СВМ 64, SPECTRUM & AMSTRAD. 

CBM 64, SPECTRUM & AMSTRAD 

KICK OFF 2 & WORLD CUP(AMIGA & n 
KICK OFF 2 (Expanded Amiga) 


ANCO SOFTWARE LTD. UNIT 10, BURNHAM TRADING EST! БЕН | cE? | 
Telephone No: 0322 92513/92518. Fax No:0322 93422. 
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H п heels of the TV appearance of эл5 leads y е 
large aristocratic country house and anothe tan ob 
murder. A private detect hours | Is, re 1 mak 
find the weapon and unmask the the criminal. — provided you h ler v 
Initia im ons are highly favourable. The e that looks arcade one 
milions of different possible story е 1 
all characters and events are randomly t x ything haracte 
ed at the start of the game. This keeps the inter- the result of an pre 
est up even after you've cracked it and г ying timing prob th 
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g your character to question them. 
gation is simple. You get three menu 
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t people will eth 
k up the wine 
they don't know. The mur- 
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evidence. To finally prove 
rderer, you have to match 
ngerprints to those on the 


this you have to 





оте traps - for example 
ving an object in the vicinity of a 

ich they will doubtless pick 
jp) enables you to match prints, К 






jI, but that Ihe fun 
big game, and one that wil take а 
learn how to play to its fullest 
ng is essential, along with masse 
ind masses of notes. Aspiring Clouseau's might 
ней kil 
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For example, the 
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дег. Its diffi 
say why, but at the end of the day that 
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hat a puzzle game needs to 
isn't there. The challenge 
t doesn't retain its 
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SPECTRUM «5 « DISK 414.99 
SPECTRUM - CASS 49.99 






GAMES 


CBM 64 + DISK £14.99 
с Fleetway Publications 1989/90 PENAT 
® Virgin Mastertronic 1990 
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то around.‏ 
ern d ght‏ 


yberscape rules in the far future, where 

even war is played out inside massive com- 
puter simulators. A particularly unpleasant viru 
has, however, had the effec e 


wreaking havoc all over the place. Your objective MICROSTYLE hurls you 
Uoc me Шат» into the computer war of 


You control a sophisticated Sutace the future and produce a 


Reconnaissance Vehicle (SRV) with swing wings red hot 3D shoot-em-up А 
that give it limited flight capabilities. You drive 



































х they lock onto you. whereupon 
your SRV around the matrix, encountering every AS an incentive... ly. Various ground and air attack 
0 often a thin red line that denotes an energy Jeeps and small tanks, race aroune 














barrier beyond which you cannot pass. You 
must then locate the relevant ene 
lector and destroy it, which wil ift the 
barrier and allow you to proceed. 

nulcra is verging on the awe 
ne, conjuring up immediate com 
isons with the classic Virus. Your 
/ rotates 360 degrees and can fly or 
drive. The rotation and shading ar 
and the game has a g 
Battle 





as wel. In ation, һе 
introduces a mare element. Sound he a manta tat an dh a 
affects are superb and add to the sen- | Миа Yo by 
есе ае өше әлі әдіс те зет Ш 

on of speed. There's also a won ВСЕ 
deri intro sequence. Throughout ha game you 
what a game should Û вии 
кеш 0 
mepringidar fetes wie yeu ve movit. 


id construction. 
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ups, radar, fire and forget missiles, target display 
ystems, shields, and extra lives. 

The result is a fast paced 3D shoot-em-up that 
is slightly similar to Resolution 101 in gameplay 
terms but blends in elements of Falcon and Virus 


TECHNO POR! 


The 30 vector graphics system in Simulcra tea- 
tures solid filed 30 graphics with shadows a 
light intensity surfaces. The system allows sol 
and wireframe surfaces to be freely mixed 
Stipple and transparentisemi-transparent sur. 
faces are also employed. 

The game code runs up to 252 non player 
objects on the map. The game cycle rate and the 
View cycle are independent зо that game time 
can be kept more or less constant even ifthe 





















highly efficient particle controller that individu. 
ally moves up to 100 particles. Definitely a game 
that goes with a bang! 
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screentest ОТТІ 







































Encounter death, persecu- ^ Те scoring system is in keeping with the 

















tion, and fluffy pillows аз e e N оно а 
VIRGIN introduces the лга Ives being gained for every 10,000,000 | we 
first game where success- pont x 52 ; Ki 
ful players get lower required to pass through what Virgin have К 
Scores dubbed a “Cheeselok” protection system о 
enter the correct names for two out of Û pi 
teen cheeses or the game locks up. м 
Having passed through this, you are E 
then treated to a sample of John à 
leese's voice welcoming you to п 
‘Monty Р n's Flying Circus | 
is of a high quality throu \ 
eral well sampled effects and pieces of | < 





dialogue taken directly from the sei 
ics, although not perh 
witnessed on the 
the cartoon quality of 
ету Giliam's animations to a tee r 
part in 
as 16-bit versions are 
nt sketche: 
е have the ability 
рипа in the event of 














Indeed, cartoons play a lar 





the game itse 
inter 
the serie 


turned off ak 













wever, graphics and sound do not a classic fg 
erhaps initially aesthetically - 
ing Circus delivers nothing new on 

ameplay front, 






© Alex Ruranski 


Gumby, complete with 
top, wh 

his brain, tragically k 
Despite the fact that the 
quite conten their 
Gumby is det retrieve them 
attempt to further his dreams and ambi 
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THE SPY WHO 
LOVED ME 
| | 











ST ACTION: The presentation has to be the best | have ever seen in any management game. Combining the compelling game play of Kick ОН with 
the strategy of team management was a stroke of pure genius. 


THE ONE: Player Manager is an exceptional football management simulation. It has astounding depth: an unmatched 1000 individual players, the 
ability to radically alter formation and team tactics - just about everying you would find in real football. Player Manager is the most involved, rewarding 
and playable дате"! its type. 


THE ACE: The beauty of the Player Manager is that it successfully blends a challenging soccer management game with the frantic end to end arcade 
action of Kick Off. Designers have been trying to marry arcade footy with management for years-almost always failing abysmally. Player Manager 
brings it off in style. 


NEW COMPUTER EXPRESS: The sheer depth of Player Manager is incredible. Almost every conceivable element of running and playing in a football 
team has been implemented including Kick Off. Anco has produced what has to be a difintive Manager game. 


COMMODORE USER: One o! the most impressive options yet seen on a managerial game and the keystone to the addictiveness and involvement 
of this game is Tactics option. P.M. lets you plan all your set pieces just the way you want them. You will never be able to say you aren't in full control 
of the game. At last a management game that requires true management skills. Add to this most addictive arcade soccer game ever — a winner, 


AMIGA FORMAT: The mix between management and arcade is the best to have appeared in any football game. You will be playing it for months: 
there is so much to do. 


ТТАР: An incredible realistic simulation of every aspect of football 


NC | 

















EERIE screentest 


BATTLE STATION: 
The four scenarios in SSI should keep even the 
most ardent skipper busy for months to come. 
First. TRAINING involves simple cruise and 
attack sequence in the vicinity of four unarmed 
{freighter hulks Its purpose is to familiarise you 
“with the craft the manual and the controls. 
‘Then, there's SINGLE COMBAT, which іше actu- 
ally single at all, but drops you into one of nine 


engagements, eight of which are historically, 
based. The ninth is a random encounter with a 
MICROPROSE runs silent, 
deep and deadly 


Japanese force. 
SINGLE WAR PATROL propels you into the 
Western Pacific, hunting down the opposition, 
‘engaging them and returning to base. 
Finally, there's the big one - a complete WAR 
CAREER. You join as а Skipper at any time during 
WW, sall а series of war patrols іп one or more. 
boats, and finish up in either the grave or the. 
‘victory parade, Microprose claims this final 
‘option could involve literally hundreds of hours 
‘of gameplay if you start at the beginning of the 
war in 1941. 
АЙ options pit you against Japan - America's 

елі, submarne | mertal enemy after the raid on Peart Harbour in 

м 1941 until the end of the war following the 

the sophisti: | МНЕ of 1845, The struggle with 
Japan sprawled across the western half of the 









m its very outset, Silent Service Il is typi ibmarine allowe even tore | gee and muang данае "Fed Sec 
cally Microprose: vast scenario, do type heroes were men with silly names like "Mush* 

трех gameplay and intense attention t епі opt е player Merton Dich O'Kane end Red Ramage! Now you 

jetail, If ever there was а game that demanded depend those ch жаке 

ignificantly more than fast reflexes and а en at the outset, leading to many possible situa- 



































trigger finger, this is i 
Set against the historical backdrop of W 
War Il, the program gives you the opportun 
recreating, in whole or in part, the career of 


submarine officer. Thi 





presents anyth 


hundreds of h 











time, supported by a 128 p 








е through the obligat 








ne of eleven Japanese warships), 
options. The first of these present: 
you with four distinct game scenaric 
Battle Stations); others include 


one of four difficulty level 











from the complete novice, to the ‘Ul 


The Bridge Seren, Although thi le where you sight your tar 





* Мех Ruranski 





Damage control reports are comprehensive. Rapid 
Wreparable damage i not ta become 
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screentest Fic 


MARIARTI 


KRYSALIS send you blast- 
ing and puzzling into a 
mad professor's laborato- 
гу 


rofessor Mariarti has been instructed by 

Local Government and, as the Prof, you 
have to race about the flip screen map solving 
any problems in typical platform game style. Your 
objective on each of the five levels is to reach 
the switch and cut the power. The problems are 
based around using particular objects in particu 
lar situations, such as wearing a divers helmet in 
а pressurised room. 

Wandering about the rooms of the labs are the 
Prof's creations, which rani 
dictable (marauding robots) to more exotic рос 
of roaming slime, Thes 
destroyed, depending on the creature and/or 
Which weapon you are currently carrying. They 
don't disappear for long though, so th 
ly serves as a short breather. 


















from the pre 








an be either stu 





d or 








teleportat 

zapper to stun creatures and dislodge objects. 
World history in this game is divided into five 
ones, each with five screens showing a single 
ation from a wraparound map. If you can help. 


Zany professor puzzler 
from ACTIVISION 


P: fessor Potts is working on his time 
machine when terrorists strike and Ы 
to smithereens, The unfortunate Potts is hurt 
back in time warp and must use his ingenuity to 
recreate history, return to his own era, and stop 
the terrorists in their tracks. 

You control the Professor with your joystick 
he wanders around prehistoric forests, swamps 
and jungles trying to figure a way back 
‘own era, 10 milion years in the future, You've 





wit 




















‘Your teleportng units can switch you item between кез: 
etre gether it any bein oor meats ay 
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7. 






Platform games n be pretty spectacular 
nake any headway. Krisalis want 
те that had a hint of familiarity to 
ез are one of the most overdone 
and we wanted a game that 
could relate to. After all, one game | stil 
y is Manic Miner ELEASE 
ely, Mariarti has a fair few short o9 
ings. First off, there's the simplicity of the 
gg B 
work out that the way to get past an electr 



























езгі! take an О Leve 








grid is to switch off the machine next to it 








There are one or two playability problems a: 
well. The most frustrating is the double jump, 

obtained by keeping the joystick in the required 
direction. Unless you're very careful, this often 








orm or ladder, 











artment, Mariarti could have b 
tands now, its only good for 





h in the design 














ur or two on. 





Tony Dion. 


got two useful gadget 
n pods to 


to help you 
move around with and a 


couple of 

















along the course of evolution in one zone, you'll 
gain access to the next and so on until you 
reach the present day 

Time Machine is a tough brain teaser involving 
constant movement between different locations 
and time zones to solve the puzzles. For exam- 
ple, a bridge over a river in one time zone can 
only be constructed using an object from апо 
er area in another zone. Live is made more diffi- 
cult by constant hazards that not only threaten 
your energy levels but may also undo your work, 
causing a time zone to ‘collapse’ and forcing you 
to start all over again. 

Graphically, Time Machine is nicély presented, 
with colourful scenes of the various zones from 
prehistoric swamps, right up to the Professor’ 
laboratory compound. The Prof himself is a clas 
sic Бон with white coat and flaming red 
Einstein hairstyle, and he moves around the 
scenery in the usual joystick assisted way. 

The challenge of this game is almost entirely 
Confined to puzzle solving, and some of them 
are extremely difficult. Super resourceful whiz 
zkids might make short work of the game, and 
be done with it , but more average brains like 
me will find it a real teaser and be hooked for 
quite a while. Once cracked, however, it wil hold 
no further interest at all 


























© hon Hawksley 


Rick Dangerous Il 
The Man in the Hat is Back.. 





CHASE НО £29.99 








AM е. at 3 
ASSAULT CITY £29.99 





VIRGIN MASTERTRONIC LIMITED . 2-4 VERNON YARD 
PORTOBELLO ROAD - LONDON W11 20x 





BATTLE OUTRUN £29.99 

















| AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY 
IN CONJUNCTION WITH 7 25TH - 26TH - 27TH 


EBS concn 


МТ. JUNCTION 26 
BETWEEN DERBY & NOTTINGHAM 





ТЕСНМО5 
kicks it 
on the 
Gameboy 





DOUBLE 














orget teenage tortoises, take contro of spin k e 
Billy - the baseball bat bruiser — in thi as their arcade p 
quest to rescue his girlfriend from the Black hintai and The 






Warriors 


























ee алыл poten Ке ӘН ные ron 
кызыш көс» Debe Басы ss 

cire eae шасы а x 

into four missions, you trav ity slum taneously kick а: yrovided s ы 

warehouse and forest to reach your fin; tina th gota ру of the کے‎ 
TS Іп шашу; 
depo wi veli oan ble Drago vem | St iss 
Pp CER ot И 

e eee pris 

Uie De торы cop уш аштан Ri — 





PAPERBOY 


A new Gameboy delivery from MINDSCAPE 








БОЛЫН D ptc Pe 
ЇЇ е мен кол eee ent 
tod ign) eMe fom Airs Foy oM а 
ee кы RE. Шом 
Бынан ы ЖЕ 
pec deeper 





A is pretty treacherous for apprentice paper 
Before you set out, you're shown a route 






their subscript 





For bonus points y 





ө Rik Haynes 








сез йе magie 
potons to stun 
ers, food to boos 
health, and keys to 
unlock gates. Don't be 
too greedy though, ре 
gig out on the pickups 
БҮЛТ e ГГ 
WM сео wis hen 
arcade craze. People of al ages and both possble wan the bm ln. sweet onto Sop arr System ем көме 
sexes - could quickly master Gauntlet's easy to Gauntlet graphics are displayed in a slightly by a very capable chap. Tony Porter now has 
sta aama commana ЫҢ 
bata. T gene ok sla mono te 


US GOLD 


| GAUNTLET 





suck 





amazing feat 
on the Sega 
Master 
System 


your 














». Every 








learn display, controls and tasks. An arcade ser- off-beat overhead style. The screen scrolls 





sation was started. smoothly in eight directions and a using the standard Sega development kit - a PC 

Everything is kept simple in Gauntlet. on the right shows your score, heal | ith ICE Un cut mutator "Sega Master 

| Choosing between an elf, wizard, valkyrie or war- collectibles you're carrying. Sprites are small but | Иа ей мене version avaliable 
rior character — you wander round a maze highly detailed. Sound supply ıs standard spot | Maing tive НИЙ НЫ varying rums 





Searching for treasure and the nearest ext. Enter. effect үзеді ТІН 





this exit and its onto... yet another maze. There Two players can sim очу play Gauntlet. емір ассан time, the monster illotrations don't 
are 128 maze levels to master. Like most You can either assist or hinder your colleague. N | ПУ augint ног" Even sa, thers can 
mazes, each is populated by monsters, tasty you want a laugh, do both. The S be up to 160 monsters and 20 missles on-screen, 





“at the same time, 
| treasures and secret passages. sion contai те абы ue 
| But boring it is not. In each maze you discover Instead of individual player speeds you get differ- | жәе мене менен е Gauntlet the fist ACE! 
horrible beasties, ghoulies and demonies out to ing rates of fire, and the thief has been replaced | абаа find M ний шіп e bottle of champagne | 
decrease your health rating. If this reaches zero, Бу potion penalties. So what? Sega Master ‘courtery of the generous Tony Porter - and he 

т а а o, by So what? Seg pé nm 
you're history. You keep the beasts at bay with Gauntlets an accurate conversion of a fun fanta- — ПО 





a few change 


















your bow and arrow, sword, axe or wand. sy shootemup. Go grab yourself some maze. | ВАО any бек кер тен 
depending on the character you've chosen. You © Rik Haynes | London ЕСІН ЗАЦ, 
can also fight by hand = but this takes time and 

A C64 classic converted ої platforms and 





lifts, with you 


onto the Sega Master Бесін sou 
System by US GOLD avoidin 
and searching 
objects. There 






y TYPES “еменді between room. 








mum ae a og of robot, each with their own movement pat 


terns, Most are armed with electric rays, Some 
tand stil, others home in on you, and the top of. 


the range models move faster than you. You'll 
soon learn the robo patterns - don't make any 
hasty moves until you've sussed what type of 
robot you're dealing with. Computer terminals 


AA (RÀ, тозе vist. Stay awhile. Stay forev- сал provide platform resets and snoozes totem 























er." Not the most inviting greeting you porarily stun the robots іп а room. 
“Aaargh” Contact with a robot or its electro 
beam spells your death, as does faling off 
bottom of the screen. Every time you lose a life, 
of Profess ten minutes are knocked off your time limit. The 
ord has been dissected int password portion of the game is like a jigsaw 
and scattered throughout Elvis HQ. You puzzle. Randomly selected each time you play, 
the password е password is nine letters long. Each letter is 
feat the evil Ein formed by overlaying and correctly orientating 
of puzzle. ENin's room layouts are 
for each game, giving Impossible 
гоу him my robots." Traveling via eleva — Mission an edge over other platform titles. 


























pieces, reassemble them, 
and save the world. By the 
ix hours to do 

De 




















tors, you visit a myriad of rooms - packed with Call me nostalgic. Call me virtual. | hope 

deadly security robots — to find the puzzle someone, somewhere, someday develops a vir- 
: pieces hidden away in household items like tual reality version of Impossible Mission. It 

desks, sofas, bathtubs, bookcases and candy would make a perfect VR game. 

vendors. Each room is depicted as a multitude © Rik Haynes 
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SUNSOFT spreads its 
Batwings over the 
Megadrive. 








he head honchos at Sunsoft must b 

bing their hands with glee and mouthing 
something like ‘Holy Bat Dosh’ as they count the 
lolly rolling in from the proceeds of two smashhit 
Nintendo versions of the Batgame. Thi 
Megadrive version looks like being the best quali 
ty version of the game so far, thanks to the 
Megadrive's superior specifications, and will 
doubtless keep the Batdosh wir 
Sunsoft's coffer 

Based loosely on selected 
summers film, the game challenges the Caped 
Crusader to do battle with Jack and his hench- 
men in various locations around Gotham City 

Batty has never looked better in a computer 
game, From the opening sequence when he 
leaps in with his cape flying in the breeze he 
every inch the Acrobatic Avenger. 

After a tough opening punch-up in t 
ghettos of Gotham City, Batman finally tracks 
Jack to a chemical factory where һе may suc- 
ceed in dumping the arch villain into a vat of 
deadly acid. It looks like cur 
villain - but don't you believe it. Pretty 
has recovered from the acid and is up to his old 
tricks again. This provides the excuse for a 
series of challenges - in the Guggenheim 
Museum, on The Freeway (firing missiles from 
the Batmobile) and finally in the skies above 
Gotham City. 

Lots of Bat-symbol 
power-ups are to be 
grabbed as you travel the 
environs of Gotham City. 
Bat energy is the principle 
commodity to get your 
hands on since preserving 
as many Batlives as possi 
ble for the tougher end 
level challenges is the only 
way to proceed. 

Batman wil test a vari 
ety of your arcade skills. 
The opening platform-style. 
gameplay in the chemical 
factory seems tough unti 
you master the use of the 
Batrope and the leaping 
mechanism. One early le 
seems impossible until you 
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NINTENDO PRICES DOWN 


= LE 
сатса 
| tor of Nintendo games - a move that will have 1 
ESSE 
= 
= 
| маде Weekly the switch happened өз Nintendo 
Е 
Кош 
po 
Ex 
| 


MEGADRIVE £39.99cart. QUT NOW 


кенде ta Finance the bid for the UK market — 
believed to be upwards of twenty million 
pounds 
‘Punters will make а чы gain from this 
increased competition with e price cui on. 
Nintendo hardware which should be effective by 
the time you read this. A special Teenage, 
Mutant Turtles Pach will sell for |мен (79.99 with — 
the Action Set Bundle falling to £99.99 ی م‎ at 
ت‎ ma ا‎ e A road racing and sky fighting 
Î Overall the atmosphere of the Batman film 
‘the same month. The bad news is that пене. very strongly both in graphics and 
Î <o The gameplay won't win any awards - 
basically an amalgam of various tried and teste: 
dated even, arcade challenges. That said, it i 
til the ike interactive manipulation 
Batman you are likely to get, short of bei 
ing a multimillionaire and building your own B: 
theme park. Holy Bat dosh — now there's an idea! 
© Eugene Lacey 


| SEGA GIVE You FIVE 


Whilst What Nintendo Will Do Next continues 
to be the main topic of conversation in the. 
video game business, Sega are steadily building. 
‘their games library for the Master System - 
already far larger than the Nintendo equivalent. 
This month see's the launch of five new car. 
tridges - ESWAT (reviewed this month on the 
Megadrive), Danan - а jungle role playing game, 
Columns - a Tetristype puzzle game, racing coin: 
ор conversion Super Monaco Grand Prix, and 
platform game Alex Kidd in Shinobi World. 
Sega expect to lauch at least two new tities a 
month between now and Christmas with further 
‘ies coming out from independent software 





somersaults. The other areas are more simple - 
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THE COMPETITION'S OVER 
AND HERE'S THE WINNER 


Andreas Brehme scores the winner, World Cup Final, July 1990. MicroStyle 
introduce the winner, Autumn 1990. 


Italia ‘90. Italy 1990. World Cup Soccer "90. Thanks for the 
memories. The world's greatest game, brought to your small screen 
for a month. Now it's time to stand out from the crowd and sprint 
onto the pitch - Where the real action happens. 


Tackle hard for the ball, deep in your own half, and send an inch-perfect pass wide to the winger. As he 
takes on the full-back, you're sprinting down the middle, screaming for the return. 


The ball swings across, high above the detence, as you stretch your legs to their limit. One bounce and you 
let fly with your boot as the goal looms before you, sending the ball fizzing towards the top corner. 


International Soccer Challenge is viewed from the players’ perspective at pitch level, giving you fast-flowing 
three-dimensional action that you control as you wish. 


- Play in position as a goal-hungry striker, = Play in the World Cup Finals or as a member 
midfield general or unshakable defender, feeding of the top sixteen Club sides from around the 
off the passes of intelligent computer aided team- globe. International football as it is played for real. 
mates. 
= International Soccer Challenge. It will make 
- Dictate the whole pattern of play, utilising Gascoigne weep with joy, get Marradonna excited, 
teamwork to perfection by controlling all eleven and have Hullit tearing his hair out. 
теп. 
AVAILABLE SOON FOR YOUR COMMODORE 
- Take charge of intricate set-piece moves from — AMIGA, ATARI ST AND IBM PC COMPATIBLES 
throw-ins, corners and free-kicks. FROM ALL GOOD SOFTWARE STORES. 


INTERNATIONAL SOCCER CHALLENGE FROM 
MICROSTYLE - IT’S А WHOLE DIFFERENT BALL GAME! 
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PHANTASY STAR Il 


(азу Star Ilis an American import of a гс 
playing game very much in the Japanese 

style. Even the facial characteristics of the 
heroes have that strange huge eyed, part 
European and part oriental look which is peculiar 
1o Japanese video game her 

The countless references in the manual to 
The Genesis" refer to the American name for 
the Megadrive. This is no problem as it works 
just as well on the English machine 

The storyline is fairly familar. In a distant сог 
ner of the universe three planets are in orb 
around the beautiful star Algo. Palm is the eco 
nomic and intellectual centre of the solar sys 
tem, Mota the agricultural planet and Dezo 
mystery ~ and furthest from the Algo Star. 

















Do not get close to 
bridge on the north 


ESWAT 


Megadrive imports turn 
up the heat 








SWAT stands for Enhanced Special 
Weapons and Tactics - а crack unit of the 
future police force, trained in the most advanced 





Role playing receives the 
Megadrive treatment 





the carefully 





everything on Mota - fror 
regulated ‘Dome Е 
lakes and forests. But the M 
developed a fault. Strange beasts are t 
it Fire Ants, Locusts, а 








ns’ to the ecology о 


Brain has 








rising 






the countryside. Gi 











мо are tuming Mota into a nightmare 
land, 
Tap yc in and get role playing. The 





nder of Mota 





ion. You must 
еспе! recording 
made in the Bic 
Laboratory, 














ight on the malfunctioning 





of the Mother Brai 
The first thing you 

е about this spot of 
playing i 
ponse. 











the ing your joy: 
'ethod of talk 
ing to players and imp 








In this conversion of the 





popular arcade game the 
ESWAT division are pitted 











against six crime boss 
and their powerful forces 
Before you can join the 
elite ESWAT squad yo 





must first prove yourself as 
rd 
ing battle with the crime 
syndicate troops armed 
with a simple hand pistol 
If you make it through 
this preliminary test you 
will be introd the 
first of the special equip- 
ment. Superbly drawn and 















fire po 


form of an armo 










h item is 








р, the chart at the top of the 


equipment that hi 











MEGADRIVE £62.99cart OUT NOW 


standard cons 
is all done wi 
alternatives 
ing adventuring. 

More than most role playing games, Phantasy 
Star П requires a lot of conversation with the 
characters you bump into on your travels, There 
are clues, plenty of advice, rumour and snippets 
р to be picked up everywhere and the 
dventurer will store them away like 
nuggets of gold for future use 

Worthy of special praise is P 
Hint Book. Over a hundred pag 
n shots of every location, 


e system of multiple windows. It 
the keypad by choosing between 
lor very fast and absorb. 




















antasy Star I's 
of full colour 








information - scr 
Kombat, weapon and spell selection 
and maps of ай key areas. It makes the game а 
hell of a lot more enjoyable by doing most of the 
essential but laborious donkey work. 
essibility of Phantasy Star i will 
igh to ho samples it 
that the Megadrive is just as good a role playing 
de box. These interplane. 





advice on 











‘onwince anyone 








tary adv 
Expect to pay at least £55 for it on import 
© Eugene Lacey 


tures don't come cheap though 


I-L 





increasingly to 





ugh crime bosses. Each boss has 





its Megadrive implementation is kissing close to 





сотор original. A summer blaster of unput 
downable playability. 
© Eugene Lacey 
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Set in the near future, as an alternative reality, BATTLE COMMAND |. an 
arcade/strategy game in which the player controls a single "MAULER' Assault 
Tank in one of 16 scenarios (missions) in the ultra war. fought between two 
dominant races in the NEW WORLD. The latest phase of the North/South war 
has been going on for over IO years, with a stalemate eventually developing - a 
standoff between armies massed over a long dug-in battlefront. Such are the 
defensive capabilities of each side. full scale attacks are suicidal. so any 
offensive moves are. by necessity, small "behind the lines” actions performed by 
élite troops in specially designed vehicles. The Mauler is the latest such machine 
- capable of being lifted in and out of hostile territory by fast stealth choppers 
and armed with the most advanced weaponry the Northern scientists can devise 


Ocean Sotware Limited 6 Cental S 
Manchester M2 SNS - Telephonie: 061 832 6633 
Telex: 669977 OCEANS G - Fax: 061 834 0650 





screentest 





‘appa toons lot better thon the original Amiga verto. 


tionalised Reverend who is the senior exorcist іп 
the Church of England, The story starts in 54BC 
when one Galatius sought to save retreating 
Druids from the Roman army by conjuring an evil 
spiritual manifestation generated by human аст} 
fice. The Druids aren't overwhelmed by gratitude 
when he succeeds in saving them and imprison 
the demon before killing Galatius. As magical 
chaps will do, however, he resurrects and teach- 
es his tormentors a few lessons before disap- 
pearing into history. 

By now the mention of severed heads and 
human sacrifice will have alerted the knowledge 


| JAPAN WORLD 
With the launch only a month or two The low cost of the СОТУ compared to other 
away, ACE talks CDTV software... SO | 
Toyota recently decided to build ө £700 mil 
Hon car assembly plant in the county. andthe — | 
local council wanted to educate he locals in 


meters Japanese, What better way to do It then, 
produce а multimedia educational package. 
Global Learning Systems are produring the 
package, called Japan World. end Central 
_ Television will be be providing facilities and 
technology Yo help produce the software The 


package will then be supplied to local inntinu- 


tiene complete with a СОТУ to run t on - the 

| Perduere wil he sponsored by Commodore 

| stem Wort emerat Wl EDTV еі, 

| or Stand by fr resort van th tarta 
ЕЕ 





































CRL get gruesome 


‘Ana! A che! One of the objects that appears (in digne 


RL stole a march on most software publish 
ers by developing their EGADS utility, later 
rechristened DUNE, The system enables а 
designer to script and develop hypergame sce- 
narios (see ACE issue 30) for CD and computer 
without programming skills. It works by linking 
mixed media files (sound, graphics, and routines) 
together to build a complete scenario that is then. 
driven by clicking on 'buttons' — areas of th 
Screen that lead one into a new sequence ог 
effect. Combine this with the use of icons and апі 
mation sequences and, in theory, you could put 
together a pretty complex beast without every 
having to code a single byte. 
CRL's first DUNE release, Herewith the Clues, 
already covered in ACE, is being convert 
ed for СОТУ and is broadly similar 
to the original Amiga version but 
with enhanced graphics. The Cult of 
the Severed Head, however, is their 
first dedicated CDTV DUNE product. 
Developed by Nicholas Gardner, the game 
isthe first in а proposed series detailing inci 
from the casebook of Nathaniel Tallantire, a fic- 
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"We are break- 
ing through old 


these products. 
We are taking 
computer enter- 


new, exciting ter- 
ritories with new 
ideas, new tech- 


new approach." 
CRL's Michael Hodges in 


screentest EJ 


able to the fact that CRL are up to their old 
tricks. Having braved industry scorn with their 
earlier horror releases (Jack the Ripper, Dracula, 
and others}, the company are now drooling at 
the mouth at the thought of 
the enhanced possibilities of 
CDTV. At last: 550. 
megabytes of blood, gore, 
and spine tinging suspense! 

By the time you get hold of. 
the game, the scenario will 
have shifted to the 19205, 
where the Reverend Tallantre 
is summoned to Wales to 
investigate some ‘strange dis- 
turbances’. The game is 
being put together using а 
combination of claymation, 
traditional computer anima- 
tion, manuscripts, and dia 
grams, Essentially an adven- 
ture scenario, it wil include 
clues, riddles, and detective 
work for the player who must 
unravel the secret behind the 
incidents. 

The game will make full use 
of the СОТУ IR controller, boasts 4096 HAM 
graphic screens, text vocalisation if required, 
hypertext descriptions (i.e. you can click on pas 
sages for more details or developments), and 
stop frame claymation, In addition, up to 250. 
photographics of the actual district where the 
action takes place willbe included in the game. 

It all sounds, wel, rather horrible. We can't 
wait forthe review сору! 


barriers with 


tainment into 


nology, and a 


bullish mood 


Here's a quick run-down of the modules within 
Dr Feelgood. 


PERSONAL HEALTHC 
‘© Healthy living = diet, exerce, P 
fitness, substance abuse (includ 
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STAND AND DELIVE! | 





DR FEELGOOD 


DIGITA help you deliver... 


Y uve just come back from work to find 
your girfriend giving birth in the kitchen. 
Do you call a doctor? No, like the man you are 
you boot up Dr Feelgood on your CDTV, invoke 
the Emergency Facility, and follow the simple от 
screen instructions, Ooopss... sextuplets. 

Seriously, however - OK, sextuplets are VERY 
serious - seriously, however, Dr Feelgood is an. 
excellent example of СОТУ development. It aims 
to make maximum use of the audio and visual 
capability of the machine while at the same time 
offering improved user control in an application 
that must surely have universal appeal. 

Not strictly entertainment, we agree — 
although a family doctor program with sound 
effects would seem to have enormous entertain 
ment possibilities - but Dr Feelgood gets an ACE 
mention because it shows how a utility applica 
tion using new technology can overlap with the 
leisure market because of its interactive nature. 

For example, apart from delivering kids, 
checking up on your teeth, and carrying out 
‘emergency first aid, Dr Feelgood also contains 
interactive procedures to give you advice on diet 
and fitness, foreign travel, and exercise. For the 
hypochondriac it's an essential purchase 
because it uses a keyword system to provide a 
dictionary of symptoms and conditions. 

On a more serious note, the ‘Emergency 
Faciity mentioned above enables you to jump 
straight into a specific area of the program if cir 
cumstances demand immediate action. There 


Digita s user merce mies tet graphics. animation narre 
‘om music and ule!” sound effets 

are five main areas within the system: personal 
health, first aid, travelling abroad, obstetrics/ 
infant growth, and a simple diary. 

Developed over 2.5 man years, Digital claim 
that ‘enormous research and design has gone 
into a specific user interface so that the program 
can be effectively controlled using the hand-held 
СОТУ remote control.’ Our only reservation so 
far is that it doesn't seem to provide a fullscale 
‘surgical instruction module. Ah well, guess we'll 
have to continue to make do with Life and Death. 
More clinical details next month. 





[€ 


Dr Feelgood 
8) 


For most people, the reat attraction от CD tech 





couple of years for chipsets to be (a) designed 
and (b) produced cheaply enough to be useful. A 
current hardware solution. DVI from intel, coats 
52000 for the chipset alone - you still need your 
D system to go with it 
The second possible solution is to do the 

whole thing in software. Previously this was 
reckoned to be impossible, but there have been 
‘enormous advances in recent months in com: 
pression technology and itis conceivable that 





| Software might ultimately provide the answer. 
With so many people chasing the solution to. 
FMV along different paths, expect to wait at 
least five years before FMV CD systems become 
widely available. 


—— 











A THOUSAND WAYS TO DIE... 


\TRULY MASSIVE з о NE * 18,000 individual 


D : por Y pieces of graphics. 
| peii pen c А ж 600K of music & sound 


# 3 man years of Е 2 effects. 





development 
ж 8 b; f code & 
+ 7,000 frames of d жз V donis 
animation = * Over 80 screens of non- 
+ 140 hero actions (1,500 sop action, interwoven 
frames of animation). with devious puzzles. 


... BUT ONLY ONE WAY 
TO STEAL... 


и ТНЕ 

ID 
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For 400 years no-one has dared 
to take up the Quetzalcot!’s 
"Gold of the Aztecs’. Bret 
Conrad's special forces training 
and combat duty have made 
danger a way of life. This time 

are really stacked. 
st him - and you, in one of. 
iggest, most fascinating 
games ever devised! 
Never before has such a massive 
amount of gameplay and graphics 
been packed into a game. 


VISIT THE LAND 
OF THE AZTECS! 
We think this game is one 
of the toughest action 
adventures ever devised. 
That's why we're giving 
away the trip ofa lifetime 
to visit the Land of the 
Aztecs in Mexico - 
Summer 1991. To win you 
have to beat all-comers in 
THE GREAT AZTEC 
GOLD RUN! 

















9 E 0, 
TANA 
Available on: A ai 
AMIGA: ATARIST MO 
РСА COMPATIBLES. 


The Goid of the Aztecs. © 1989, 1990 Kinetica Software. All rights reserved. Licenced to US Gold Ltd. 
Copyright subsists on this program. Unauthorised copying, lending or resale by any means strictly prohibited. 
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ACE sees how 
some recent 
hits have fared 
as new 8 and 
16 bit versions 





ESCAPE FROM THE PLANET OF ROBOT 
MONSTERS 
Domark/Tengen £9.99 £12.99; Atari ST version 
reviewed Issue 32; ACE rating 880 
EFPRM has finally arrwed for the Spectrum, having already 
being reviewed for ай the other major formats. Escaping from 
the robotinfested planet , you have several tasks to perform 
along the way, these forming several subplots to the game 
These subplots include freeing human prisoners (who are slav- 
ing away in the factories that you travel through), fighting the 
robots, and on every third level using your collected bombs to 
kil an evi reptitan 

Something that is lacking in th 
sion of the space mobile maze, wh 
the 16bit versions of the game. The graphics are in a tasteful 
shade of pink and black and the sound is reasonable. The game 
plays in a similar style to the other versions and almost тап 
ages to retain the pace and atmosphere, but the result is def 
піву a less addictive experience. 


‘SPECTRUM RATING: 700 











ВЫ! versions is the inch 
h gives a good variety to 














KLAX 
Domark; 
£9.99; £12.99; 
ST Version. 
Reviewed 


las Spectrum. 


Practicaly everybody in the world must have played Tetris, and 
пон а new game in the same genre has arrived for the 
Spectrum. In this game you have to arrange the blocks that you 
catch on your ‘paddle’ and then build them up in groups of 
three of the same colour. These groups of three blocks (Klaes) 
сап be horizontal, vertical or diagonal 

When you are asked to collect 3 horizontal Klaxes in the 
third round you will find this a very dificult challenge. But once 
you pass this level you wil be able to cope with most of the 
other challenges you are faced with in the game. The colours of 
the Klaxes can however become almost indistinguishable when 
the blocks are coming at you at speed, which is infuriating at 
times. As in Tetris, simplicity rules OK. 


SPECTRUM RATING: 820 



































E-MOTION 
U.S. Gold; 14.99 10.99; 
Amiga Version 
Reviewed Issue 32; 
ACE Rating 890 
An original product involving 

jis and bars. This game has 
you in control of a sphere with 
а triangle in the middle of it 
which you use to manoeuvre 
about the screen, coliding with other balls. The objective is to 
make other balls of the same colours crash into each other. 
They then disappear, To complicate things bars are placed on 
the screen to send the on-screen Бай fying across the screen 
when they hit each other. The bars can also trap balls of differ 
ent colours. When two balls of diferent colours colide then а 
small ball of another colour is produced. И you collect this 
quick enough then it wil act as an energy pod, colliding with 
which will boost your energy levels, Leave it too long, however, 
and the new ball wil become a pulsating sphere which will 
‘explode - the same apples to ай of ће other balls if not can 
celled out by one of the same colour. The only difference with 
the Amstrad version is that it has no coloured background and 
is not raytraced. Yet another addictive game based on a sim 
ple idea and destined to be a hit 


AMSTRAD RATING: 837 








COMMODORE 64 





РІРЕ МАМА 
Entertainment; 
£9.95cs £14.95dk; 
Amiga Version 
Reviewed Issue 31; 
ACE Rating 910 


In this popular puzzler, you 
are a plumber and must place 
lengths of different shaped | are counted up and points are 
piping so the Floor keeps deducted 
flowing tor as long as poss As you get further into the 
complicate matters | game you wil find it very chat 
objects are scattered around lenging, but as you progress 
the screen to block off your through levels you wall be 
ideal route. Also the piping given a password so that you 
don’t have to go all the way 


pieces are given to you m a 
back to the beginning each 


set order, so you need t 
quick thinking to optimise the бте you lose at a high level. 
Not a difficult game to con- 


use of each one. To g 
the obvious problems caused vert downwards, and a highly 
addictive scenario. 


by this you can place a piece 
of piping over another piece. — C64 RATING 910 


This is called ‘Bombing’, but it 
takes longer than placing а 
piece on an empty space and 
ime is of the essence 

the Flooz is flowing, 
V pieces by placing 
them anywhere on the screen 
doesn't help either, because 
at the end any extra pieces 



















от your score. 




















FOOTBALLER OF THE 
YEAR 
Gremli 


тојон а set plan. Also you can 
play trivia games to increase 
your bank balance. Then at 
the end of the season if 
you've scored the most goals 
you become the Footballer Of 
The Year. 

The graphics are scarcely 
worth а mention with stick 
men for footballers, The 
sound hardly exists during the 
game and what there is is 
poor. Despite all this, the. 
game is actually quite enjoy. 
able at fist, but affer a few 
goes you get tired of the 
small playing area and look 
for something else. 


; £9.99cs 





£14.99dk; Atari ST 
Version Reviewed 
Issue 31; ACE Rating 
670 





has passed. 
football games are 
hitting the shelf. This game 
has you playing in a host of 
national and international 
matches. In this version, how- 
ever, the actual games take 
place in an area only slightly 
larger than the goal area — 
very restricting at times, so 
the whole games effectively 
revolve around shooting at 
goal. 

To improve your score. 
you can buy goaicards if you 














C64 RATING 580 


Mac QQUPURE әнменен 97. 








































































INFESTATION 
£24.99; Amiga Version Reviewed 
Issue 32; ACE Rating 720 

You have been placed on the planet Xelos and MUST rid 
the space station Alpha 2 of its alien invaders. To do this 
you have to close in each of the alien eggs and poison 
them with your cyanide gas. Also you have to destroy the 
alien droids and the mother alien. 

To achieve this task you have to manoeuvre around the 
planet and the space station either by foot or by the MMU 
(Manned Manoeuvre Unit). There is а wide range of objects 
to be found and identified — for example, you have to identi 
fy lifts and computers and other items otherwise you will 
— get nowhere in the game. Once you have worked out the 

= basics, you'll find that this is as much a game of explo- 

ration as it is of shooting aliens and destroying eggs. 
There are a large num- 
ber of floors and rooms 
to be explored so 
Infestation will be kept 
off your shelf for quite a 
reasonable amount of 
time. The graphics are 
adequate but without 
pushing the computer's 
capabilities. Tough at 
first but the map and 
the playability soon grow 
on you. 
ST Ratin, 





THUNDERSTRIKE 
Millennium; £24.99; PC 














35; ACE Rating 885; 
ACE Graphics Award 
The first thing that strikes you 
about this futuristic fight and 
flight game is its speed. 
Compared to a fight sim such 
as F19 or F16 where the 
scenery scrolls at a fairly rea- 
sonable pace, in Thunderstrike 
your ship, with added turbo 
boosters, positively scorches across the screen, Even bet 
ter are the amazing solid 3D graphics and the ship's 
responsive handing, only let down by the sound depart 
ment 

You are appearing for a TV show where you have to 
defend your home base from a whole host of enemy robot 
ic craft. Certain ships leave behind energy pods, turbo 
boosters and shield enhancers when destroyed, which you 
can collect by simply flying over them. As its a TV show 
the better you perform and the more dramatic your perfor: 
mance is determines marks what type of ship you get in 
the next round. 

One of the main pluses of the game is that the game is 
very easy to play and get into (unlike many flight sims) and 
this certainly helps the addiction level. А slick, sophisticat 
ed shootemup. 

ST RATING 885 
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THUNDERSTRIKE 
Millenium; £24.99; PC 
Version Reviewed Issue 
35; ACE rating 885, ACE 
Graphics Award 

See the ST review for game. 
details. There are few differences 
between the two versions, but 
the Amiga does have better 
sound (as expected). Definitely 
‘one to consider. 


AMIGA RATING 885 













MIDWINTER 
Rainbird; £34.99; Atari ST Version Reviewed 
Issue 32; ACE Rating 948 

The PC version of this solid vector 3D exploration, strate 
ву, and action game is virtually indistinguishable from the 
other 16bit versions and plays every bit as well, You must 
recruit alies to help you fight off an invasion that threatens 
your livelihood on a frozen continent during а future ісе 
age. The challenge is enormous and involves mastering 
sking, using snow buggies, sniping at the opposition, and 
balancing resources and personnel. А big game that 
deserves consideration by every PC owner. 


ш PC RATING 948 
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A WEB OF INTRICATE POSSIBILITIES- BUT FAIR PLAY ISN'T 
ONE OF THEM 


MASTERS OF STRATEGY 








A WEB OF INTRICATE POSSIBILITIES - BUT FAIR PLAY 
ISN'T ONE OF THEM 


‘The West Marches is a corrupt land ruled by e The Hoodies battles yield the greatest spoils. 
immoral leaders. You are one of four Knights Strategically extend your domain, reduce your 


with a bust for power. And in the pursuit of rivals resources, and tighten your stranglehold l 


power, the end justifies ihe means, on the peasants of the land. | 


‘Betrayal involves a long, hard, ruthless struggle, 
starting with the economic management of your 

towns and cultivation of your lands, culminating in 

‘Te towns provide your power бам. Manage të honing of your military strategy and execution of 


Develop a mastery of political subterfuge, 


them succesfully and harvest the weal political subterfuge gaining places for your Couriers at the palaces 


BETRAYAL of the King and Bishop, ready for the coup 
A HELL OF A GOD САМЕ "440 sou the master of Betrayal 


Anew barrel of fine Welsh ale had just been broached. The royal palace s smoky dining hall resounded to cheery voices. To one side of the 


top table а harpist and a minstrel were struggling to бе heard above the commotion caused by two dogs snarling over a bone ін a comer. 


needed to buy, bribe and fight for ultimate 


power 


‘Eating slowly, 1 leant forward to catch the breathless whisper of а rival knight 
"They came in at a run, baying ike wolves. Four wild-eyed barbarians ready to cut, gouge, pulverise and Kill anything that moved." 


"Tat news was indeed music to my ears. My forces attack on his wealthiest toum had met with success. Financially weakened, militarily 
broken, and politically bankrupt, бе could no longer hold influence at Court. 


So long as no evidence of my wrong doing remained. So long as the Gods Blessed the crops of my harvest. So long as the rumours of the 
capture of my brother were true. The throne was mine. 


Гое cheated, lied, spied and slaughtered. The fruits of Betrayal are mine. 





THE KILLING GAME SHOW... 


WILL HAVE YOU CLIMBING THE WALLS - IT'S THE ONLY WAY OUT! 


Suited in limited-protection armour you're the unwilling stant on 
THE KILLING GAME SHOW. In front of a TV audience of millions you must 
battle your way to the top of 16 Pits of Death infested with Hostile Artificial 
Life Forms specially created by THE KILLING GAME SHOW's manic 
ntists to give you a hard tin 

But . . . don't forget the rising fluid or it's "next contestant time’ 

You must give the viewers their value for money — collect the awesome 
weapons and tools — i 


First prize is your life — 


SEEING IS BELIEVING 


PSYGNOSIS 
FREEPOST 
LIVERPOOL L3 3AB 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Tel: 051-709 5755 











At last! 

The continued 
exploration and 
conquest of 
Drakkhen and 
Xenomorph, 
plus codes for 
Astro Marine 


Corps and 
Flood... 







THE COMPLETE GUIDE 
PART TWO 


gusts exciting episode Adam Morley 
а of Drakkhen but, alas, һе 
took us into the Temperate Zone where a dragon landed on 
his head, Ouch. 
The saga continues 
‘Adam quickly beat up the dragon, got up and 
himself off, Then very casually he continued giving us 
Tips on the world of Drakkhen, 














HINTS FOR FISTICUFFS: 
Engaging the hostile inhabitants 
best way of im 













stronger th help you to determine wheth 
to stand and y flee with your tall between 
your legs th ures and how difficult 


they are to defeat 
ө Hunchback Guards: At first these are difficult to defeat 
ihould be handled by yo and scout, if poss 


n 














bats 




































































Tricks ‘n’ Tactics 
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ө Lizard Guards: These are easier to 

handle and often yield buckles and sim- 
ple weapons. Low level magic users 
should stil avoid them, 
ө Drakh Soldiers: These are like the 
lizard guards but with spiky armour. For 
level one characters these are hard to 
handle and should be dealt with by war з - 
riors. 1 
‘© Bubbling Slime: А poisonous annoy. е 
ance which can be dealt with 
© Blue Snakes: These are quite easy to 
kill and yield a large number of exper 
ence points. However, they may poison а 
character during combat, and these в 
should be dealt with by the priest using "n 
his second spell. i 
ө Scorpions: Again, these creatures are E 
hard to kil at first, and wil usually poison. 
‘one of your characters. Let your priest heal this quickly. 
© Large Snakes: As with scorpions, although slightly easier to КИ. 
ө Drakh Knights: These are large creatures wearing orange cloaks. At first 
they are extremely hard to defeat and should be avoided until your warrior is at 
least level two or three. 
ө Flying Wyverns: These come in all shapes and colours are fatal to all low 
level characters. They do, however, yield powerful items and high experience 
points, 
ө Moaning Undead: These skeletoid apparitions are quite а handful for some 
time, but can be kiled with either brute force or spell number eleven in the 
booklet 
© Laughing Devils: These Ие jokers are very dangerous even when your 
characters are up at level three or so. 
© Centaurs: Violent and dangerous, these 
Creatures should not be fought unless you 
have strong, welkarmed players. 
€ Rock Monsters: These have a wicked 
punch and can only be damaged by strong 
characters with good weapons 
© Drakh Lords: These are tall creatures 
with fancy orange silver head-dresses, 
They are extremely powerful and can 
paralyse your characters with magic 
Treat with caution !! 
© Giant Trolls: These creatures are found 
in the more hazardous palaces and are 
extremely dangerous and strong. They can 
take and give many hits. It is best to send 
one powerful, invisible character to attack 
them, 

© Dragons: These mainly appear in the 
Desert and the area around the Firestones. 
They are deadly and must be defeated as 
Quickly as possible 
These creatures are listed in order of 
increasing difficulty. Those at the bottom 

‘end would overwhelm new characters with- 

‘out a blink, and even highly experienced 

characters, up to levels eight and nine and 

beyond will find them testing, After defeat. 
ing powerful foes itis a good idea to save 
play at that point to guard against losing valuable experience points 

















ITEMS OF POWER: 
During exploration you wil inevitably come across rings and sceptres, as well 
as various potions, These rings and sceptres usually enhance one of your char. 
acters stats, or give them a special abiity. 
invisibility, Impalpabilty, Recuperation, Power & Understanding. There is 

also one which, when worn, appears to do nothing; however, it actually doubles 
the hits your character gives and is thus very useful 
Sceptres: As with rings. 
Weapons: Daggers, Bludgeons, rods and swords are the basic weapons. 
However; large swords, Scimitars, Bows (archis) and Drags are also obtainable 
— usually from the higher level creatures. Weapons with extra power range 
from +1 to +3, 

Suddenly Adam stops his lecture. "LOOK OUT F he shouts. We all duck as 
а mutant cucumber leaps at him. Tune in next month for Drakkhen- The 
Complete Guide Part Three “The Quest for Tears” 
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(AMIGA) 
Quick tips, thanks to C. Vandornn 
пот Northern ireland 


AT THE START OF THE 
GAME: 

You are on skis, Dont stop to 
snipe. Get as quickly as you can 
to the nearest garage. You need 
missies against the bombers. Try 
to get a Wolf snow buggy. You 
сап dodge the mortars on skis the same way as on a buggy: шт quickly, 90 
degrees and speed off. Н you stop to snipe the mortars wil get you. When you get 
the snowbuggy speed to your next point while blasting the bombers as they appear. 











FOR INVULNERABILITY 
‘Against missiles: Whether you are skang or driving a snow buggy, the moment you 
hear the missile being launched, stop immediately and begin to turn around. Keep 
turning on the spot. The missile wil narrowly miss you then come back and keep 
расе alongside you for a whie unti it finaly speeds off to clabber someone else not 
so smart 
Against mortars: Watch for the bomber. It wil always come over the honzon in 
ront of you. If you are stopped, wait unti it is approximately half way to you (ther 
wise it may be able to dodge your missile) hen blast it. И you are moving fast blast t 
the moment it appears over the horizon. If a bomber does manage to drop mortars 


turn 90 degrees quickly and speed oft 








БЕСТЕ, ТЕС 


Here's a quick one, thanks to 
Evan Scarlett. 

Press the "HELP" key and "M" 
at the same time to replenish 
energy. 


Farrington has kindly donated the 
level codes for ASTRO MARINE CORP 
on the Amiga they are: 


Nostromo 
Discovery 
Enterprise 
Dagoban 
Replicant 
Krull 
Metropolis 


Colin Wilson has this extremely useful 
tip for STUNT CAR RACER. He says 
‘When playing the game do not keep 
pressing the joystick forwards as 
when you go over a jump with it for 
ward the engine sounds completely 
poo. 

Much has been written by learned 
gentlemen about this obsession with 
lavatorial humour. We suggest Colin 
seeks immediate psychiatric help. 








‘icroprose superlative Stunt Car Racer 
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FLOOD (Amiga, St) 
Richard Edwards, Richard Hadden and 
Evan Scarlett are all drying out after 
sending some passwords for Electronic 
ts! FLOOD. Mr. Edwards claims that 
password 3 is QUU but Mr. Hadden and 
MrScarlett are ganging up on him and 
saying itis QUE. 

LEVEL PASSWORD 
1 FROG 

YEAR 

QUIF or QUIZ 
LONG 

WORD 

FRED 

WINE 

GRIP 

TRAP 

THUD 

FRAK 

УМ 

JUMP 

NL 

FOUR 

6 GRIT 

7 ING 

18 JNG 

19 Loo 

20 POOL 

21 HATE or MATE 
22 REED 

23 LME 

24 QUD 

25 WING 

26 FLEE 

27 ССА 

28 HEAD 

29 LOOP 

30 SNG 

31 JOUK 

2 РМК 

33 0060 

34 LETS 

35 QUAD 

36 BRILL 

37 EGGS 

38 HENS 

39 NAL 

40 SOAP 

41 FOAM 

42 MEEK 


3 
4 
6 
7 











Part 3A of Jon's Hacking Guide. 


In order to give you the WHOLE of Jon's third hacking guide, without cut: 
ting it to pieces, we have split ît up over the next few issues, sorry Jon ! 


Citadel cheat: 

Okay then, so what did I want to do to Citadel that | didn't do to 

Bombuzal? Well, | wanted to have more than just a puny reprogrammed 
pace bar and immunity and | didn't want to waste time by removing what 

1 class as bugs (noticed the one on the title screen? Go through the attract 

sequence using the space bar). Basically, what | had in mind was "better". 

О.К. mystery lovers check out the plot, weigh up the evidence and 
see how quickly you can work out how the final cheat will ook! As | 
weaved my naive, nonchalant path through the Gothic architecture, some- 
thing struck me that made me feel uneasy: | could lose energy, worse 
stil, | could die. Luckily | was gifted with the same amount of lives as one 
third of a cat, which was just enough 
to prompt me to shut up and get on 
with the cheat 

Firstly, a quick explanation: | talk 
а lot about removing routines and 
instructions, It isn't possible to have 
а void in memory, so removal norma! 
М entails telling jumps to carry on to 
the following piece of code, so it 
does nothing, or jumping around rou 
tines. | could just as easily change 
the code to give you an extra Ме 
every time you die but that is hardly 
necessary. 

As usual | will start the day by 
finding unlimited energy. There are 
only two areas where the energy you 
lose is always the same, when you 
get hit by a bullet and when you 
crash into an alien. Because you lose 
four energy for both of these | could 
have looked for code that subtracted 
four away from things. Instead, | 
looked for code that subtracted any. 
thing 

Oops. I got a whole list of sub- 
tracts but none of them subtracted 
four. There is a simple technical rea- 
son for this connected to the string 
of bytes | searched for, so | wasn't 
concerned. | systematically removed 








A recent letter from Ben Halifax 
said the same thing as hundreds of 
others, namely requesting a list of 
guides and solutions that we have 
printed before and their respective 
issue numbers. (Unfortunately, 
short tips are not included). So 
here itis, a comprehensive guide 
starting from issue 29! (We aim to 
please). 





ISSUE 29 
Dungeon Master Guide (part one) 
Les Rigden 

AD&D and Bard's Tale 

Calin Taylor 

Batman- the Movie - Adam Morley 


ISSUE 30 
Dungeon Master Guide (part two) 





ISSUE 31 
Space Ace - David Wiliams and 
Chris West 

Dungeon Master Guide (part three) 
Future Wars - Phil Thompson 


ISSUE 32 

Dungeon Master Guide (part four, 
final part) 

Complete guide to Уз - Jojo Cicero 
and Mark Cook 


ISSUE 33 
No guides or solutions, but 
of shorties 





ISSUE 34 
Castle Master - Incentive 
Midwinter - Micropro: 
Guide to hacking on the C64 (part 
one) - Jon 





and tested all the subtracts, hoping 

to find something useful. Eureka! One 
of them gives infinite lives to the play 
ers drone. | also found some suspect 


ISSUE 35 у code that subtracted zero, effectively 
Drakkhen Guide part one) Pena le 
Adam Morley Oh dear Martin, you've used self 


Xenomorph (part 
Alan Ci 

Guide 
(part two) 





modifying code, and after saying how 
naughty it is (self modifying code can 
directly change itself to mean some- 
thing different, a very questionable 
technique indeed). | tested the new 
found subtracts and found that they 
executed as the traps opened 
(sounds like something worth coming 
back to me, but not just yet. 

Using a more direct method to 
find the subtracts | was looking for 
produced results. With them came 
another two that executed as the 
player changes levels or sides — 
three) nothing to do with energy loss but | 
The ACE guide to solutions. shall return to them later as they сап 
put me onto the trail of bigger things. 





ISSUE 36 
Defender of the Crown (mini play- 
ers guide) - Paul Thomas 

Lots of shorties 


ISSUE 37 
Drakkhen (part two 
Xenomorph (part two) 

Guide to hacking on C64 (part 
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Millennium, Chancery House 
107 St Pauls Road, London NI 2NA 


. 


Ws a world gone mad! 
Bombs drop from the sky, 
playing havoc wilh the 
natural order of fat Filbert’s 
verdant land. Filbert's got to see to it that 
square foot is set back to normal - that’s a lot 
dunt for our rotund hero. The trouble is, the bombs 
keep on coming, spikes, acid and ninja balls keep inter 
fering and there's not much time left to get the job done. 
Fear not Filbert! Throw the fin cans, pick up the potions, drink the tea 
and you may just manage to clear up the situation. And don't forget, if the 
going gets too tough you can enlist the help of a friend and work as a team 


~ just ту not to get in each other's way! 


128 isometric 3D screens of manic action 
avoid the bullying red vikings, trees, robots and nasty ninjas 
simultaneous two player option 


customise your own games 





3 game modes - competition, puzzle & the real thing 


v 


MILLENNIUM 


10 different musical soundtracks 


Atari ST & STE £24.99, Amiga £24.99 




















WE'RE 
JAM 


The latest arcade releases 
plus news of how to play 







the bare JAMMA circuit boards, Active are encas- 
ing them in rigid plastic cases, which also ensure 
that you plug it in the night way, vital for contin- 
tioning of the 
abinet will come already with a game 
л and the price, not fixed at present, 
will be from #30034 
The upside is that you can play the real thing 
absolutely 100% authentic arcade games with 
se it 









the unit and you! 











nodífications or compromise, be 









exactly the same software/hardware configura: 
tion. The downside is the software and the pri 
New JAMMA boards (say Raiden in this issue) sell 










in the range 2500800. Ouch! The thing is, the 
һе game gets, the cheaper the board. 

ade owners trade in/sell off old boards 

money, for the 





е, Active has at least 10 games for 

er £50, like Ghosts and Ghouls and 
ikworm. But bear in mind they'll be second. 

t about that, as the unit, 527% nd, albeit recon 








red, and Active can only 
Г upply a three month guarantee оп any one 











ый cade cal y e oard. You name the board, however, and theyll 
real arcade titles in your ; Г quote you a price for it - or if you are technically 
own home - John Cook ' xnpetent, you could search the small ads of 











ystick he arcade trade rag, Coin Slot, for barg: 
reports... е For manic arcade enthusiasts with money to 
ctive Seles is a well known con ім белот to the t pare, there's no doubt that this is the real thing 
ДА се. who considerably ured ts pubic cabinet fing up to a 20 screen. The —and there be a ready supply of JAMNA 
profile recently by marketing PC Engines adapt outputs av RT, RGB and PAL - sut boards for t able future, either encased 
for use in the UK. Now those same cuddly Y y CR have available Active) or ade trade. In other 








bunnies have come up with an idea that let 





rds, i's a must 








you = the General Public - play ex Bb the ual gamer, however, must b 
titles, 100% genuine, in the comfort of your own hase of a uch as the 
four wall м are powered Sega Genesis/Megadrive and wil 
Available are shops from mid > ху, у y acce ons of the 
September or Active is at gre t wouldn't es at an the 





emphasize that this unit is not a games console, have Ра 
пе home arcade machine 








ALIEN STORM. Sega has been busy again this month 


RAIDEN. High on the PCB chart is Raiden- another 








eviews of 40 games 8 mos] 
+ Release Schedules, issued bi-monthly, with advance release informa 
* Sales hotline, to 8pm weekdays, 10 to 5.30 Saturdays. 
* Fast despatch of stock items. Most lines in stock. £6.00 
+ Catalogue, Membership Card & Folder tor NRG. Annual Мет 


Commodore 





Encre 16000 "Wit wo Jer ger Joys ee 


prse] 


‘Amiga ST or Bu. 


NAG (pronounced energy) 
News, Reviews and Graphics 


Megadrive + anered Beast & Joypad 10, 99 Screen shots, pack shots, charts, latest Giga-Savers. Amiga 500 Fight ot Fantasy pack 


with extra Joypad FREE 


Aer Rad 
Enchanted Caste 
Ато Pamer Got 
Forgotten Words 


И слоши п Олон 


Golden A 
Last Ba 
Mystic 


ттл 
|| Chios Ошто 
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Боско Сор 


куа 
EN 


SPEEDBALL 5,99 5 


ÉL 
ELITE 5.99 


40 colour reviews in every issue. СОТУ is coming soon. [B with F29 Retalstor, Rainbow Island, Deluxe 
Night City Cybertoon and the kil-ordie adventures of Paint 2, Robot Monsters &TV Modulator 


Software о garg ts Cyber taniastc! # TWO Jet Fighter Joysticks FRI 
; Peripherals 


NRG - bimonthly - to all members of Special Reserve. 
A Special Reserve 

2800 annual 

membership. 


Revenge of Sriman 


Super Thunderlade includes 
Thundertorce 2 \ Membership 


түзі Card. Folder & A501 Fam Upgrade fo Y meg 
жола Cup laa 90 ‘introduction. Ш 2ydec Arvoa Ram upgrade 10 1 


Zoom Frappe Ед 
Issue of NAG. 
Releose Schedule. 
4 catalogue every 


Sony 3.5" DS DD 
е. II < 65р... 


Software. К 
2349 Gates of Inrdecor ТОК 5.25" pack of ten 48 tpi £6.49 = 
ie Rampage ТОК 5.25" pack of ten 96 tpi £8.99 Юу рыма С in 


Mega-Savers 
DISK 5.25 3.5 DISK 





wan 
2599 
1659 


1249 


Олко 123 16 pin 


For Amga. ST 
Mouse өлу 

Оло Supercharger 18 
Quesjoy Jot Рони" 1 
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ER 
FM 


ж. E — шим 


Can you afford not to join? 


jore. | Games sent individually wrapped by first class post. K OFFIC IAL SECRET 5 


nation» We send written confirmation of order (receipt) 
р | inthe event о delay, refunds on request 


+ No commitment, no obligation to buy A 
о the benefits of Special Reserve plut 
hig 
кен سیا لا ل‎ - Confidential Ол 32 page bimonthly magazine is essential 
БҮ reading for those interested in adventures or role playing games. 
MI fiw: IE writen by expers. Confdennal has covered everything trom Н 
IGA and ATARI ST Software Reh cst a шого Which Fie Fight Этиш? Our agents, led by 





т ашса sr нат the Master Spy known as "The Boss Upstairs", 
rede 3 шеті >. secrets of RPG's, FRP's, MUG's, PBM's, Leisure Suit Larry, 
12 Е The Russians, Elvira... and more 
J + Sim City or Drakkhen тр 29.99. 
© тыщ Choose one free with membership. 
em putem Of Drakkhen, ST Action sald: "Drakkhen 
um а HUNE. really impressed me. For me, the game was а 
S subtle cross between my all-time favourite. 
- Dungeon Master and the 551 fantasy rol playing 
gs тоса games. The graphics are 
Superb.... Overall, Drakkhen 





will take quite some timo to ® 
beat” and Zero sald: "Absolutely brillant 

OF Sim City, ACE sald: "Sim City is a politician's 
or a gamesplayer's - dream. 


№. Adventure Meip-Line. Manned weekdays until Bpm and on 
[] Saturdays - to help you solve most games. || 
Annual Membership to Official Secrets 
ж we BW 3 ан рии 1 
ÍF не GAME YOU ARE LOOKING FOR IS NOT IN ти LIST PLEASE CHECK THE MEGA-SAVERS BELOW. rakkhen or Sim City, Helpline P2999 
о PHONE US ON THE SALES LINE (0279 66500 FOR WIDER SELECTION ANO LATEST RELEASE БЕ and membership of Special Reserve. ! 


INEVITABLY, SOME OF THE ABOVE GAMES MAY NOT YET BE RELEASED. ALL GAMES ARE DESPATCHED AS B 
PLEASE NOTE THAT THERE 15 А SURCHI j Name & Address 


Post Code Tel. 


[d 3 Computer "525735 
Қалық [Ie Payable to: Е 
КАТ Special Reserve or Official Secrets 


MATER ОООО ЕЗ осо Р.О. Box 847, Harlow, CM21 9PH 


€ ters please oir 1 
Special Reserve £6 UK, £8 ЕЕС, 10 World or 
Official Secrets £29.99 UK, £34.99 EEC, £39.99 World 
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ADVANCE HOUSE 
186 BRENT CRESCENT 
LONDON NW107XR 


TEL:081-961 8705 
FAX: 081-965 8240 








t a time when most software was stil 
developed inhouse, David Bishop, Beth 
Wooding and Chris Palmer realised that 
even the best programmer is not necessa. 
ily a brillant creator of original specifica 
tions, As Tigress Designs they set out to 
change that. 

The team came up with the C64 Golf Construction Set 
for Ariolasoft, which was well up to par, and insisted their 
names were removed from Domark's Мен To A Kil follow 
ing (quote) ‘artistic differences’. But probably Tigress's 
most impressive offering was a game with only а handful of 
rules. 


MIND OVER MATTER 

Designers of the first generation of computer entertain 
ment often looked to traditional board games for inspira 
tion. Chess, Draughts, Backgammon and Reversi (Othello) 
were all staples of those early home machines. Effectively 
Think! is also а board game... but one you could never 
transfer to a board! 

The playing area is a six by six grid, across which two 
‘opponents take it in turns to slide different coloured coun 
ters a square at a time, one from the bottom, the other 
from the right hand side. Once counters reach the far 
edge, they vanish. The aim is to create а line of four coum 
ters, vertically, horizontally or diagonally. 

That is essentially all there is to it. However like all ће 
best games, the simplicity of the rules belies the sophisti- 
cation of strategies available. Every time a new counter is 
moved onto the board, all the counters in the same row are 
pushed one space further along and, equally importantly 








THOUGHTLESS GENERATION 


After Ariolasoft's withdrawal from the UK, Think! re- 
appeared as a £1.99 cheapie on the Firebird Silver 
reaches ee ہے ا‎ 
Microprose, the budget label was dropped and though 
certain titles were sold, Think! was deemed too old to 
bother reviving. 

This is short-sighted. Nobody would suggest 
“scrapping chess because its been around for cen- 
turies. A good game is always a good game and Think! 
was a classic. Though its simplicity might make it took 
‘skimpy as а £25, 16-bit release, it could attain cult sta- 
‘tus as a budget title, Personally I'd love to see it in a 
pop-up version for MS-DOS; it's the ideal diversion for 
РС owners whose cerebella's are being turned to задо 
by their spreadsheets. 











A further instalment in 

‘our occasional series on 
classic games.. 

John Minson puts his 


Thinking cap on 






"Effectively, Think! is a board 
game - but one you could 
never transfer to a board" 


наш OF FAME 
How does a game quality tor 
the Hall of Fame? It may 
have been a best seller in its 
day or overlooked and under. 
‘ated. But one thing's for cer- 
tain, it led the field, either. 
creatively or technically. 
Clones don't qualify. however 
competent. And it's got last. 
ing appeal. It's the program 
you stil want to play after 
years -not weeks. So И 
You've got any suggestions, 
drop us a line. 





ink! 


any counters which cross the row are moved as well, along. 
with any spaces. 

As each game develops, the intersection of rows and 
columns becomes increasingly complex, with each new 
counter shifting both players’ attempts at building lines. Its 
all too easy to put your enemy in a victorious position ~ or 
worse, accidentally complete a winning line for them — if 
you don't study the board carefully. 

The thrust of attack must be balanced by the necessi 
ties of defence. A straightforward attempt to pile a line of 
four counters onto the board is too easily 
defeated. Instead each player has to 
attempt more subtle patterns which can 
eventually be shaped into a winning com: 
bination. Tigress's skills didn't rest with 
the game's mechanics though. From the 
very first screen, where you select 
options, there's a sense of unity which 
was often missing from the Bbit scene. 
The icons imitate a Mac style environ 
ment; quite something for Spectrum 
users more accustomed to attribute 
clash 
Think's gameplay options covered the usual, such as 
two player or human against computer and sound on and 
off, as well as more esoteric choices. You could, for exam- 
ple, play an untimed game, have each move against the 
clock or set a time to complete the game. There was also 
a tutorial mode, with the computer marking your moves, 
and a problem solving option, which allowed you to create 
your own teasers. 

Variations during play were also comprehensive. Apart 
from returning to the main control screen, perhaps to 
change from a one to a two player game, there was the 
Opportunity to load and save games in progress and even 
dump screens. Actually, this last опе was probably going a 
bit far. Did anybody ever store a gallery of their greatest 
victories? 

Think! was a briliant brainteaser, fast enough to fill in 
the odd idle minute, addictive enough to keep you playing 
into the small hours. Elegant in its simplicity, limitless in its 
strategies it makes you wish software designers today 
would stop copying each others ideas and... wel - think! 





The main option көтен allowed the humble Spectrum to adapt Macintosh 
ze cy And the Specie had ane thing the Mac never did attribute 
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Find out its limits. 
Look in the mirror. 








Introducing the powerful new 
Atari 1040 STE. With such an awesome 
machine, we're convinced the only limits 
you'll come across are your own. 


Based on the incredibly successful 1040 
STFM, the 1040 STE itself goes beyond the 
limits of its predecessor. 


The 'E', by the way, stands for ‘Enhanced’ 
But once you've discovered its amazing array of 
features, you may consider ‘Enhanced’ to be the 
understatement of the decade. 


Perhaps the most outstanding feature of the 
1040 STE is its graphics. Its palette contains 
over 4000 colours (all right, 4096 to be exact) 


To ensure precise and realistic 
images, the STE features ‘hardware 
scrolling’, enabling smooth 
scrolling in any direction and 
split-screen effects. And, with the 
5М124 monitor, you'll get razor 
sharp black-out-of-white text 
that's as clear as the type on this 
page. 


To complete the picture, it is 
able to ‘phase-lock’ its video 
output to an external video 
source, permitting direct linking to 
а Genlocking device. 


Тһе 1040 won't just have your eyes 
swivelling in their sockets. Your eardrums will 
also take a pounding from the 8-bit PCM stereo 
sound. 


The new PCM (Pulse Coded Modulation] 
sound system's two chips allow the 1040 STE to 
replay high-quality sampled sounds, in stereo, 
without burdening the CPU. Or, for even more 
of an earblasting, just add a couple of RCA 
output jacks and power the sounds through your 
own stereo. 


Of course we mustn't forget memory. Опе 
megabyte of RAM comes as standard. If that’s 
not enough, the 1040 STE provides four SIMM 
sockets. Simply plug in some SIMM (Single In- 
line Memory Module) boards and boost the 
RAM up to four megabytes. 


To help you handle all this technology, 
we've added even more: а Blitter chip, capable 
of shifting data at high speeds independent of 
the CPU, and a new version of TOS. 


WITHOUT 








YOU'RE JUST PLA’ 


The TOS 1.6 (operating system) has an 
enhanced file selector with drive -change buttons, 
improved desktop with file move, MS-DOS 
compatible disk formatting, and better appli- 
cation installation and auto -booting facilities. 


As you'd expect, there’s a huge range of 
peripherals including hard disks, floppy disks, 
laser printers, colour monitors and even 
МедаНе 44, Atari’s unique 44-megabyte 
removable hard disk. 


As well as all this hardware, there are 
hundreds of software programmes for the 1040 
STE - we're even throwing in the ST-Series 
Productivity and Leisure bundles free. 


The Productivity bundle 
features a database, spread- 
shee!, word processor and 
business graphics package, and 
there's 5.Т.А.С., FirST BASIC, 
Hyperpaint and Prince in the 
Leisure bundle. 


If you're itching to get your 
hands on the controls, there are 
two 15- pin analogue controller ports 
(which accept paddles, light- 
guns and light- pens) and a 9 ріп 
mouse port and joystick port. 


With adaptors, up to six 
people can use the 1040 at one time. Just in 
case it’s too much for one person to handle. 


At £499.99 it certainly won't be too much for 
one person to afford 


The ideal computer at the ideal price, you 
may think. We think so, too. But there remains 
only one potential problem: not whether you'll 
make impossible demands of the 1040, but 
whether the 1040 will make impossible 
demands of you. 





POSTCODE 
Please send fo Atari Corp (UK) Lid. Atari House, 
Railway Terrace, Slough, Berkshire. 512 582. 


_AATARIIO4OSTE 





































































ace conferences 


REMEMBER CAESAR? 
One of Mirrorsoft's earliest 
titles was Caesar the Cat, a 

highly original game pro- 
‘grammed in Hungary for 
"Andromeda Software. 
Mirrorsoft were one of the 
first UX software companies 
to bring in Eastern European 
‘games (see our article on 
Russia last month). Other 

‘early hits included an official 
licensed Biggles game, plus 
Dynamite Dan, Strike Force 
Harrier, and Games Creator. 


ACE readers get on 
the road to Mirrorsoft, 
meet the Bit Maps, 


and eat pizza... 





he world's first Turtle conference took place 
amidst mounds of Pizza at the Mirrorsoft 
offices in South London on Thursday 19th July. 
The Turtles themselves kept a pretty low pro- 
file, which is just as well because they wouldnt 
have been a match for the assembled ACE readers, who 
were determined to give Митогзой a good dose of the bo. 
Itali started when ACEr (that's ACE reader, OK?) Trevor 
Attridge stood up in the middle of the Back to the Future И 
demo and, in no uncertain terms, told the assembled com 





116 ADVANCED commuter exerc 


pany what he thought about licensed software and where 
they could stick it. There ensued а heated debate, fuelled 
by slices of American Hot and Spicy Beef n Tomato, about 
the pros and cons of licensed games 

For the price youre seling it fr,’ growled Trevor, | 
wouldn't buy i" Which was perhaps a Ие hasty because 
(a) we'd only seen a few screens of the demo and (b) we 
certainly hadn't played it. As another ACEr put it later, 
Actually, | thought it looked rather good! and we were 
inclined to agree, reckoning that the screens we'd been 
shown revealed a distinctly above average license, but we 
кері our voices down in case Trevor got the bo out again. 

Ironic, really, since Mirrorsoft have been at the fore 
front of original games design in the last few years, bring: 
ing us titles ranging from Falcon through Dungeon Master 
to Bloodwych and — in the near future - Duster (see panel) 
And nowadays, as Mirrorsoft pointed out, there's simply 
по money to develop original software unless you release 
the better-seliing licensed titles every now and again to 
keep the pennies roling in. 

Of one thing there was no doubt ~ Mirrorsoft showed 
all the generous hospitality that a major software house 
сап show its friends - which is what we all were when the 
time came to leave. Even Trevor had a tear in his eye. 


ACE CONI INCE ROLL-CALL 


They came, they saw, they conquered... quick 

photo-tour of the lads who braved British Rail and 

London traffic to join the ACE Mirrorsoft 

Conference. Will YOUR mug be on these pages next 
ime? 


Simon Сойыл was shameless т 


‘Arun Summers particularly 


oy eos totally ACE 


АҒА ст) 
= 
беле | 








SPEEDBALL 2 


SOLID GO 


Each month, we'll let you know about forthcoming confer. 
ences around the country. If you think you might be inter- 
ested in attending one, all you have to do is send us a 
postcard with your name and address clearly written, 
together with a daytime telephone number И at all possi- 
ble, You also need to tell us: 

* Which conference you would like to attend. If you're 
applying for more than one, put them in order of prefer: 
ence, If no conference is listed for the software house 
you'd like to visit, put the software house's name down and. 


its worth far more!” 


‘tit ara, but though Buster war 











“Amazingly enjoyable! To 
charge £5 is ripping people off - 


Daniel Pemberton. ACE Conference 





— | 


well put you on the ist 
for that conference when 
(and if) it is organised in 
the future. 

* The machine you own, 
so that we can make 
Sure you get some juicy 
free gits for your micro! 
* Your age, so that we 
can ensure a good praeci | 
spread of age grOUps at as the lads discuss Speedball ii. Spot 
each conference, Бы | 
* If you are a subscriber, 

send your application in an envelope together with the 
address panel from the last issue of ACE that you were 
sent | 

Obviously we have to limit the number of people 
attending each conference to a maximum of 15. In addi- 
tion, we have to make a nominal charge of £5.00 to help 
cover costs. All places are allocated on a first-come, first- 
served basis. Subscribers, however, get priority alloca- 
tions for the first five places in each conference, and they 
тау also attend free of charge. You can find out how to 
become a subscriber on page 30. 

A couple of weeks before each conference, we'll 
select the lucky readers from those who have applied and 
inform them of the relevant details. If anyone can't attend, 
they'll be shortlisted for a future conference and another 
selection wil be made for someone who can take their 
place. 


FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES: i 


Microprose 12.30pm Thursday 30 August 1990 in 
Tetbury, Glos. 

Meet the company who've produced some of the best sim- 
ulations ever - and you'll even get to do some REAL flying 
in the Microprose plane! Unfortunately we've heard that 
Mike Singleton won't be able to attend, but readers can 
still count themselves lucky ~ because we've arranged for 
Gratgold to be there in person, so you can meet Andy 
Braybrook (of Uridium fame) and Steve Turner. 


US GOLD 12.30pm Thursday 11 October 1990 in 
Birmingham + NB DATE CHANGE ж 

The big one - but please note we've had to change the 
date from the one given in last month's issue, USG are 
planning a tremendous welcome for ACE readers, includ- 
ing hands-on testing of the latest Lucasfilm and Delphine 
products, and сотор galore. You'll also get a rare oppor- 
tunity to meet console developers, following USG's Sega 
versions of Paperboy, Gauntlet and others (see the 
Console section of Screentest in this issue). 


eg 
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Zolo, an apprentice to the 
Master of the Guild of 
Magicians, is young, 
talented and wise beyond 
his years. Though he has 
another 400 years of 
apprenticeship to serve, 
Zolo has given glimpses of 
brilliance. His reward 

is a chance to enter 

the Guild provided he can 
cross the bewitched and 
dangerous world of Furno, 
the dragon. The world of 
Fumo is colourful and full 
of cute but intelligent 
inhabitants. There are 
many hidden levels and 
rooms which can only be 
entered after solving 
different puzzles. 

Zolo will need all his 

guile, wit and mastery 

of his craft to solve 

the complex puzzles. 

His youth and agility will 
be an asset as he journeys 
through the bewitching 
colourful land of Fumo. An 
arcade adventure full of 
colour, superb graphics 
and intrigue, to grip your 
attention from start to 
finish. 


























This month sees the 
release of three new 
machines from 
Amstrad, namely the 
redesigned CPCs, 164 
plus and the 6128 plus 
and Amstrad’s first 
launch into the 8-bit 
console market, the 
СХ4000, ACE brings 
you the definitive and 
unbiased review of what 
Amstrad hope will take 
them into the lead in 


the 8-bit micro market, 

















also a reasonable number of 
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Sope Manter System and the Commodore 6A anos (ше news pages] 





wrentanment 119 













































Spin joystick port, plus an analogue joystick port, opens 
up possibilities of game design that the previous illfated 
CPC's never had. That's not to say that ай the old CPC soft 
ware will fall into disuse, The Pluses have total compatibil 

ty with the old machines, and why shouldn't they? After all 
they are essentially the same machine. 





SOFTWARE POTENTIAL 
Here is the real problem. Even though the machines have 
these new sound and graphics chips (see box), the new cir 
uitry can only be accessed through the cartridge port. 
This means that any new tape or disk based CPC software 
developed now, will have to be exactly the same as the old 
CPC software. This is apparently to ensure full compatibility 
with past, present and future software 

Of course, you could produce cartridge software for 
both the Plus machines, but the cartridges dont come 
cheap for the software houses - which means they're сег 
tainly not going to come cheap for you. Expect to pay simi 
lar prices for cartridge software on these units to the ones 
you pay for 16-bit products. 

To all intents and purposes, the CPC plus range is the 
old hardware with the new GX4000 bolted on. As such 
theyre good machines for a first time buyer who prefers 
the convenience of the monitor bundling and oneplug 
‘Amstrad approach, but theyre definitely not the upgrade 
that CPC owners are crying out for. №5 also dubious 
Whether the price advantage of the monitor/6128 package 
over the Amiga is sufficient to win it a sizeable share of the 
market. Although an Amiga plus monitor costs substantially 
more, you can get the Amiga on its own for less and run it 
through your TV while you save up for the better display 
and there's no real comparison between the Commodore 
68000 machine and the new Plus range in terms of hard- 
ware capability. 





















THE CONSOLE 
The GX 4000, on the other hand, is a completely diferent 
kettle of fish. It seems a bit unusual an Gbit 
machine this close to the release of the Sega Megadrive 
and our initial thoughts before seeing this ma 

that it was a bit of a waste of time and wouldn't have а 
chance. After taking a good look at it, however, we can 
honestly say that it puts the other Bbit offerings to shame, 
bar the PC Engine. 

The GX4000 is the end result of "months of work liais- 
ing with some of the ‘top programming houses in Europe 
finding out exactly what they would want to see in a 
machine. So what you have is an 8 bit machine with a 
palette of over 4000 colours, 
true multi tasking sound and 
graphics capabilties and the 
mostused arcade routine 
such as pixel scroling and 
sprite generation and exp 
sion, buit into the hardware. sies өз 
For once this doesn't seem 
like hype - in fact Ocean are 
rumoured to be зо 
impressed with the machine 
that theyre giving it very | 290A 
comprehensive support over 
the next twelve months, so 
there'll be no shortage of 
software. The GX 4000 is | бшк 32 from 
also ‘downwardly’ compatible 
with the old CPC machines, 
50 old tape and disk software 
сап be rejigged for cartridge 
release, though naturally the 
old routines wil not be 
designed to access the new 
hardware features. 
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Bundled with: 2 Paddles 
Power Pack 
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Тһе biggest improvements made are іп the 
graphics and sound departments. Graphics 
wise, the palette has been updated to include 
the soon-becoming standard of 4096 colours. 
of which 16 can be displayed on screen at once 
in normal mode, or 32 by using the hardware. 
interrupts. Hardware pixel scrolling hat now 
been incorporated, along with hardware split 
screen effects, with each area of the screen 

using it's own palette of 16 colours. There are 
16 hardware sprites available, each 16 by 16 

pixels, though for some reason there is no on 
board collision detection. 

‘Sound has also been improved - three chan- 
nels of stereo sound, through either a stereo 
monitor or headphones isn’t much to write 

home about. but the good news is that the sound chip. 
can now be programmed to run separately trom the 
CPU. True multi tasking with no loss of speed. 








464 Plus 


Here's a brief summary of the machines. 


6128 Plus. 


£219 (ьм) £319 (biw) 
1329 (col) £429 (col) 


Tpsddie 1 paddle The controllers provided 
Monitor — Monitor A cross-shaped rocke 
Demo cart Demo cart contn 

zaoa zsoa the right thumb, control specifi 
«aK так 


Cassette & 3° disc & 
ROM Cart ROM Cart 


32 from 32 from 


cars жа if Burning Ri 
iod e is a taste of what's to с 
Yes Yes 


3channel 3 channel 
Stereo ASG stereo ASG 


2 digital 


‘analogue 1 analogue 1 analogue 


As with the CPC Pluses, there are three joystick ports 
wo digital and one analogue), ай video connections are 
andied through either a scart socket, a PAL TV modulator 
Amstrad's regular monitor socket. A stereo headphone 
әске! is built into the front of the machine. Visually, it's a 
oking machine and one that's surprisingly stur- 
5 unusual size and uncanny resemblance to a 
craft 






















th the machine are pretty 
switch operated by the 
direction and two fire buttons, used by 
operations within a game, 
uch as firing a weapon, changing gears in a driving game 
etc. We've never been a fan of these ‘compact itle con 
trollers, and this one, with smaller controls than most, is no 
better than the rest. Whatever happened to joysticks? 
ber, the cart supplied with the console, 
me, then the future looks bright. A 
nooth colourful race game that's a fair cut above 
the usual racing rubbish we see on 8bit machines, and а 
d argument against those who say &bit technology has 
two feet and a torso in the grave. 
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THE 1990 ATARI ST 


PRODUCT GUIDE 


[ZH THE UK's Noi CEES 
GUIDE TO THE 















1! you are interested in buying an Atari ST (or if you already 
‘own one), then you will not want to miss the FREE Atari 
ST Product Guide trom Silica Shop. This 48 page, full col- 
our guide is packed with details of peripherals, ac- 
cessories, books and software for the Atari ST range of 
‘computers. In fact, the 1990 Atari ST Product Guide is the 
most comprehensive product handbook available for the 
Atari ST. Not only does the Product Guide provide an in- 
valuable source of information on the UK's largest range 
of ST products, it is available absolutely FREE OF 
CHARGE! Just complete and return the coupon below for 
your FREE COPY! In addition to ALL Atari hardware, the 
Tange of products featured in the catalogue includes: 


PERIPHERALS: 
Robotics. Clocks Floppy Disk Drives 
Hard Disk Drives Emulators. Graphic Tablets. 
MIDI/Music Modems. Modulators 
Monitors Mouse controllers Plotters 
Printers. Scanners Scientific Equip 
Sound Digitisers Sound Samplers Video Enhancers 


ACCESSORIES. 
Cables Cleaning Kits Disks 
Disk Boxes. Dust Covers ^ Joysticks 
Monitor Access Mouse Access Power Supplies 
Printer Labels | Printer Paper — Printer Ribbons 
Stands 



































































ST Dedicated 
50 SOFTWAI RE - 

‘Compilations 
оона enn. Strategy 
SOFTWARE PRODUC TIVITY: 


Desktop Publishing 
Education/Childs Music Programming 
Spread "Word Processors 





















i: 051302 8811 
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Ве A ГИ мо 
LICK SHOT 


THE NEXT GENERATION 













QuickShot offers the most 
complete selection of video 
game controllers in the market 
Models are available to suit all 
the most popular video game 


CN ААР 





machines and just about any 1 
playing style. And no matter 
| which model you choose, ы 
! (9929 you can be sure you're getting SR ro. | 
| the kind of performance and 
4 value for the money that have | 


made QuickShot the biggest 
name in the business. 


QS-130N/F* 


QS-127 














QS-128 QS-131 
ARCADE STE 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING COMPUTER & TOY STOCKISTS 
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124 Pink and Perky 
The new Pink Page Parade kicks off with two competitions 
151 Hot off the Shelf 
s your software collection in need of some new titles? Alex Ruranski 
compiles the definitive sofware buyers guide. 
129 Hard Sell 
David Upchurch with the ACE Hardware Reference Guide - technical 
listings of machines currently on sale so you can get the hard facts 
133 ACElines 
# you own one of the nine major micros, there's а section for YOUR 
machine here as ACE correspondents talk man to micro 
145 ACE Stockmarket 
Our monthly analysis of the software scene, telling you which games 
houses are getting the best reviews. Plus the chance to win prizes... 
165 АСЕ Тор Ten Charts 
Compiled using the same reviews-based data as the ACE Stockmarket, 
these are the best chars around. 
161 Adventureline 
Pat Winstanley in the first of her regular tips sections for dedicated 
adventurers. Future columns wil also include gossip and mini-revews. 
159 The ACE Diary 
(Our monthly guide to what's on where and what's out when 
167 ACE Deals 
Puta razze in your pocket and get down to the shops today - youre. 
sure of a big surprise, because some dealers are literally GIVING the 
goodies анау... 
167 Shopwatch 
Dirk Longhorn with a view from the other side ofthe counter... 
168 Encyclopaedia Micromannica! 
Over the years ACE has consistently given gamesters the low down on 
entertainment technology. Check out the subjects we've covered in the 
past and make sure you're up to date 
149 The ACE Puzzle 
A doddie for a Cray Mark М, a challenge for a human 
147 The ACE Crossword 
Опе down the rabbit hole is across bunny (5) 
166 ACE Readers Pages 
Small ads, big sales. Your chance to buy, зей and tell the world. 
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FIVE 


IN ONE! 


elcome to the new Pink Pages. We 

believe that they represent the begin- 
ning of a new phase іп ACE's development as we 
‘continue to improve the magazine on a monthly 
basis, sharpening the design and packing in 
more features and exclusive coverage with each 
issue. 

The new Pinks have got a great future. What's 
{tall about? 

First, we've appointed two new members of 
staff, both of whom will be taking particular care 
‘of this section. Alex Ruranski is going to buid the 
Pinks into the country’s foremost software refer 
ence section, and David Upchurch is going to the 
‘same with hardware. So that's one side of the. 
Pink story - comprehensive reference material 
for the committed gamester. 

The other side is entirely up to you, because. 
it's all about communication. Both David and Alex 
want to hear from you - whether it be criticisms 
ог suggestions, and Pat Winstanley, who edits 
the Adventureline, is also ready and waiting for 
your input. 

If you've got questions about either hardware 
ог software, they'll be answered here too - we 
have a whole team of industry experts who are 
at your beck and call when it comes to sorting 
‘out entertainment queries. And next month we re. 
creating a new Pink department especially for 


that purpose - but the questions will have to 
come from you! 

And to launch the new section, we've got a 
great console competition from Elite on this very 
page - and some Buck Rogers giveaways from 
US Gold opposite. Be proud, be perky, but above 
all, be pink. 


THE COMPETITION 
f youre console crazy, or just console curious, 
Ейе have offered to launch the new Pink Pages 
by very generously giving away one each of ALL 
the major console machines. This is an opportu- 
nity you just can't miss to grab some of the neat. 
est buzzboxes you can get your hands on. 
What's more, it couldnt be easier. All you have 
to is fil in the form below, answering the ques- 
tions. No trick questions, no strings attached - 
Just tell Elite what you think and they'l enter your 
entry in a prize draw for one of the following 
machines: 
Sega Master System, Sega Megadrive, 
Nintendo NES System, Nintendo Gameboy, 
and Atari Lynx. 


HERE'S WHAT YOU HAVE TO DO... 

1. Select which machine you would like to win. 
THEN. 

2. In no more than 25 words tell us why you. 


STOCKMARKET 
WINNERS 


to these lucky lads who we 
he hat with correct predictions for 
эке ACE Stockmarket and Charts. Jason Webb o 


"lying high on 
rulckshank of 
h most be а 





chose this machine. 

THEN. 

3, Rate from 1st to 3rd choice which of the fol 
lowing tiles you and your friends would like to. 
see converted for your chosen machine: 

A) Space Асе 

(B) Dragon's Lair 

(C) Paperboy 

(D) Robocop. 

(E) Hard Drivin’ 

(F) Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles 

(G) KickOff 

(H) Frank Bruno's Boxing 

THEN... 

4. Cut out the coupon and post it to the address 
in the panel. 


ALL ENTRIES WILL GO INTO А PRIZE DRAW 
TO BE HELD 31st SEPTEMBER 1990. 
Deadline for receipt of entries is the morning of 
that day. 


ELITE CONSOLE CRAZE COMPO FORM 


My choice of machine should | win is (tick one): Sega Master System 2 Sega Megadrive J 


dnt Pene of the prises 








My most popular choice of game is (enter letter identifying game in list): 








‘Space Асе (B) Dragon's Lair (С) Paperboy (Р) Robocop (E) Hard Drivin (F) 


Teenage Mutant Hero Turtles (G) Kick-Off ІНІ Frank Bruno's Boxing 
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US GOLD IN 
THE 25TH 
CENTURY! 


"Buck Rogers in the 25th Century is des- 
tined to be one of the biggest multi-media 
events of the year." 


come about through the famed TSR role- 

playing company, who in conjunction with 
Penguin books are about to launch “a massive 
range of products" including boardgames, RPG's, 
paperback books and graphic novels. Buck is 
about to be reborn. 

Putting the icing on the cake for us 
gamesters, TSR have collaborated once again 
with the programmers at SSI (also jointly 
involved with the Dragonlance series) to bring 
you Buck Rogers - Countdown to Doomsday. 

| Using a system similar to that used in the 


T he sudden revival of Buck Rogers has 


Dragonlance series, Countdown To Doomsday is 
described as a “SciFi Role Playing space opera”, 
in which the player guides a party from the New 
Earth Organisation (NEO) in an attempt to foil a 
RAM (Rosso-American Mercantile) plot to recom- 
quer earth, whilst engaging in planetary or space 
combat against a horde of enemies, along the 
way. 

And good old US Gold are bring us the game 
later this year. to celebrate, they're giving away 





pink pages 


5 copies of the Buck Rogers board game, so all 
you have to do is follow the instructions in the 
panel and post your entry pronto. 












LIFE AFTER BUCK 
Buck Rogers official comic strip debut took 
place in January 1929, Set in a distant century 
Vere technological advancement bore title 
Was seen by many as a symbol of hope for the 
Mato م‎ st Же ینتا‎ 
employed by the castes, many of the visions 


HOW TO ENTER 
All you have to do is jot down the answers to the 
two questions below and pop them on a post- 
card, together with your name and address, 

Send your entry to ACE USG Buck Competition, 


Priory Court, 30-32. (of Buck Rogers: world included (or perhaps pre- 
Farringdon Lane, dicted) inventions such as the truth gauge (lie 
London, ЕСІК 3AU detector) ne Телі ا‎ ultra- a 2 

lee ot bar осоре се ье” 

than 5th October this century. Bud jers buched the trend and 
1990. First five cor- painted a future ymplishment and tech 

Tub. TIT UT 

teat pete good Cro LI 


1. In which year did 
Buck Rogers first 
appear? 

2 Name one US 
‘60/55 
Dragonlance game 
released in the UK. 


“Buck Rogers burst upon our vision like some grander July 4th, 
full of rockets celebrating tomorrow.” 
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TEL: CREDIT CARD 
[ORDER LINE 
[nca 225368 





= 
TERE = 
КЗ) аттан Е SUMMERTIME 12—54 
зе ол 2-52 SPECIAL OFFER. 2-12 
E WE. ШІП мае iS US полы ет Ties Е 
ВЕЕТ SE SE S jut ue че шырайы = 

2 FAST DELIVERY ON ALL STOCK ITEMS BY 1ST GLASS MAIL IN UK 

H SPECIAL OVERSEAS SERVICE BY AIR MAIL WORLDWIDE 









CREDIT CARD ORDERS ACCEPTED BY PHONE 
'OR MAIL. 
CREDIT CARD ORDER TELEPHONE LINES. 





TEL: CREDIT CARD) 
ORDER LINE! 
төз 252113 24 них 
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SHADOW OF THE BEAST AMIGA £25.99 
Titles marked * are not yet available and will be sent on day of release. Please state make and model of computer when ordering P&P inc. UK on orders over £5. 
Less than £5 and Europe add £1 per item. Elsewhere please add £2 рег item for airmail. These offers are available Май order only. 
Tel orders : 0908 564369 (24 hrs) 
* INFESTATION + BLOOD MONEY AMIGA PACK £14.99!!* * AMIGA 512K RAM +CLOCK £44.99! % | 
т [ 
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E 
MAIL ORRID ЇЗ 
SOUND EXPRESS STEREO SAMPLING HARDWARE AMIGA £34.93: 
AMIGA MEGA DEALS!!! 
k FREE HOLIDAY ACCOMADATION 
E r two people Voucher with every Machine Pu 
А тіле are Florida. Majorca. Malta, and Southern Spain 
18 500 FLIGHT OF FANTASY PACK EXTRA 
ЕЯ [Bat Games Pack includes | £369 
7% |& 10 tree Games inc Blasteroids, Wizball, Menace, Buggy Boy. Inc VAT and next day delivery. 
€ * Amiga A500 512K keyboard with buit in 1 Megabyte Disk Drive includes 
74 | Free TV Modulator worth £24.99 allowing you to use the Amiga with a normal | | F29 Retaiator ен 
m hv, 
* Rainbow islands * Power Supply Uni 
b |+ DELUXE PAINT! Graphics Package | egos سےا ی‎ tg 
an + FREE only just released Batman The Movie games sofware. [escape Prom The Planet Ot vip arua e 
y * New Zealand Story arcade games software. обесен ا‎ 
is * F16 Interceptor amazing ЗО ight simulator software ее DIY | 
+З © FREE JOYSTICK, MOUSE MAT ANO 10 BLANK DISKS а Mere 
i" | AMIGA BASIC Amiga Extras 1.3 Workbench 1.3 PLUS the Amiga Step by 
m Step Tutorial 
74 |ж All leads manuals PLUS MOUSE and Mainsplug. | А. 
Б Turbo Joystick. 9.99 
m 419 MICROSMART А500 + PSYGNOSIS PROMOTIONAL] Quicksnot 11 Turbo Joy: | 
i Я > p |Quickshot 111 Turbo Joystick 9.99 
im BLOOD MONEY, INFESTATION, MENACE, BAAL, CHRONOQUEST 142, | [Competition PRO Extra joystick. 12.99 | 
ін NEVERMIND, |Speedking Autofire joystick. 9.99 | 
1 AND EVERYTHING IN THE BATMAN PACK Mouse Mats 399 | 
A Replacement mouse 18.00 
Т £399 MICROSMART SOUND AND VISION A500 PACK coner Pol i 
n INCLUDING: | (Inc Deluxe Point Mouse Mat 8 Mouse House) 
rf [AMIGA A500 512K KEYBOARO WITH 1 MEGABYTE ISK ORIVE. FREE Tv MooULAToR! |ПАКзВа Upgrade mouse. 26.00 | 
J ы ж зл лур у м. USE THE AMIGA WITH A NORMAL TV. (Inc Deluxe Paint, Mouse. House, Mouse mal) | 
4 рела гонта отуге ee Half meg Upgrade inc Clock 4499 
n SOUND EXPRESS STATE OF THE ART + STEREO SAMPUNG HAROWARE NCLUOES | [Disk Boxes 3.5" holds 40 6.99 
FREE SOFTWARE А 
Я [BATMAN THE МОМЕ - GAMES SOFTWARE |Disk Boxes 3.5" holds 80 8.99 
72 INEW ZEALAND STORY - ARCADE GAMES SOFTWARE L 
Я (ге INTERCEPTOR AMAZING FLIGHT SIMULATOR 
: [Fe JOYSTIOK MOUSE MAT ANO 10 BLANK DISKS SHINTERS - 
|AMIGA BASIC, AMIGA EXTRAS, WORK BENCH 1-3, PLUS AMIGA STEP BY STEP. | Pi А 
1 [TUTORIAL ALL LEADS ANO MANUALS PLUS MOUSE AND MAN PLUG. | [oarece roze pama oas Ain E 
OF TIE ar LC10 including moa 
$ pee uu [Star LC 10 colour inciuding mertace lead for ST/Amiga £219.00 
£2499.00ine VAT & next day courier = 3 
3 FEATURES MONITORS 
rf |* Amiga A500 TV Modulator * Maxplan 500 spreadsheet. [Commodore Amiga A1084 Stereo Monitor inc lead. £269.00 
J № Midi Interface - Sotw * Amiga Logo BBC Emulator [Philos СМ8833 stereo colour monitor inc lead tor ST or Amiga... £268.00 
2 * кла Words 11 wordprocor Deluxe Paint 
|« Pago Setter OTP = Mouse mat 10 Blank Disks 
J 3 por Base Personal rada welet MICROSMART MEGA DEALSIT 
: [Database нән мед Upgrades 
3 | [eta Upgrade me Cock wan n Came From The Desert сыз 
2 AMIGA 1 MEG rd =» 
3 БОЛАНИ РАСК stax Urso ine co um Dungeon Мани Er] 
1 £499 INC VAT AND NEXT DAY COURIER 512K Upgrade nc Cock чи Maurer сө 
4 1 MEG GAMES PACK INCLUDES: |Naksha Mouse. MOM EK етеуге and Deluxe Paint e 49 
|* Fitted 1 Megabyte memory Expansion + Real Time Clock Card. Contriver Repiacemen a Oden Pun 1 
1 1 Солта шей оте Крови Gara pack EOSDEM EN | 
4 [+ DRAGONS LAIR 1 MEG MEGADRIVE! | [KAC Ureransed wan labels бор each | 
4 
1 
; 
4 
: “ اا‎ 
4 СОМР РНІСЕ Have you ordered from us before? YES NO | 





NAME : 
ADDRESS | 























TEL NO: 


Please send this to Microsmart, 125 High St, Stony Stratford, 
TOTALCOST £: Milton Keynes. MK11 1AT 
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Freepost 
Bridlington 
North Humberside YO16 4BR 


У BOX 
BL ON ae ALL Prices NC DEL. & VAT. 
SUPER PRICES - NO HIDDEN Е 
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ary 
DISK FILE 60 х 5.25" UNIVERSAL PRINTER STAND & TRAY 16.95 [] 
DISK FILE LOCKABLE 60 x 5.25" UNIVERSAL PRINTER ЗТА iD 8.95 O 
DISK FILE 30 x 3.5" UNIVERSAL DOCUMENT HOLDER 3.95 O 
DISK FILE LOCKABLE 30 х 3.5" 5.25" CLEANING КІТ А STORAGE Box 12.96 O * 
DISK FILE 80 х 3.5" 5.25'0/0 AND MONITOR CLEANING KIT 9.95 O 
DISK FILE LOCKABLE 80 x 35 5.25" D/D CLEANER 7.95 O 
DISK FILE 10 x 5.25: 35- CLEANING KIT & STORAGE BOX 14.95 ГІ 
DISK FILE 10 x 35° 35: D/D AND MONITOR CLEANING KT 11069 
DISK FILE 5 х 555- 3.5" D/D CLEANER 9.95 O 
DISK FILE 2 PACK 5 x з5- ОС - 600 DATA CARTRIDGE CLEANER 37.95 O 
DISK FILE 1 PACK 5 x 3.5 DC - 2000 DATA CARTRIDGE CLEANER 33:95 O 
ALL ALLSOP PRODUCTS CARRY ЦЕ 








COMPUTER JOYSTICK’ 
FLASHFIRE AUTOFIRE 9.95 1 


14.95 O 
PROFESSIONAL 9000 





> ULTIMATE RAPIDFIRE 22.95 O, 






sO 
RACEMAKER 28. 











18.95 CO 


IBM PC JOYSTICK ADAPTOR 16.95 C 


IBM ANALOGUE JOYSTICK 
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IBM GAME CARD 


MOUSE MAT REVERSIBLE 
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LIFETIME GUARANTI 
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ЕАЗОЗЕЦЬ 


Here it is: the one 
and only hardware 
guide to give you 
COMPLETE details 
on the machines 
you're most likely 
to to, 
including that all- 

| important criterion 

| of software avail- 

J ability. 


| he ACE Hardware Guide is 
currently run in three ditfer- 
ent sections: 16-bit upgrade 
machines (this month); and consoles 
s (next month). When space permits or 
4 circumstance dictates (as it did last 
month) we'll print more than one 
section. 


ACORN ARCHIMEDES 


Models: Archimedes 310, 3000, 410 
420, 440 

Package: keyboard, mouse and 
drive: keyboard mouse and drive 
plus monitor (colour or mono); 
Memory: 3000 512K: 310 1Mb; 410. 
1Mb; 420 2Mb; 440 АМЬ 
Processor: Acorn ARM. 

RRP: Prices range from £789.97 for 
A3000 alone to £2644 60 for A440 
with colour monitor 

Contact: Acorn 0223 245200 


IN BRIEF 

Still the cutting edge of micro tech- 
nology. Acorn's ARM is about the 
fastest thing this side of a Cray. This 
very exciting machine - although 
gathering admirers since the intro- 
duction of the A3000 - still lacks a 
good games software base and is 
best left to the enthusiast. 


GRAPHICS 

Resolution: 320 x 256 or 640 x 256 
with normal monitors. 640 x 512 
available with multi-sync monitors. 
Palette: 4096 

Colours: From mono up to 256 (320 
256) or 16 (640 x 512). 

TV: No 

Monitor Output: Mono composite 
video: colour - RGB + sync. 
Monitor Supplied: Depends on 
package bought. 








Monitor Options: Acorn dedicated 
14 inch medium res. colour; 12 inch 
high res mono; Multi-sync colour. 
Sprites: 1 

Speed: Blistering. 

SOUND 

Speaker Quality: Good 

MIDI: With extra hardware. 
Stereo Output: Yes 
Performance: 16 channels (8 stereo 
pairs); 6 octaves, 1 internal speaker. 


HARDWARE 

Disk Format: 3.5 inch - 800K 
Disk Price: From £1.20 upwards. 
Disk Performance: Good and fast. 
Keyboard: 103 keys with pro- 
grammable auto-repeat. Early key- 
boards have a cheap feel given the 
quality of the machine. 
Joystick/Mouse: 3 button mouse; n 
support for joysticks. 

Interfaces: 25 pin D parallel; 9 рім 
mouse; 3.5mm stereo headphone 
Jack; 64 way din; 41612 expansion 
port; IEC 320 video outlet; VO inter- 
face. 


SOFTWARE 

Existing Software Base: Still very 
limited. Some games available most 
software is for productivity and busi- 
nes. 

Current Releases: See above. 
Games: Most famous are Zarch 
(Virus) and Conqueror. But there. 
have been several impressive one-off 
titles released recently. 

Graphics: Potential is 

Some excellent packages available 
Music: Like graphics, but develop- 
еп remain shy. 

Prospects: Limited. Even the cheap- 
ег models find it tough competing 
with STs and Amigas. 

Software Loading: Very reliable. 


APPLE MACINTOSH 


Models: SE; SE30; Исх, Iii 
Package: Monitor with built-in CPU 
and disk drive, separate keyboard 
Memory: 1Mb 


Processor: SE Motorola 68000; Исх 
68882; lici Motorola 68030 
Recommended Retail Price: SE 
62,195 upwards, 1 £3540 upwards. 
(ай ex VAT) 

Contact: Apple 081-569-1199 


IN BRIEF 

А very expensive up-market machine 
for those keen on desktop publish- 
ing, WIMP systems and up-market 
software. Software is very expensive 
Quite a few games in the US, but 
few over here. Good for MIDI musi- 
clans but be prepared to pay 
through the nose for software. 


GRAPHICS 

Resolution: SE 512 x 342; 10027 x 
760 

Palette: SE - black and white; II 
(with colour monitor) 16 million. 
Colours: With colour monitor - 16 
10256 

TV No 

Monitor Output: integral monitor. 
Monitor Supplied: Built-in 
Monitor Options: SE - use dedi- 


Sprites: None 
Speed: SE reasonably fast; И very 
fast SE30 and IDUCK even faster, ісі 
blinding 


SOUND 

Speaker Quality: Good 

MIDI: Third party interfaces avail- 
able 

‘Stereo Output: SE no; И yes. 
Performance: 4 channels give good 





including function keys and numeric 
key pad. Optional extra is the Apple 
Extended keyboard with 105 keys. 
Joystick/Mouse: Joystick is not sup- 
ported; high-quality single button 
‘mouse is supplied with machine. 
Interfaces: SE/SE30 - Apple Desktop. 
Bus connector. 2 RS232/RS422 serial; 
‘external disk drive; 96 pin Euro-Din. 
‘expansion slot; SCSI - 08-25 connec- 
tor; external audio amplifier. 1-2 
RS232/5422 serial; 08-25 SCSI Т. 


SOFTWARE 
Existing Software Base: A very 
wide base exists in all fields except 





pink pages 


games. | 
Current Releases: Adequate, | 
though largely of US origin and in [ 
the business or DTP field. | 
Games: Very few arcade titles but 

plenty of icon driven adventures. 
Graphics: Lots of interesting soft- 
ware for those interested in DIY 
publishing. 

Music: Very well supported for 
MIDI software - but it's expensive to 





boot. 

Prospects: As always, excellent - | 
especially in business and DTP. | 
Software Loading: Quick and reli- 

able. 


BUYLINES f 
Best Buy Price: Generally the RRP - 

Macs are only sold through dealer- 

ships. Ask for a discount for cash. | 
‘Second Hand Availability: Scarce 

‘and expensive, A better market | 
exists in older models but these are 

best avoided. | 
Maintenance: One years guaran- 

tee. Apple offers Applecare = “insur- 

ance” you take out to cover the cost 

of repairs after the guarantee has 


ATARI ST 


Models: Atari S20STFM; 5205TE; 
10405ТЕ; Mega STs; Stacy 
Package: 520 and 1040 have key- 
board with built-in disk drive; Mega 
versions have separate keyboard. 
Power Pack includes S20STE with 
light gun, joystick and £400 of 
“free” software. New "Discovery" 
pack includes similar value software 
to Power pack but with an STFM and. 
an educational bert. 

Memory: 5205ТЕМ and 5205ТЕ 
ST2K; 10406Те 1Mb; Mega ST 1,2 or 
Амы; Stacy 2 or АМЬ STE machines 
expand internally to 4Mb. 
Processor: Motorola 68000 
Recommended Retail Price: 
5208ТЕ (Power Pack) £399; 
S205TFM (Discovery Pack) £299; 
TOAOSTE £499; Stacy МА 

Contact: Atari 0753 33344 





IN BRIEF 

Excellent as a general purpose home 
machine for games, small business. 
and productivity. It's the number one 
‘choice for MIDI musicians. The ST's 
price still gives it a slight edge over. 
the graphically more advanced 
‘Amiga. The new baby ST - Stacy - is 
tipped by Atari to be the musician's 
portable since it is a complete 2Mb. 
or 4Mb ST with hard disk and mono. 
‘monitor in a small box. 


GRAPHICS 
Resolution: Low-res 320 x 200; 
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medium res 640 x 200; high-res 640 x common and quite cheap. STs do not 9 octaves of 8 bit digital sound into Сап be anything from 64K to 1Mb«. 








А 
P [ovre әна чаш оа нт he go fora OK model. | 
Palette: STEM 512; STE 4086 Stacy 2 ld snglesded machines ете | 
Colours: Black and white in high- Maintenance: One year’s guaran- HARDWARE machine is sometimes replaces with [ 
res; 4 colours in medium-res; 16 іп tee. Return to dealer if faulty. Disk Format: 3.Sinch -837K A3000: the faster МЕС V20/30. More expen- 1 
low-res, 40/100Mbyte hard disk formatted. | sive machines are based on Intel's 
Té Ye Not Stacy Dish price: (120-200 mach fester 286, 305A, 306 and | 
Monitor Output: STEM models МАМ Gees NUS PNG ates Me a 
only others through TV modulator соммороке АМІСА Шекен канта шы ын Retall Price; Con 
Monitor Supplied: No; Stacy has able to improve matters. bbe picked up for as little as £299 for 1 
integral LCD monitor. Keyboard: 94 keys. 10 function. а "no frills" machine. With top-of- ү 
Monitor Options: Atari monitors keys and separate cursor cluster. The-range 486 based clones - and | 
5М124 high-res топо; 5С1442 тесі JoystidUMouse: 2 button mouse Тһе official IBM versions - the sky's 1 
in. poppet the limit. Lok fra good EGA cr i 
ped аен зот ВОО model Ê 
Speed: Fast = stereo audio; external disk drive(s); (1200. | 
NB High resolution display is only 85232 serial; Centronics parallel 


available on monochrome monitor; -} printer; SCART RGBivideo; composite ІМ BRIEF 
Models: Amiga A500; A2000, A3000 
medium and low res displays only package: A500 has keyboard and Monochrome video: expansion bus Superb value if you want the ulti- 





available оп colour monitors or TVs Poit rive with separate PSU, {internal on A2000; 32-bit оп A3000); mate all-rounder, the PC still betrays 
Blitter fitted to late STFMs (standard 2000 has separate keyboard with  Clockimemory expansion on ASOO its business origins. Almost every 
On STE) improves the GEM access. iin (fan elated) PSU. Recently OMIY: Internal PC expansion оп major software house now port their 
released A3000 is a very powerful A2000 and A3000. titles to the PC but these remain lim- 
SOUND ihe tite ted by the constraints of the basic 
Speaker Quality: Depends on Memory: A500 512K; A2000 1M; SOFTWARE (most common) machines - which 
monitor. pes Existing Software Base: Similar to means they tend to be limited in 
MIDI: Yes Гез ЕТЕР AP sound and graphics. Definitely МОТ 
Stereo Output: STE only. 68000 A3000 68030 16 or 25Mhz Current Releases: Everyone's doing first choice if entertainment is your 
Performance: 3 channel sounds Recommended Retell prico Asoo them preferred use for computers, or if 
average to good depending on soft- ENA; A2000 £1236.25; Batman Pack Games: Something for everyone. you cannot afford the better EGA or 
ware, STE features В bit PCM sound £395 99; Fight of Fantasy Pack Graphics: Quality and range îs VGA models (which are really esen- 
but no current software uses it. £399.99; Class Of The 90% pack unsurpassed. tial for good games playing). 
£579.99; A3000 from £2659 Music: Needs better support for 
HARDWARE Contact: 0628 878888 MIDI. Internal sound software is well GRAPHICS | 
Disk Format: 3.5 inch - 720K supported thanks to IFF standards. Тһе first PCs weren't fitted with | 
Disk Price: £120 to £1.50 IN BRIEF Prospects: Excellent. graphics as standard but most clones 
Disk Performance: Reliable and д stunning specification with custom Software Loading: Мону but usu- — incorporate the necessary hardware 
fast, Early machines were supplied Gigs to rival almost everything, ally reliable. Plagued by viruses and come with a monitor. There are 
with a single-sided disk drive. around, the Ania b tee fre ііі three main standards: CGA — a nasty 
Keyboard: 96 keys including 10 for the most exigent of games play- ВОҮШМЕЅ ‘but all to common colour display, 
functions keys. Has a cheap feel ers and video professionals. After an Best Buy Price: Old Amiga 1000 ЕСА about the lowest colour display 
Which can be improved with third initially shaky start the machine con. Can be picked up cheaply enough | worth considering, and Hercules 
party spring kits. ‘tines to sell extremely well and has but these lacked the extra graphis monochrome. To get Amiga/ST 
Joystick/Mouse: 2 Joystick ports overtaken the ST in the UK, though modes of later models. Try to find a graphics you must go for at least 
are standard; 2 button mouse issuP. he latter machine still has a slightly good value pack. EGA or VGA which are usually only 
plied with machine. Stacy is supplied -larger installed base. The A3000 на Second Hand Availability: fitted as standard to more expensive 
with a trackball Sean WEM я Becoming common. Best buys are ^ machines (Amstrad's PC2086 is one 


includes Workbench 2, featuring | іше Amiga 500s with Kickstart 1.2. — exception). 


‘SOFTWARE enhanced icons, file handlir Maintenance: One years guaran- Resolution: CGA 320 x 200; EGA 
Exiting Software Base: Excelent. Sacurny features plus ami rem a tee Return ау machines to desl- GAO 390 Hercule 720Х 384 

А few budget titles are starting to multi-media programming tool en. Palette: CGA B (in two fixed sets); 
appear now. A3000 also comes in three configura EGA 64 

Current Releases: None of the tions ranging hom a loathe, Colours: CGA 4; EGA 16; Hercules 2 
major software houses ignore the ST — aoMbyte hard disk at £2659 to a Monitor Output: TTL RGB/RGB 

ло It is well served with plenty of 25/100 at £3610. (CGA); analogue RGB (EGA) 

good software. Monitor Options: Vast. Many mon- 
Games: Across the board. GRAPHICS ‘tors are dedicated to just one or 


two modes - some have amber, 


Graphics: Good with some excel- 6 emt 
а green оғ white monochrome displays. 


lent software to manipulate them. x 409 (more possible in software) 





Music: Excellent. Plenty of sound palette: 4056 = check before buying. 
samplers, editors and MIDI software — colours: 2,4, 8, 16, 32, 64 or 4096 Sprites: None 

make this the musician's choice, тә. With modulator. Speed: From very slow - 8088 to 
Prospects: Very good, but the Monitor Output: SCART + compos- sw 

Amiga is currently the favourite with Mendes output: SCART 

software houses inthe UK andthe оное Supplied: No Model: IBM's PC was the first PCto SOUND 

Аба failed to capture a market În Monitor Options: C1084 £349.99 Бе accepted in large quantities (not Speaker Quality: Anything poor 
the States. Sprites: 16 in hardware + unlimited the first PC) and remains the stan. from to downright diabolical. 
Software Loading: A hangover SP at nl ыймын, dard by which all others are judged. — MIDI: Third part interfaces available, 
from the original machines isthe брава: Very fast with good soft:+ There are hundreds of clones and Stereo Output: No 

360K disk format which means few эбе variations including offerings fom Performanca: Not the ideal 
companies bother to supply double- Amstrad, Atari and Commodore. in machine for the musically bent — an 
sided disks. This means large qame: SOUND ral with PCs you pay for speed Atari ST offers more for MIDI, the 
require two or more disks with all PE АДЫ e E dart 
‘the tedious disk swapping this pe somes T exta money is worth it if you can purists. 


Ere MIDI: Мо. Third party interfaces afford it. 


НАТ ТІПТІ ТІНТІП ИТТІ 


аға available. Package: Depends on the manufac. HARDWARE 

Stereo Output: 2 phono connec. turer although most are supplied | Disk Format: 525 -180/360K/ 
Best Buy Price: As КАР Watch out tore à with monitors. They can even be 1.2МЫ; 3.5in 720K/1.44Mb 
for the twice yearly bundles. Performance: Among the best boughtin kit form at no extra saving Disk Price: 60p - £3.00 fit 


Second Hand Availability: Vey around, Custom hardware squeezes Memory: Usually 512K or 640K. Disk Performance: Average. 
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Most PC owners also buy hard disks. 
A large amount of PC applications 
software refuses to work unless you. 
have a hard disk. 

Keyboard: Almost as many varia- 
tions as there are clones. Prefer the 
AT or extended AT layouts to the XT 
layout since it easier to use. 
Joystick/Mouse: Neither supplied 
as standard. The better clones 
include a mouse or at least a mouse 
port, especially since IBM's WIMP sys- 
tem (Windows) has become more 
popular, 


SOFTWARE 


Existing Software Base: Vast! 
Current Releases: All major soft- 
ware houses now produce some- 
thing for the PC although few both- 
er to support the better graphics 
modes so even if you have bought a 
VGA card, you may still have to play 
with dreadful CGA colours and reso- 
lution. 

Games: Many of the latest games 
are now being converted - older 
titles will not. 

Graphics: Given the right graphics 
adaptor, the PC has nice graphics 
апа the software is usually excellent. 
On a standard CGA PC the graphics 


stink no matter how good the soft- 
ware is. 

Music: Pathetic Even the very best. 
PCs can only manage a weak bleep. 
Prospects: The PC is the eternal 
‘champion - as others fall by the way- 
side it carries on getting faster and 
better ай the time. This is aided by 
Intel constantly improving the 
machine's processor and the vast 
user base demanding better equip- 
ment. 

Software Loading: Fast and reli- 
‘able; very fast from hard disk. 


BUYLINES 





Best Buy Price: Watch out for 
package deals form large chains and 
‘mail order companies. If you do 
know too much about PCs go for a 
пате you know. 

Second Hand Availability: 
Common but be careful you do not 
get a clapped out monitor/keyboard. 
Maintenance: Usually one year's 
guarantee - but competition has. 
forced the price of maintenance con- 
tracts down to an affordable level, 
‘This often means they fix the 
machine in-situ for free, 























Н you've got an 8-bit machine 
апа want to upgrade, there's 
really never been a better time 
to do it than this Christmas. 
That's because for the first. 
time for several years the hard- 
ware scene has really settled 
down. Current 16-bit technolo- 
gy is unlikely to change for at 
least five years. That's because. 


quantum leap in power, the 
upgrade from 16-bit to 32-bit is 
nowhere near as dramatic in 
processing terms. 32-bit tech- 
nology, however, would goner- 
ate significantly higher con- 





HARDWARE UPGRADE 


struction costs, but without a 
really worthwhile increase in 
functionality. 

For that reason, the ST, the 
Amiga, and the PC are probably 
here to stay for some consider- 
able time, so you can choose 
between them (or the Archie 
and Apple) without worrying 
‘that your machine ін suddenly 
‘Going to become out of date. 

Of course, there is one other 





launch at the CES as you read 
this - be there!) and the Sega. 
Megadrive (see our article ғес- 
‘ommending this unit and com- 


Paring the opposition in issue 
36 of ACE). 

To help you with the console 
choice, however, next month 
will see the ACE Hard Sell. 
Console Section, with all the 
facts and figures you need 
about the various contenders. 
Don't miss it if you're planning 
a festive investment in one of 
these perky little hotboxes. 

















RAPID SERVICE SOFTWARE 
SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY SOFTWARE 





LOOK! LOOK! LOOK! 





























Top Quality 2nd Drives for the Amiga 
and Atari ST at low, low prices 


ibility with all Atari 
‘ommodore Amiga models 
м Quality drive mechanism 
м One megabyte unformatted capacity 
м External plug in PSU (Atari ST) 
м Throughport (Amiga) 
Very quiet 
м Slimline design 
V. Amiga version does not ‘click’ 
ме Colour matched to computer 
v Long cable for location 
either side of computer. 


Don't forget 





all prices shown | 
include VAT TEE 


ATARI ST VERSION ONLY 


£64.95 


AMIGA VERSION ONLY 


£59.95 


including VAT and delivery 


Сс 


cluding 4 tiles and TV modulator 
Amiga 500 1Mb Batpack (or F.0.F pack) with our 1М5 RAM upgrade fitted 
[Amiga 500 Batpack (or F.O.F pack) with Dri 
[Amiga 500 1Mb Batpack (or F.O.F.pack 

featuring our 1Mb RAM Upgrade 


(= AMIGA 500 
SPECIAL DEALS 


All our A500 Packages 
include the follo 


Amiga 500 512K Batpack 
Amiga S00 512K Flight of Fı 








AMIGA A500 


512K 
MEMORY 
UPGRADE 
ONLY £39.95 "siver 


delivery 
512K RAM/CLOCK EXPANSION FEATURES : 





PHILIPS 15" FST E 
TV MONITOR 


(MODEL 2530) 


3x Direct replacement for the A501 expansion 

3x Convenient On / ОН Memory Switch 

3x Auto-recharging battery backed Real-time Clock 
х Compact unit siz Itra-neat design 
% Uses only 4 low power consumption 


RAM expansion without cloc! 


RAMs 


only ... £34.95 

















RETAIL SHOWROOMS 


83 Badge Steet KESE 
Worcs WRIT 4SF 
20366-76160 


pen мот оо 
орет еп Sai. 900-1530 / \ Specatar coucanon Conte, 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND DELIVERY 
Samo day despatch whenever possible, Express Courier delivery £5.00 extra 
[MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT — — —À 
Unit 9 St Richards Rd, Evesham, Worcs WR11 6XJ 


Call us now on © 0386 - 765500 = 


Bier Open Mon-Sat, 900-530. Fax: 0306-765354 
lon-Fa. 9.30-5 30): 0386-40303 





























{though most of the media attention is 

currently being focused on the 
Megadrive, the flow of quality titles for the 
Master System is continuing unabated. In the 
next few weeks you can expect to see World 
Soccer (a very similar game to Sega's World 
Cup Soccer arcade machine with a huge number. 
of available moves and superb playability), Alex 
Kidd in Shinobi World (a great fun platform game 
crossover with the violent ninja beat ‘em up that 
‘works much better in practice than you would 
think) and Super Monaco GP (a dual screen head. 
to head racing game - ike the old C64 game 
Pitstop I- which is briliant, as is nearly always 
the way with decently programmed two player 
games). 

‘Also due for release soon are Ultima IV (the 
Master System version of the well known fantasy 
RPG - regular readers of ACE will have a pretty 
good idea what it looks like!) and Aerial Assault (a 
shoot ‘em up, as you probably guessed). 
Headed for a Christmas release are the Master 





ello, and welcome to the new column 

devoted solely to all you wise Amiga own- 
ers out there. Now must be the best time to 
‘own an Amiga, and the future looks even better. 
Sales of the Amiga аге outstripping those of the. 
ST, the software is finally starting to fully utilise 
the hardware and the days of straight ST ports 
must be numbered. Whatever the develop- 
ments, youll be able to read about them here if 
they're not covered in the News pages. 

The biggest news at the moment is (sur- 
prise, surprise) the CD-TV. Many Amiga owners 
will no doubt be asking “How will the machine 
affect те”. The answer has to be for the bet- 
ter. The CD-TV is, as you no doubt know, basi- 
cally an Amiga and CD-ROM drive unit in one 
VCRAke box. Unfortunately, it's not compatible 
with the CD4 standard being championed by 
Philips and Sony (although if Commodore can 
beat the CD- machines to the shelves, the differ- 
ence may be to the regret of the Japanese 
rather than the Americans). If the unit does noth 


System versions of ESWAT, the shoot ‘em up 
with knobs on, and a novel puzzle game called 
Columns. More news on these latter two games 
and other releases in the near future. 

As | mentioned earlier, most of the Sega 
news at the moment is being hogged by the. 
Master System's big brother, the Megadrive. 
Like the Master System, it's a wonderful 
machine, and there are no doubt several Master. 
Owners who are thinking of upgrading. Once 
‘again, the old "Will my old software run on my 
new machine?" question rears its ugly head. Fair 
enough, ts a legitimate gripe - there's nothing 
worse than spending iterally hundreds of pounds 
оп software, than to have to bundle itat a loss 
with your old machine when you sell it. 

‘And it's not just the money, is it? Its a 
shame to wave goodbye to games that you still 
enjoy playing. (You miss ‘em when they're gone, 
don't you?) Well, Гт pleased to tell you that 
‘Sega have designed a marvellous ittie widget 
called the Powerbase Converter’ that slots into 
the Megadrive and allows you to run all Master 
System software. It's due to be released along 
with the Megadrive at the Computer Entertain- 
тегі Show in September. And how much can 
you expect to pay for this marvel of modern 
‘microelectronics? A mere £29.99, no more than 
the price of a typical cartridge! 

1 hope this column wil grow into required 
reading for all Master users. However, to aspire 
to these heights we need to know what YOU 
want to see covered. If you have any ideas, 
write - all serious suggestions will be considered! 

ө Alex Simmonds 


ing else, it will raise public awareness of what 
the Amiga can do and, # a success wil mean 
Amiga technology reaching other and wider mar- 
kets. This wil, in turn, ensure a longer and 
stronger lifetime for our machine. 

There are two really portant addons 
promised for the CDTV. The first is a full motion 
video adaptor (no date announced) and the sec- 
ond is the litle СО ЙОМ widget that wil enable us 
existing Amiga owners to upgrade to full СОТУ 
compatibility. 

Unfortunately, the latter box of tricks may not 
be as quick in appearing as first thought. Delays 
with COTV as a whole mean that the system will 
not be available in quantity until after Christmas. 
More ominously, there is NO fed release date 
at all for the Amiga upgrade package. And that 
could well mean 1992. 

When it does arrive, itt revolutionise the way 
you view software. Games will not only get big- 
ger, they'll also get more realistic. That's 
because the unit has full CD-audio under comput- 
er control and can simultaneously overlay Amiga 
generated sound. Sound quality of this calibre 
has been shown to have a ‘knock on’ effect, 
making game graphics appear more realistic. 
Let's just hope Amiga owners can get in on the 
act sooner rather than later and that 
Commodore pull their fingers out. 


SCREEN GEMS 

Commodore have also announced that, following 
the success of the Batman and Flights of 
Fantasy bundles, there'll be a new pack for 
Christmas called "Screen Gems’. It should 
include the fiim teins Days of Thunder, Back to 





A new all-Pink, all-Perky 
section - monthly 
columns for the users 

of the nine most 

popular machines, writ- 
ten from a personal view- 
point by other users.. 





the Future 2 and Nightbreed, plus one original 
game, Shadow of the Beast 2. As usual, 
Deluxepaint 2 wil also be bundled. I's a good 
package, and should do well. 

Ive recently been looking at the new release 
by Cinemaware, Wings. The player takes on the 
role of a First World War pilot, fresh from flight 
school. At the beginning you must allocate a 
pool of skill points between four attributes that 
affect the game, such as flying ability and stami- 
па, You can then enrol in a squadron and take 
part in а variety of fying activites, There are a 
host of different missions to take part in, such as 
strafings and bombings. The most attractive 
missions visually (and, | think, the most fun to 
play) are the aerial combat ones, where you 
‘engage enemy biplanes and triplanes over the 
countryside of France. This is depicted in 
impressive 30 solid vector graphics, mixed with 
bitmapped cockpit details (the view is from. 
behind you head, and you can watch yourself 
looking about for enemy 'planes), This is topped 
with Cinemaware's typically over the top but very 
excellent presentation. Гуе only had a brief play 
with й, but initial impressions are great. Expect 
to see a full review in the ‘Screentest’ section 
next issue! 

This column is written for you, the discerning 
‘Amiga owner. Hf you have any suggestions about 
how it should develop, just write to ACE. I'm 
always open to new ideas. 

That's all for this month. As Big Ату says “Ti 
be back” 


зат Vickers 


ADVANCED COMPUTER SERAY 133. 


























ccording to Atari's company president, 

Sam Tramiel (son of Jack - the man who 
made Atari what it is today), there are plans 
afoot for a combined ST and CD drive, with a 
likely release date of early next year, although 
nothing has been confirmed. This is seen largely 
as a move by Atari to rain on Commodore's CO- 
TV parade. 

So, will i? The СОЧ machines have been 

rewing up for some time now, generating a lot 
of frustrated interest due to the lack of actual 


price with a halfway decent software base. 
One thing we can be reasonably certain of, 

Either the Atari machine will be a flop, or else it 

will offer а good deal more than simply an ST 


with а COROM. Unless you have at the very least 
‘computer controlled multitasking CD-audio capa- 
bility as well (as in the Commodore CD-TV), CD- 
КОМ will not, in 1991, be able to offer sufficient 
incentive to software houses, who will be offered 


CD mass storage and extra functionality by both 
СОТУ and CDH. So don't just give us CDROM, Mr 
Tramiel. 

On to software. Those with an artistic bent 


£49.99, rising by a further tenner after 
December 1. 

‘The games continue to improve on the ST, 
particularly scrolling shoot ‘em ups. One game 1 
liked recently was Venus - The Fly Trap by 
Gremlin Graphics - it has superb smoothly 
‘scrolling graphics, excellent animation and 


is virtually 

Ата version. Fair enough, i's not the most 
original game in the world, but it has bags of 
playability and polish - well worth a look, I'd say. 

‘Another goody is Midnight Resistance from 
‘Ocean. Again graphics and sound are pretty 
good, but be warned - the game's tough! In the 
‘arcade the joystick had a rotating top so that you 


playability. Unfortunately. 
of the arcade game is not available, but never 
mind. 


Thanks 10 the US Gold people, | was able to 
have a sneak preview of UN Squadron and 
Strider 1. UN Squadron is a conversion of the. 


arcade hit. The intro screens are nearly id 


and other vehicles seemed a little jerky, 
but most of the features of the coin-op appeared 
to be there. Look forward to full reviews of the. 


the 
game with FLO. Pressing keys 1-5 wil take you 
to the relevant levels, Then pressing keys 14 
will take you to various points in the selected 
level. буа неу yo tow ay Rat STE 
game tips, please send 
There ying n ped yov ha to 
‘see covered in this column then please write to 
aot EAE ‘See you next 
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CONSOLE * QUEST 
Tel : (0903 63786) 
Office hours : 10am-1pm 2-9pm Mon-Fri 


We. at Console Quest, would like о share our enjoyment of the very latest consoles with 
‘you, Our prices are pretty hot, our socks are high!!! No, No, our stocks are high. Oh dear 


We supply the games and machines for the GAMEBOY, PC ENGINE, LYNX, SEGA- 
MEGADRIVE & NEO-GEO. When placing this advertisment, ош stocks included the 


following - 

IMPORTED 
GAMEBOY PCENGINE MEGADRIVE МЕОСЕО 
SPIDERMAN SUPER FOOLISHMAN SUPER MONACO GPBASEBALL 
BATMAN IMAGE FIGHT BATMAN RIDING HERO 
SUPER MARIO DEVIL CRASH CYBERBALL ——— MAGIANLORD 
PAPERBOY GUNHEAD 2 MOONWALKER | VIETNAM 75 
DOUBLE DRAGON NINJA SPIRIT GHOSTBUSTERS NINJA COMBAT 
BOXALL RASTANSAGA2 POPULOUS CYBERLIP 


We supply machines, joypads/ticks, SEGA В Bit convertors, 2 player leads - ALL at 
‘reasonable prices, 


We have the ATARI LYNX with a FREE game and mains lead adaptor, The other games in 
are: CHIPS CHALLENGE, GATES OF ZENDOCON, BLUE LIGHTNING & 
ELECTROCOP. More expected soon. ^ 


At Console Quest, we also have a game EXCHANGE system for PC ENGINE, 
MEGADRIVE AND GAMEBOY owners. The old games cost £13-£20 for the PC, £13 for 
the GAMEBOY А £15-£25 for the MEGADRIVE. PLEASE RING FOR LATEST INFO. 


We ar here to belg you obtain the maximum pleasure from your machine, At Console 
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Quest we play hem too, you know! 
CONSOLE QUEST, 1 ASHACRE MEWS, OFFINGTON, 


WORTHING, 
W.SUSSEX BNI3 2DE. 
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Үз not been a good summer ай round for the 
British software publishing business, but to be 
the closure of Grandslam and Tynesoft. 

weren't really that much of a blow to MS-Dos 
users, as neither firm was exactly noted for either 
the quantity (or indeed the quality) of its PC prod- 
ша. 


| However, the latest shock announcement, 
that Activision is to all-but close its European: 
operation by Citas, afar greater body- 
om 


‘exactly the type of stuff you'd load up to convince 
a cynical neighbour that PC gaming was a worth- 
While experience, 


However, Activision UK did perform at least 
‘one very useful function - ít brought a good deat 
‘of top-notch Dynamix and Sierra product to these 
shores, that otherwise would have been as hard 
to get at as Zsa Zsa Gabor's original birth cert. 






Worse still, bath of these companies have only 

just announced truly strong product line-ups that 
are good enough to impress even a jaded hack 

like me who thought that he'd just about seen. 

everything that could be done by games of this 

type. 


But maybe it's not all bad news. Rumours had 
already been flying about Sierra setting up its 
‘own UK operation before Activision handed in its 
notice, and maybe this development wili serve to 
speed up this process - which can only be a good 
‘thing for anyone who's really interested in the 
state of the art. 

‘Otherwise on the software front things have 
been remarkably quiet of late, with only a couple 
of companies even bothering to get their disks 
‘onto the shelves before this month's Computer 
Entertainment Show in Ears Court. 

Of those games that have managed to make 
it from the production line to the rat race, 
MicroProse's Silent Service Il and Flight Of The 
Intruder from Spectrum Holobyte are the only 
‘two that would be impressive enough to stand 
Gut in, say, a Christmas release schedule. 

The first is obviously a sequel to the long- 
serving submarine simulator, but its had a good 
‘deal more done to it than a simple manual 
rewrite and the addition of a couple of letter to 
the name ~ check it out whether you've got the 
first one or not. 

Flight Of The intruder is a simulator with bells 
‘on - or should that read a simulator with b... oh, 
never mind. Based on а novel (and a film that's 
soon to be busting blocks all over the country), it 
takes you back to the late '60s for a deadly 
behind-the-ines mission in America’s 
‘of the time, Vietnam. The usual Holobyte quality 
is combined with some gripping missions which 
tends to focus the technical aspect in a way that 
few flight simulators have ever achieved, 


‘One other release which deserves an hon- 
‘ourable mention is Mindscape's 4D boxing (the 
fourth dimension is apparently realism!) which 
has two pugilists, who look as though they've 
‘stepped straight out of Dire Straits’ Money For 
Nothing video, slugging it out in front of a digi- 
{ised crowd who are presumably crying out for 
digitised blood (all of this detail depending on the 
capabilities of your particular configuration of 
course). 


Other than that it's business as usual, apart 
from an unusual flood of Tetris derived puzzle 
‘games - not all of which achieve the definite 
Russian masterpiece's standard of compulsion. 
Domark's (or should | say Tengen's) effort, Klax, 
however does stand out, and is an essential pur- 
chase for fans of falling blocks and cerebral dex- 
лету. 


But so much for software. The one thing | saw 
that impressed me most in the last month was. 
hidden away in a small unit in an industrial estate. 
in Bristol. This unlikely location is the home of RC 
Simulations, whose owner, Bob Sidgwick, is one of 
‘those rare and lucky individuals who actually loves. 
his job. And who wouldn't, when that job involves. 
teaching computers to respond to your own 
voice! 


Yes, you read that right. Bob's company is 
developing a system whereby he can run his 
favourite programs (in this case flight simulators) 
‘by means of an ingenious mix of readily available. 
hardware and remarkable user-friendly software, 
їп fact, not only has Bob got the machine listening 
to him = it's even talking back! 

But | digress (and l'm also running out of 
space). Tune in again next month and Ill give you 
the full low-down on RC Simulations’ develop- 
тегиз, and also some details on how to get your. 
‘own hands-on experience. 

© Ciaran Brennan 
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home entertainment! The 

Sega Megadrive has to be 
the most exciting home entertain- 
‘ment product available at the 
moment, and the wise people of ACE 
have decided that this fact should be 
reflected in a monthly column devot- 
ed to it- and here itis! This is the 
‘one to read for all that's hot ‘n’ hap- 
pening on the Mega scene, so make 
sure you don't miss itt 

Probably the biggest news on the 
Megadrive scene at the moment is 
that Virgin Mastertronic will be offi- 
dally launching the machine at the 
Computer Entertainment Show in 
September. 

With its high quality specifica- 
tons at the very reasonable price of 
£189.99 and the marketing muscle of 
Virgin Mastertronic behind it, the 
Megadrive should do well, particular- 
ly since comparable competition from 
the PC Engines and Nintendo Super 
Famicoms of this world is non-exis- 
tent. This can only be a good thing 
for those of us who already own one 
of these excellent consoles because it 
will mean cheaper cartridges and 


intended to for the Japanese and US 
markets modified by third parties to 
Tun on the UK power and PAL TV sys- 
tems, And you, like me, will no 
doubt be worried about how com- 
patible ‘official’ Megadrive goodies. 
will be with the imports. 

in the quest for an answer, | con- 
tated Virgin Mastertronic who sadly 
informed me that the UK consoles 
will indeed NOT be compatible. in 
fact, the UK game cartridges won't 
even be able to fit into an imports 
game slot! 

n my opinion, this is a sad and, 
to some extent, foolish thing to do, 
because such a move alienates a large 
ready-made market who were surely 
instrumental in encouraging the com- 
pany to take the plunge with a UK. 
release. However, its unlikely that 
we ‘older’ owners will get left out in 
the cold, although we may get left 
further out of pocket, since third 
party hardware manufacturers are 
likely to be beavering away at con- 
werten right now. 

On a lighter note, I've been find- 
ing out which games are currently 
hot on the shelves in Japan. Тһе con- 
version of Strider looks very good, far 
Superior to the recent US Gold effort. 





The conversion of Atomic Robo-Kid is 
also looking very exciting. And good 
о? Populous has come out too, and is 


Grand Prix - it's fantastic! 

Two games l'm particularly look- 
ing forward to seeing are Axis and 
Phelios. In the former, the player 
controls а giant 'Battletech'-like 
robot who must negotiate an lsomet- 
Tic forced 3D landscape, while being 
attacked by all manner of tanks, 
chopper and 'planes. Looks like a 
hell of a lot of funt 

In Рһейов, which appears to be 
based on Greek legend, you control а 
warrior on the back of a Pegasurlike 
flying horse who must battle his way 
through umpteen graphically gor: 
geous forced scroll levels. Yes, so it's 
ANOTHER shoot ‘em up, but it does 
look good! 

‘An interesting development on 
the Japanese Megadrive front is the 
new CD-ROM add-on. It was due to 
be released in late November over 
there for a mere 40000 Yen, which 
translates to just under £2001 Of 
‘course, as is usual with products from 
Japan, the price will probably be sub- 
stantially higher when it finally 
reaches our shores. (What shores? А 
pint of lager, please.) Unfortunately, 
problems have meant that release 
has been set back to Spring next 
year. Boy, if you thought the games 
were hot now, just wait until you see 
the sort of thing that will be posible 
with CD-ROM! 










I've been skimming through the 
Japanese console magazines, which 
really are a totally different kettle of 
fish to the UK mags! For a start 
they're a lot fatter, with densely 
packed features crammed with text 
and screenshots. The sexual politics 
are a little dubious іп places, though. 
For example, in one there was a vec- 
tion on playing tips for an arcade 
shoot "em up. Fair enough, so what? 
Nothing, except the on-screen aerial 
manoeuvres were illustrated by pho- 
лов of a nubile young Japanese gir in 
ıa swimming pool! Naturally, your 
trusty reporter made his excuses and 
turned the page. 

іп my opinion, the Megadrive 
will be the machine to have in the 
years to come, whether your talking 
‘about consoles OR computers. There. 
are going to be exciting things hap- 
pening in the months to come, so if 
you want to read about them you 
know where to come. And if you've 
got any suggestions as to what you'd 
like covered, drop us а line! 

Anyway, until next time 
Megafans, hang loose! And don't for- 
get to drop me a line И you've got 
something you'd like me to cover in 


the column, 
ө David Upchurch 




















| GAMEBOY 


о dudes! 





April, ace reporter, has been kid- 
rapped by Shredder and his gang of 
mutant morons, Bebop and 
Rocksteady. So it's time for the turtles. 
to take out the thugs. Playing 
Leonardo, Donatello, Raphael and 
Michaelangelo gives you the chance 
о use a sword, bo-stik sais and 

ks over 15 levels of fighting 
fun. Each turtle has eight hit points, а 
L of nifty ninja mutant moves. 
үкі an unlimited supply of shuriken 
throwing stars. You can regain your 
trength by picking-up pizza slices 
and ples. When ай your hit points are 
you're captured by the Foot Clan 

d thrown in jail with April. It's then 
10 the next ninja turtle to rescue 

friends, 

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles on 
_the Gameboy features sewers, piran- 
_ha-infested rivers and freeways filled. 
| With fast cans. Totally turtle, man. 


turtle theme tune has been con- 
verted to Gameboy stereo sound. 
the radical ACE review next 
+ Cowabungal 


р DOUBLE 
Double Dragon is the best beat'em- 
‘on the Gameboy to date. Here are 
ips for the first three missions, 
d while playing the game 
Hor Console Screentest (see page 
SION ONE: Nothing to worry 
here, grab the baseball bat 
d pummel the punks. But | was sad 
see the demise of the headbutt, 
obo, the end of level boss, is the. 


‘then let him have it with a. 
of fast punches. If you don't, 
Just grab you with one hand and 
|rearrange your face with the other. 
ON TWO: Jump from the very 
of the moving platforms to 
‘the warehouse. One of the whip 
is really thick on the final stage 
of Mission Two: she just jumps off the 
of the screen. The end of mis- 
boss flies around the screen like 
fast forward kung-fu film-tar. Keep 
jose and keep kicking. This should 
nd his movie motions. 
SION THREE: The previous boss 
tes of missions one and two. 


return to reek their revenge - stay 
соо! and use the same tactics as 
before. 


MORE FROM KONAMI 
Konami is releasing five new 
‘Gameboy tities this autumn: Teenage 
‘Mutant Ninja Titles, Lone Ranger, NFL 
Football, ВИ Eliot's NASCAR Racing 
and Blades of Steel. The Lone Ranger 
is a Western shoot'em-up featuring 
the cult cowboy, Tonto and a horse 
called (Hi-Ho) Silver. Bil Elliot's 
NASCAR Racing is the second 
Gameboy race-game based around 
the great American sport of stock-car 
racing. Mindscape's Days of Thunder 
is the other (see ACE 36). If you're 
interested in NASCAR ing, you can 
watch the real thing at 4:00am in 
some ITV television regions or Cruise 
Uke Thunder with Tom Cruise in the 
Popular teen-movie, Days of 
Thunder. Blades of Steel is a hockey 
game. 

Konami is also releasing Skate or 
Die: Bad 'N Rad on the Gameboy. 
Based around the famous Electronic 
Arts C64 game, the Gameboy version 
is more a severestage scrolling skate- 
boarder arcade game than a straight 
skateboard-sim. It features Bionic 


‘SEEING THE LIGHT 
"You can't stay in the dark forever.” 
Vic Tokai has an interesting peripher- 
al for all you Gameboy owners suffer- 
ing from insomnia. 

"Lightboy в a unique accessory 
designed to be used with Gameboy. It 
isa lightweight, compact instrument 
which unfolds to fit directly onto the 
Gameboy, allowing you to view the 
screen with light through a magnify- 
ing glass.” 

"Ughtboy there's no better way 
to see the light." Contact: VIC Тока, 
22904 Lockness Ave, Torrance, 
California 90501, USA. Don't forget. 
to tell them ACE sent you. 


MEIANKYO ALIEN LANDS 
Apparently this baby is selling well in 
‘the shops. “One thousand years ago, 
ап army of malicious aliens invaded 
the peaceful city of Kyoto, forcing 
the villagers into an endless battle 
with the unwelcomed visitors." 

Originally a video game that 
‘took Japan by storm ten years ago, 
Heiankyo Alien has been specially 
adapted to the Gameboy. "It features 
‘the Multi Matrix Sound System 
(MMSS) - the latest advancement in 
audio high technology." 

Heiankyo Alien also features a 
simultaneous two-player option. It's 
released by Meldac. 

Don't forget - if you've got. 
something to contribute to the 
Gameboy column, pen me NOW! 

© Rik Haynes 











SUPPL. 
16 BIT MAIL ORDER (0705) 453814 


16 BIT MAIL ORDER 


aG a ЕЗ а SOE TWA RE a] 




















E E СОЩЫ 
THEIR FINEST HOUR 9% қ CPOE. ám. an 
ET EL 
Еш (2 02 KRAMIGA HARDWARE Y 
мді Е ых m 
—- - 199 FLIGHT OF FANTASY £359.09 
DRE WE m AMIGA SCREEN GEM PACK. 5050) 
T Мома Аа D 
pm БЕСС Aor nau exe MiM PREE 
E = Саман stem mn 
EN = SRASECR MA IIT CAE FC 
EET F КС тз» 
UE i cumuna EXTERNAL OFVE. төө 
Ед u SEDAN esas 
EN c3 AMIGA CONTROL CENTRE. £3899 
ELLO -- AMIGA AND ST DUST COVERS. £4.00 
A RD аа 
еі {2 02 UNBRANDED 35 oisks 
Ec ЕЕ ne 
Em ARS 2m 
a DUK BORNE 
DAMOCLES. na 78% ВО САР. 
Ez 2. ЕЕ 








P 
Way. Havant. Hant 


ase send cheque PO to : Mistral Comp 





mm ark 
POS ІНН. Add 50р per game & £5 per item 
vend for full orice list. Man; 





IMPEX - ILKESTON 


SPECIAL OFFERS! 
IT OF FANTASY" PACK - ONLY £363.99 
GA А500 "CLASS OF THE 90'S" PACK - ONLY £546.00 
ATARI 10405ТЕ KEYBOARD WITH MIDI-MAN SOFTWARE - ONLY £462.99. 
ATARI S20ST:FM DISCOVERY PACK - ONLY £242.00 
Extra discount prices on above items, please ask! 














Free Holiday Accomadation Vouchers with all Atari Computers. 

Commodore PC Starter Packs & Amiga 2000 - prices on application 

с. Amstrad, Canon, Commodore, Citizen, Epson, Oliveti, NEC, Seikosha & 
Xerox. 


Prime 





Connection cables, including Amiga & ST 4 player leads at £5.99, Also specialised 
Cables made to order, full requirements of the connection you need is required! 





SOFTWARE TITLES. 


Amp ST Атқа $T 
меен 161 1630 отера 1910 

1610 — 1310 шеш 1610 1310 
[Conquest ot Camelot 2959 Rotor 1310 1310 
|Damoces 1610 1610 оек 1610 1610 
[Day ol ne Viper 1810 1610 Spa Ace 2690 2609 
‚тосе Quest 1010 1610 Space Rogue 1910 1910 
F13 Steam Fighter 2550 2850 — Teenage Maani Turtles} 9,10 
простае 1610 1610 Too 1310 £40 
(дені 1810 — 380 Worl Cup-Naly 1990 1610 1210 
oerisciOywaMon 1970 1910  Xennon2 1610 1610 
мах 7500 656 Sub Atak 1610 

We can also supply software & peripherals for Amstrad, Atri, C64, IBM Compatible, Sega 

4 Spectrum. 


Telephone for details or price list on 0602-321330 or write to 65, Sudbury Avenue, 
Weston, Derbys’ DET SEA. No enquiry too much trouble! 
(Monday to Saturday until Spm) 
All prices inclusive of VAT, PAP free on orders over £10. Cheques to Бе made payable 10 
IMPEX-ILKESTON. 


АП items subject to availablity despatched within 24 hours of cleared payment 





(Prices correct at going to press, but subject to change without prior notice.) 
нша (IMPEX-ILKESTON are also registered 

AMSTRAD dealers) 
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10 Blank Disks, Disk Box 5 Blank Disks, Disk Box 
Mouse Mat, Dust Cover Mouse Mat, Dust Cover 
5 Mystery Games Joystick, 5 Mystery Games 
WORTH OVER £120! WORTH OVER £125! 





TRY THE INTERFACE EXPERIENCE 
IT'S WHAT EARTHLETS HAVE BEEN 
WAITING FOR! 













Courier Service available (add £5.00) 
Full 12 month Warranty on all Hardware 
(all equipment tested prior to despatch) 
Ifyou have a problem call us оп 061-431 4091 


A ers vobecto change wth aval erac reserves the right to change or 
wihórew any offer wool prior notice. 


00 sae аа 


















CUT OUT AND POST FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Name: ымды Ж Ec 
Address: د‎ 









Call our Sales Team on 061-431 4091 NOW! 
Sam till 5pm. Answering Machine service available. 

Interface Software. 

PO Box 100 Enclosing a cheque/PO with details 
Stockport to Interface Software 
Cheshire SK4 20P 











Post Code: Tet 


Please send me info on: 
mEEEEREEEEEREEEEEEEEEEEEMM 













НЕЕ 


E 


Hii 


8582228225225 055: 25:65:23 





score table. 


‘THRUST 

When the game has loaded, hold 
down the SPACE and RUNSTOP keys 
simultaneously, which should cause 
‘the high-score table to do strange 
‘things. Begin the game with extra 
lives and a HUGE score. 


мүтн 

When loading the game, ensure the 
SHIFT LOCK key is depressed. You 
should then find that the game 
begins on level two although you 
won't have the sword. Collect the 
firebolts from the harpies and fight 
your way through to level three. 
Deliberately lose ALL your lives. The 
next section will load and you'll be 
reincarnated with the sword. 


GHOULS 'N' GHOSTS 
‘Try typing WIGAN RLFC’ on the high 
score table... 


LAST NINJA и 
A listing to bestow unlimited Ninjas 
оп all but the final confrontation, 


S PRINT CHRS(147) 
10 FOR 1-304 TO 431: READ AS 

20 LeASCILEFTS(AS, 1): 14-55: IF 
LeSS THEN Lele? 

30 R«ASCIRIGHTS(AS, 1): ReR-SS: IF 
RSS Rae? 

40 V«(L*16)R: CeC V. POKEL V: 
NEXT. 

50 IF Ce» 14491 THEN PRINT "DATA. 
ERROR..." END 

60 PRINT "SAVE LISTING FOR FUTURE 
ust 

70 PRINTPRINT "SYS 373 TO START" 
100 DATA A9,AD,80,50,92,49,3C.8D, 
56,17 

110 DATA A9,03,80,5F,17,A2.24,80, 


120 DATA 90.3C B3 CA 07,8212, 
BO DATA MAS EC2SOEAA MD SA. 
MO DATA 50,03,80,54,0380,51,03, 
{S0 DATA аоннАс изаа, 

Хали tatc hA 
170 DATA 2CF7,38,A9,A8,80,01,03, 


АЗДА 
180 DATA 80,82,03,A9,69,80,83,03, 


‘So here instead, аге а few hints and 
hacks for your C64. A few newies, 


- First off the mark, part of the. 
solution to TUSKER from System 3. 


acid to release the giant slug from its 
chains and be sure to avoid it when it 


Now, get your pens out. а like any- 
‘one with anything to say or con- 
tribute, (specific games tips, requests 
for featured items such as golden. 
oldie re-reviews etc) to write to the 
 C-64 Machine Specific column via the 
usual ACE address. More next 


6 Simon Belvedere 























ВАТМАН THE MOVIE 
D DOUBLE HORSERACING. 
PAPERBOY —. 

‘COMMANDO. 

VERMINATOR 

TRIAD VOL 2. 

DEFENDERS OF THE EARTH 
AUSTERLITZ. 

Gravy 

FIRST CONTACT. 

WEIRD DREAMS 

KICK OFF 

DELUXE STRIP POKER. 
ROCKET RANGER 

HARD DAMN 

LOMBARD RALLY 

HUNT FOR RED OCTOBER 
LORDS OF THE RISING SUN 
KNIGHTS OF CRYSTALLION. 
TV SPORTS BASKETBALL. 
TV SPORTS FOOTBALL. 
‘SHADOW OF THE BEAST. 
ELITE 


IT CAME FROM THE DESERT. 


i200 
12% 
1299 
1299 


iaso 








ANT HEADS (SEOEL). 
DRAKKEN 18% 
‘SIM CITY. 19.99 
Эм CITY TERRAIN ED 
THEIA FINEST HOUR. 
KICK OFF 2 16% 
LOST PATROL. 
SHADOW WARRIORS, 
ALL ока ONLY enso EACH ‘ALL ouAMANTEED ESTED 
cas MONOPOLY Demo 
029 STAR TREK 058 DIGITAL FROCE 
APPROACH" MUSIC 
ою MILLER LITE AD. 050 POPSTAR SELECTION 
631 OOOHITS OBSCENE 060 TITANICS ACID HOUSE 
ж 061 NASA SLIDESHOW 
032 DRAGONS LAIR 062 EL MOIRA APG" 
DEMO" 083 FAMOUS CARS 
033 THAMES TVINTRO 064 STAR TREK ANIMS 
0м RTRACEDGYMNAST- 065 SONIK HOUSE 1 
036 PREDATORS MEGA 068 SONIX HOUSE 2 
DEMO D1 067 ULTLITIES Y 
034 PREDATORS MEGA 068 WORD PROCESSOR 
DEMO 02 060 PROBE SEQUENCE 
027 AEGISANMATIONS 070 BEST OF HUBBARD 
038 MOLSTENPILSAD 071 JOE SLIDESHOW 
озо VISIONS MEGA DEMO 072 TOILET PAPER 
4 073 ROBOCOP DEMO. 
040 MEGASUDESHOW 074 CAVE MEGA DEMO 
O4 KCKOFF3DEMO 075 BUSY BEETFROG " 
042 VANGELIS DEMO 076 WATERSHIP 
043 PSYCHOINTROS! 077 IANA MIC DEMO 
O44 PSYCHOINTROS 078 DEXION MEGA DEMO 
045 PSYCHOINTROS3 079 EDDIE MURPHY D! 
(046 REBELS СОМА DENO 080 EDDIE MURPHY 02 
047 MOLES OF ANARCHY 081 DOC MUSIC. 
ш 082 PHENOMENA MEGA 
оа ALF Mx DEMO. 
049 GIRLS NEED LOVE 083 LOADS A MONEY 
050 MICHEAL JACKSON 084 PETE AND DUDO X 
DEMO 085 THE EQUALISER 
061 PUMP UP THE 006 JUNGLE COMMAND 
VOLUME 087 UTOPIA 1X 
ose в 
з 
ы 
oss 
Lj 












STAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO 
твхсновоғт 
та 
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MIDLAND COMPUTER REPAIR SERVICES 


Unit 1, The Old Dairy, North Street, Melton Mowbray, Leics LE13 INL (0664) 410148 


FOR AMIGA/ATARI ST/BBC | 


Desktop Universal Stand 


The stand is a high quality, immensely strong, unit. Colours aro. 
Grey for the ST and Brown/Beige for the Amiga 500/BBC models 
The unit is completely scratch proof. The supports are square metal tube design 
with oven baked enamel paint and has non-slip rubber pads. The platform is of 
high density chipboard coated in scratch proof material. The computer sits nicely 
underneath, with all round air ventilation, with the monitor or TV on top The unit 
comes in fiat pack form with ай screws and tools. Assembly takes no more than 
10 minutes. Twelve months warranty is given and if you are not delighted with the 
commercial quality of this unit we will pay the return carriage should you 
decide not 10 keep it! 
M Dimensions: 559mm W, 326mm D, 122mm H. £21.95 (plus £1.50 p&p) 
2 











AMIGA A500 COMPATIBLE POWER SUPPLY UNIT 
This unit is produced for us, under contract, by a specialist international power supply manufacturer. It is some 10mm 
slimmer than others on the market and is rated at 4.5 amps on the 5 volt line. This is a higher rating than most units 
available. A twelve months warranty is given on the unit. The price reflects direct to the end - user sale with no 
middle man profit! Guaranteed quality product. £34.95 (plus £1.50 p&p) 








Б IT 
ACCESSORIES - AMIGA & ST „„ EXTERNAL Disk DRIVES 


use 
Е. mouse mat & No ae £2.50 
CONTRIVER MOUSE, mouse miy, siicned sea $4.50 AMIGA - 

AMIGA DUST COVER, hi 25 3.5 CUMANA 


PAVESE qam келей бөле ш T — -35CUMANA with psy 27495 


ST TWIN STICK EXTENDER Se LY I £74.95 

COMMODORE I.C's - C64/C64C/AMIGA 3 REPLACEMENT ATARI ST POWER SUPPLY 

901225 CHAR. ROM £5.65 UNIT - COMING SOON! 

901226 BASIC ROM £535 Our own uprated unit manufactured to a high standard by a 

901227 KERNAL ROM £9.95 specialist international power supply manufacturer, Will carry 
D 4 12 months warranty. Will be higher rated than original unit 

906107 6510 CPU £8.75 

oS E КАБУ АР с UNIT ONLY £29.95 Mail Order (plus £1.50 рар) 


5 24 HOUR REPLACEMENT SERVICE £39.95 
318072 5719 GARY £7.95 (Includes next day carrier delivery) 


252126 8362 DENISE £24.00 
252127 8364 PAULA £35.00 NOTE: THIS UNIT WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE UNTIL 
318071 8371 FAT AGNUS £49.95 OCTOBER 1990 














< = 
C64/C64C POWER SUPPLY UNIT VIC 20/C64/C64C/C128 
Brand new, established UK manufacture DATA RECORDER CASSETTE DECK 


12 months warranty Brand new 
£17.95 (plus £1.50 p&p) £16.95 (plus £1.50 p&p) 














COMPUTER REPAIRS AMIGA A500 MEMORY ИР 


BOARDS 


HALF MEG. without clock 


EPLACEMENT 
ATARI SST INTERNAL DISK DRIVE RET SAY HALF MEG. with clock £34.95 
Aces steno” £39.95 
АТАН! 


GRADE 


C128 
AMIGA А500 

















All prices include VAT. Post & packing extra only where stated 
Cheques or Postal Orders only please. Allow time for cheque to clear before despatch 
All products carry no quibble warranty А 
ҒАХ (0664) 67095 














AMSTRAD CPC 























AST. CEN 2 


Үз ali very well to trumpet the arrival of the 

new CPC machines and the GX4000 console, 

have a nasty feeling that interest in the latter 
тау well make the old CPC's AND the new CPC+ 
range slightly redundant as far as games software 
is concerned. A check with software houses about 
their support for the console reveale the follow- 
т... 


us aoto 

Geoff Brown, Managing Director of US Gold, said, 
"We will initially support the GX4000 with two 
games. Épyx Worlds of Sport is a compilation of 
events from the Californian companies popular 
sports-sims: Summer Games, Winter Games. 
World Games and Californian Games. Strider 1 is a 
follow-up to the highly successful Capcom coin-op 
Conversion from last year. "I want Amstrad to be 
successful because it's а British company,” confid- 
ed Brown. "We're looking at consoles as addition: 
al sourtes of revenue, US Gold will continue to 
support our current range of computers. We can’t 
release аз many games on the GX4000 as the C64 
console because we have to develop the Amstrad 
mes from scratch - to take into account the spe- 
уәрһіс and sound features of the machine.” 








































SPECTRUM 


nyone who has failed to notice the 
impending CES show should begin to take. 
serious notice right here. Amongst all the usual 
hype and additional media attention, this year 
sees the launch of product that may have rather 
mre thh the usual promised impact on the 
home computer market; not least of all those lit- 
Че boxes emblazoned with the Sinclar logo. 

With the taste for increasingly powerful 
game-specific hardware on the rise, the future for 
some of the less up-to-date machines must surely 
be looking less than favourable. Although 
Amstrad are a major force in marketing, can they 
‘compete with the Japanese giants, and — even 
more important = have they, with the release of 
‘their own ВБИ console, in effect dug a grave for 
us Spectrum owners? After all, wasn't the Sinclair 
name meant originally to be reserved for the 
more 'gamesy' machines from Amstrad? Why 
doesn’t the GX have a Sinclair name on it? 
Amstrad are adamant that they are not 
‘abandoning’ us Spectrum owners. Yes, a 
spokesman told me, they are looking to make a 
serious impact into the console market with the 
new GX4000, but they are by по means ignoring 
the Spectrum. In fact, Amstrad do not regard 





MIRRORSOFT 

"We will support the GX4000 wherever possible," 
said Peter Bilotta, Mirrorsoft's Managing Director. 
"We want to make sure we produce the right 
type of game for each machine." Mirrorsoft 
games on the GX4000 are likely in the first quar- 
ter of 1991. Bilotta concluded, "We want the 
micro and console to live happily together, with 
Mirrorsoft successfully participating in both mar- 
kets” 


OCEAN 
Unfortunately. no-one from Ocean was available 
for comment as we went to press. But this leading 
Manchester-based software company is firmly 
backing the GX4000 with Robocop Il, Batman = 
The Movie, Platting. Operation Thunderbolt, 
Chase HQ and Shadow Warriors. Ocean even 
wrote Burning Rubber, the game supplied with 
the Gx4000. 


MINDSCAPE 

"We've nothing planned at present,” said Geoff. 
Meath, Managing Director of Mindscape in the 
UK. Phil Harrison, Software Development 
Manager at Mindscape, told me, "There's talk of 
Chessmaster being converted over to the GX4000. 
But we won't be able to if Nintendo decides to 
launch the Gameboy and NES versions of the 
game in Europe". He added, "I don't really think 
much of the new Amstrad machines. They won't 
зей at all in Japan and USA, and they will only do 
‘moderately well in certain parts of Europe like 
France, Spain and the UK." 


MICROPROSE 

“We haven't made any commitments as yet, but 
we should have some GX4000 products early next 
уем," said Peter Jones of Microprose. “We're 


‘either their own or the opposition's consoles as 
эту threat, due to the fact that the Spectrum is in 
'a different market area" and is still as important 
as ever due to its lower-price bracket. To stress this 
fact, Amstrad are preparing to launch a major ТУ 
advertising campaign to re-promote the 
Spectrum, showing at least on the surface, the 
courage of conviction. Let's hope there's more 
behind this than simple bluster 


SOFTWARE SCENE 

‘On the more positive side, the upcoming show is 
far from the albatross jt could be and н evidence 
that both software and hardware producers alike 
feel that the Spectrum is a long way from sinking 
into the murky depths of extinction. 

Mast of the action on the Spectrum scene 
comes from the software-side of the industry and 
Includes the launching of the inevitable mega- 
licences, the sale of which should help sustain any 
machine, be it 8-bit or otherwise. The title which 
looks set to become the only contender in terms 
‘of sales is of course (loathe as | am to mention it 
again) Teenage Mutant Hero (NINJA) Turtles. 

The surprise is that the Spectrum version does 
look - for a license - pretty sexy. Converted across 
all formats, the game is looking equally as impres- 
sive on the Spectrum, as it does on 16-bit formats 
and, gameplay provided, should keep В-Ы critics 
at bay. Whatever you think about these green 
beasties, a good Spectrum version could give our 
format quite a boost over the counter during the 
‘Christmas season. 

Other licences include the similarly blockbust- 
ing Total Recall, in which Arnie is once again con- 
verted into pixel-perfect form, (on this occasion to 
rampage through several levels of Martian 
destruction), and the unlikely Monty Python's 
Flying Circus, (so you too can leam how to identi- 


looking at arcade style games. Stunt Car Racer 
and Rick Dangerous would be ideal console 
games." He added, "Many Microprose games 
don't suit consoles because of their strategy ele- 
ments. Don't forget, we're also going down our 
‘own road with the F-15 Strike Eagle Il arcade 
machine". 


PSYGNOSIS 

Jonathan Ellis, joint Managing Director of 
Psygnosis, told us, "Shadow of the Beast is being 
converted under license by Gremlin”. Other titles 
are likely to follow. 


ELECTRONIC ARTS 

‘This Californian company is unsure about the 
GX4000 because it thinks the Amstrad machine ік 
too European, EA is talking to other companies 
interested in licensing its games on the Amstrad 
console 


DOMARK 

Mark Strachan, joint Managing Director of 
Domark, said, "We will be producing five titles on 
the GX4000 before Christmas, including Klax, 
Escape trom the Planet of the Robot Monsters and 
The Spy Who Loved Me.” 


So will software companies realy continue to sup- 
port the standard CPC? What do you think? Write 
to: CPC Pink Page, ACE Magazine, EMAP 
Images, Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, 
London ЕСІҢ ЗАО. Also, contact us if you have 
something to ask ог say about anything connect- 
«д with the CPC. Pokes for games, hardware ques- 
tions, playing tips - you name it, we'll consider it 
for publication. We're also looking for a regular 
writer tor this column. interested? 

e RIK Haynes 





ty different types of tree from quite a long way 
off. 

Other, less hyped (but potentially equally as 
good) titles include the offically licensed Lotus 
Esprit from Gremlin, (sorry, no sign of Chase HQ Ii 
э yet), Time Machine from Vivid image, (an excel- 
lent arcade-adventure with huge elements of — ' 
strategy thrown іп), and what could be regarded 
as the best spectrum game around at the 
moment, the epic arcade adventure from Dinamic 

Satan, 

These, along with the many other titles sched- 
Ме for release on the B-bit format, are far from 
Indicative of its demise, despite the raging compe- 
tition. 

it is my personal feeling however, that the 
Spectrum is under little threat from the console 
boom, both superficially and saleswise. This is 
‘explainable, in that the user base for the Sinclair 
machines has been established over a far longer. 
period of time, than that of the consoles, and that 
those people who have remained Spectrum own- 
ers (even having subsequently purchased an addi- 
tional, more powerful machine), are unlikely (о 
give up this long-time favourite for dead. 

‘Add to this, the fact that console cartridges 
аге rarely under twice the retail cost of a full-price 
‘Spectrum title and it is safe to assume that no 
matter how long or how hard the onslaught, 
Spectrums remain in a class of their own. 


GIMME SKIN! 
Well, maybe not skin, but certainly parchment, | 
want to build this Spectrum column into one that 
will truly reflect the face of Advanced Speccy 
Entertainment. That means news, analysis, crystal 
ball gazing - the lot. So write, now. 

9 James Segal 
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MEGA DRIVE 


OR PAL £185 





SUPERGRAF-X 


OR PAL £289 




















HAND HELDS 
NINTENDO АТ 


GAME ‹ 
BOY 
£99 


inc. California Games 


CONSOLE CRAZY! c/o PERRYMERE LTD., | (051) 227 2482 
BRITANNIA BUILDINGS, 
46 FENWICK STREET, LIVERPOOL L27NB. pica қалы за 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & P & P. EY Еч 


PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO PERRYMERE LTD. 











MONTHLY PAYMENT TERMS ARE NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH LOMBARD TRICITY FINANCE ON ALL PURCHASES OVER £150. PLEASE RING FOR DETAILS 





FLIGHT 
DOUBLE UP PACK 


JOYSTICKS 





add £6 delivery charge to 
lommodore Amiga Pack 


‘All our Amiga Computers are fully 
tested prior to despatch 


























МАС 


17 Campbell St, Belper, Derby 


ENTA 


0 





1AP. Tel : 0773 826830 











[ DAREYOURNGTHE. ” 


NAUGHTY 
Jua FOE 
un Na 


0898800240 \ 7 


HORROR 
LINE | 


0898 800 208 


AUSSIE NAUGHTY JOKES| 
0898 800 209 Н 








19434271044 TASTELESS TIM'S 
0898 800 206 BAD TOS. H 
2 ҒАТ ТА5ТЕ LS | 
JOKES 654 
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ATARI ST OWNERS 


We have over 2,000 commercialised ST Programs in 
Stock for you to TRY before you BUY 

From "Golden Oldies" to the very latest releases. АП 

programs are originals. We have been established for 

8 years and have over 3,000 satisfied members from 

the UK + Europe. 

We also offer an efficient computerised service with а) 

fast turn around. For full details send a large SAE 
(Clearly stating ST details) to : 

MGL (Dept ACE), 48 Read Way, Bishops Cleeve, 
Cheltenham, Glos. GL52 4EL. 








Dept ACE 
39 Edmunds Road, 
Cranwell Village, 
Slea -ford, Lincs. 
NG34 BEL. 
Tel : 0400 62046. 


ACCESS & BARCLAYCARD 
WELCOME 





Su, V. МР 
МСО 


NOW TRADING А5 
DELTASTAR ENTERPRISES LTD 








AMIGA т, 
Gravity 1809 
Harley Davidson 2199 
Ivanhoe 14.99 
Kick Of 
Leisure Suit Larrys 3099 
Manchester United ....1899....... 14.99 
Рретата 1898... 1499 
Pro Tennis Tournement?8.99 ......18.99. 
Rainbow Islands ..... 1899... 14.99 
nadow Мато 1499 
Sim City 2299 
Theme Park Mystery 1899... 1899 
Treasure island Dizzy..449........449 
Weird Dreams 1899. 1899 
т 899 Wipe Out 1459... 1499 
ull Metal Planet .. 1899 хол 1499. 1499 





Other titles and Formats also available. Please write or ring for lists. 
Remember to state which format you require. If you can't see what you want 
please ring we're here to help. Prices include postage and Packing for the UK. 
For EEC please add £1 per item. Rest of the World please add £2 per item. 
New Releases sent on day of release. Stock items sent same day. All 
programmes subject to availablity. Please make cheques and postal orders 

payable to DELTASTAR ENTERPRISES LTD. We also supply compute 
joysticks and other peripherals. Please ring for our very reasonable r 
DELTASTAR ENTERPRISES is Mail Order only. 
































WARNING 













Probably the largest and most dynamic software 
development house in Scotland, is currently seeking 
new and experienced 
PROGRAMMERS 
GRAPHIC ARTISTS 
MUSICIANS 






For all major European and American Computer Formats. 
pus SORT оғ THIS ENS * Major titles offered 
LIF YOU YOU DON'T * Excellent rates of remuncration 
PAY FOR THEM * 
* 


Full technical and equipment backup. 
Very flexible working hours and enviroment. 











A pirated game could result 
in a visit from you 
know who. 


Cee ey metin on pi 
jid be passed to ud 






CONTACT: Martin Kane, 

ICE Software, 
244 Bath Street, 
Glasgow G2 4JW 
041-332-9007 
041-332-8986 























ОГ The Federation Against Software Theft 
samt” Telephone 01240 6756, 














ж SPECIAL OFFER ж 


JVC 35" 0600 
вох OF 10 SKS 









ток 35° 0800 MULTI COLOURED FREE 
STORAGE BOX OF 10 DISKS 





35-0800 BOX OF 10 БОМ UNBRANDED 






825-IVC 0800 BOK OF 16 DISKS 
pr 






[ns хао вох tun 
2 аз х во Box Er 

[ss x 40 sox e 
2 [5257 во 80x m» 



































| THIS MONTH'S 

| SOFTWARE INDEX RAT- 

| ING: | 

74.75 
SHOOTING UP FOR 

CHRISTMAS ALREADY! 

Who's top dog this month? Plus yur 

chance to win free software in our 

regular monthly competition 


We've given the Stock Market a good overhaul this month, with a. 
пен design and simpler presentation, since we realised that the 
wealth of information in the previous format was beginning to 
become overwhelming, 

Here's what you get. 

Having collated all the games reviewed in the latest issues of 
‘computer magazines, we've then calculated the average mark that 
each publisher received for every one of its games on each for- 
mat. This is the rating that you see in the second column. So, for 
example, if the company is great at sourcing 16-bit games but 
botches up its 8bit conversions, that will pull down the average 
mark, even if you can see one of its titles heading up the Amiga, 
ST or PC chart printed on page 165, If ай the games are ехсер 
lent, or if the company has just one brilliant program doing the 
rounds at the moment, it wil consequently have a high rating. 

The third column, labelled "+ or ^, shows you how much the 
publishers’ averages have improved (or deteriorated) compared to 
last mogth. A plus score here, and their games are getting better; 
a minus score means their games aren't doing as well as they 
were. 

The last column ~ the Ranking column — tells you how well a 
software house's games are doing compared to everybody else's. 
Each month we calculate the average mark for ай games on all 
formats that have been reviewed during the month. We call this 
figure the Software Index. Each company's Ranking shows how 
well their games compare to the average as expressed by the 
Software Index. For example, in this month's chart, Micro уе 
‘current batch of releases are worth 9.38 percentage points above 
average - according to the industry's reviewers, anyway. 

Ме print only the top 25 companies each month. Infact, we 
keep tabs on all of them, but you don't want to read through a list 
of over 100 names in every issue! Sometimes new companies 
соте along - the asterisk by Core Design's name indicates that it 
is a brand new entry to the Stock Market company counter - and 
straight in at number one, too. 

Finally, we take care that the information here is genuinely use- 
ful. To that end, we don't count companies which have only 
received a single solitary review. Too often these 'solus' reviews 
are unrepresentative of the sort of marks а game would get from 
other mags, and if a title is only reviewed once ever, (5 often а 
difficultto-gethoktof import. 


Publisher Score Change 
Ranking 

“Себе 335 м 1875 | 
Delphine з ма 1825 
Ако м5 «ж п% | 
es 3534 ма 1159 
Моюзуе міз 313 93 

US Gold sao 1328 933 
Microprose 8367 9% 892 
Ubisoft 822 ол 847 
Hewson юз 58 BIS 
SSWSGold 8275 500% 
Domark юз зм n 
Audegec 803 173 755 
Novagen из 15 675 
CodeMater 818 1564 675 
Rainbow Arts 8148 273 673 
Моюн 81 na 62 
Momsot 805 1917 525 
Sierra 8046 625 sn | 
Palace ю os 525 
Gremlin 7985 05 51 
HecvoMcArs 7932 063 457 
Firebird "а аз 
Ocean таза 507 ais 


Infogrames 7823 402 348 
MaSqud 7823 1179 348 





THE PRIZES | 


AA correct entries wil be put nto a Gran 
and a random section made to dete. 
mre a rer for each o бе seven cat 
teories. There's a bee pame worth up 
10 £25.00 or your machine waling Ке 
уо б you win. Fie соте! entres inthe / | 

| Jackpot Catagory нең you £180 wort 
stare 


| 


57] 


pink pages 





WIN FREE SOFTWARE | 


Regular ACE readers will already know | 
that we give away free software every. 


| meth бо those who can correctly pre” 


Желе тыны сл елер 
ere terere 10) ed ить 
коок 
с=т 
ot filing in а form, we ash that readers 
Mts ern rau | 
ыы 
ТЕҢЕГЕН 
EL LI 
теме. We've introduced this change | 
те 
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м eres munt ta ecela by тө cose, 
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0 
Enger you name and address, a daytime tele 
‘hone number if you have one, and the Round 
Number. 


Tel us your age and which machine you own. 
Justin case you win! 


STEP THREE 


Examine this month's charts (see page 163). 
Then, using your knowledge of the games. 
scene, try to predict which games wil come 
top of the six machine specific charts. Finaly, 
'enter on your postcard: 

ө the top game for the Spectrum 

the top game for the C64 

the top game for the CPC's 





© the top game forthe ВМ PC 
өтпе top game for the Amiga 
өте top game for the ST 


YOU DON'T HAVE TO ENTER A SUGGES- 
TION FOR EVERY MACHINE! But remember 
that your chances of mnrang may increase if 
you do. 


STEP FOUR (оғтюнац 


You can also by to predict which company wil 
be at the top of next month's Stockmarket Est- 
ing (see this pagel. Enter on the card: 

‘The top softco will be...iname of company! 


If you want to go for the jackpot £150 prize, 
then select any of he previous categories and 
try to predict the top FIVE entries for next 


ENTERING THE COMPETITION 


‘month instead of just the top one. Then tell us 
which category you're predicting for й can 


Mote рле к уш ower | ROUND 
{YOU CAN ому SUBMIT ONE .ACKPOT САТ. |е 
кои 

STEP SIX 


Post the card (WITH a stamp! to us to ате 
mot later than the closing date for this round. 
(315 September). The address is: 


ACE Stockmarket 
30-32 Farringdon Lane 
London 


ECIR 3AU 
Dozens have won prizes – perhaps youll mud 
be lucky this time! 
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LOWEST PRICES! 





3.5" DS/DD 
DISKS 


QUAL 
UNBRANDE! 


10 £4.95 
50 £23.45, 
100 £4495 


'500 £189.95 


Boxed in 10's with 
labels. Guaranteed 


ESTABLISHE 














ГАУСА] 





AMOUNT 


























Overseas orders add €S per item 
Sussex. BNA 7NA 








COMPUTER GAMES 
HELPLINE 
Our live operators can help with your 
problems — Ring us between 12 noon 
& midnight, 7 days a week on 
0898 338 933 
We can help with over 600 adventures 


We also have cheats, tips and hints for 100% of arcade games for 
all computers and consoles! 










WANTED! - Your hints, tips, cheats etc 
Prizes for the best each month, send them to: 


Guiding Light, P.O Box 54, S/W Manchester M15 4LS. 


Aca мекан peep өн en төлем pen per ee cher e 











MAKE NEW FRIENDS AND CONTACTS NOW! 


. COMPUTACHAT 


0898-338-939 


CAN LINK YOU WITH UP TO 10 OTHER PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER BRITAIN. 
CHAT ABOUT COMPUTERS, GRAPHICS, MUSIC, PROGRAMMING OR JUST 
GAMES, 

SWAP HINTS, TIPS, OR POKES FOR YOUR FAVOURITE SOFTWARE. YOU CAN 
‘ALSO BUY. SELL OR SWAP YOUR SECOND - HAND SOFTWARE AND 
HARDWARE THROUGH US. 

PHONE NOW FOR DETAILS! 

STOP PRESS! 

PLAY OUR NEW, COMPUTER - MODERATED ADVENTURE 
GAMES, LIVE ON YOUR TELEPHONE, WITH UP TO 6 
OTHER PEOPLE. 





TEL TEL 





0782 213993 0782 712759 

g (6PM-7.30PM) (9AM-5.30PM) 
E ar 

MAL ORDER. нов; 

PC ENGINE SUPPLIES, CONSOLE CONCEPTS, 

2230 WATERLOO ROAD, THE VILLAGE. 

COGRIDGE SOT NEWCASTLE UNDER LYME 

STAFFS STAFFS 

ST6.2HS S15 тов, 


Access and Visa now accepted. VAT No 5368202 45 FAX No 0782 208429 





185 00 lnc PAP 
£18500 inc 


‘ON THE OFFICIAL BRITISH 16 BIT SEGA WE ARE ALSO STOCKISTS OF NEO. 
GEONNTENDOSSEGA В BIT AND 16 BIT (OKVATARI LYNEX/PC ENGINE HANDHELD. 
+ SAME DAY DESPATCH ON ALL ACCESS/VISA AND POSTAL ORDERS IF IN STOCK (CALL US 
ON 0782-213983) CHEQUES PLEASE ALLOW 3 DAYS FOR CLEARANCE = 
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Qur monthly prize 
word puzzler, set 
by the inimitable 
МІР5 


Here's this month's teaser. And 
While we're on the subject of 
teasing, we apologise for the 
tease (in very bad taste - and 
actually quite unintentional) 
which resulted in the August 
issue's crossward having one of 
the squares accidentally blanked 
out. Clever clogs will have 
realised that 13 across should 
have had ten letters - not nine. 


PUZZLE PRIZES 





(CLUES ACROSS 


5 ‘Jet Force’, a game 
from Firebird (6) 

7 Game leading 
Israelites to the 
Promised Land? (6) 

8 Software Project's 
crazy digger (5,5) 


13 Gives the latest news 
оп new releases of oid 
games (7) 

15 Devil of a game from 
Dinamic (5) 

18 Vivid Image game 
used to punch in nails 
(10) 


changers (6) 
21 Ravi Shankar novel 
about Activision game? 
(6) 


CLUES DOWN 
1 Chap gets involved 
With them in Linel game 
(3,5) 

2 Software house's 
peak (6) 

3 Sting's old force (6) 

4 Nude dancing in 
Science Fiction (4) 

6 He's from Bridlington, 
Yorkshire (4) 

7 Сай for more from 
software house (6) 

11 Game in which you 
might go down the 
hatch (8) 









































12 Top ten tries playing 
game (6) 

14 Marie's playing sol- 
diers (6) 

16 Cart uranium around 
for Gremlin game (6) 
17 Storage device may 
skid around (4) 

19 So Ma's upset by 
game-oriented 


from Mandarin (4) 


SOLUTION TO AUGUST 90 CROSSWORD 
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ACE CAN MAKE YOU MONEY! 


Here's the ргоой...... 


"utes we've had an excellent "... The September issue of 
response from advertising in ACE gave us the best 
ACE. We went in the last response from any magazine 
four issues and the response we advertised in" 
has grown each time. Thanks. 


Thanks to ACE and to all 
our customers." 
Graham Schofield Mike Ogden 
Hi Tech Games Zone Interface Software 
Tel: 081-890-8807. Tel: 061-431-4091. 


To place your Mail Order Advertising in a magazine that really 
works Call Jerry on 
071-251-6222 Ext : 2452 








TursoWare 


Megadrive pal inc game 
Megadrive Pal 180.00 Neo geo Software from 139.99 














IPC ре Pal Inc Game 169.95 Gameboy Deluxe 110.00 AMIGA FLIGHT OF FANTASY 
SEGA MASTER SYSTEM. 

= 

PC ENGINE GAMES ушш т“ nej | .. » 

нил 2 Saga ..........3295 Dragon Set бе эю 

ovos 3295 кіші аж 
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[oen Lon 3006 Moomwater Sess ы 035 
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Fantasy Zone. 2295 М2 Story. 3295 л BE тамам ON MEO. 

| Wonderboy. 2295 Air Diver. 3295  GEOS SEND SAE FOR ALL 

А туре 2195 Smtesate 320  ENQUERES PRCE USTS 

|Pacland. 2195 Tatsuj bt pled 
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YOU HAVE ALL TRIED THE 
TEL: 0. 
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close to the answer, but we were 
, merciful and decided to give a prize 
to Mark Shaw of Preston, who got 

loser than anyone else! 


ur diagram shows an unusual occurence of such a sequence of 
sequence of numbers. Each | seven numbers each containing Just 
of the numbers after the first one digit 7. 

is double the preceding number - Now the values given here are 

but the curious thing is that each МОТ the smallest possible. There is 


value contains one (and only one) опе other set of numbers which 
seven. Those of you who are aware — have the same property. 
of the mystical properties of num- Gan you find the starting value of 
bers will be surprised at such an this sequence? Answer next month. 


Until recently, we've been offering £25 cash prizes to winners of the ACE pur- 
die and crossword, but several people have been asking vs for games instead. 
From now on all prizes will be in software, so please make sure you include. 
your name, address, and machine format when you enter. 


HOW TO ENTER 


very month we offer а free game worth up to £25 for your machine И you're 
‘he sender ofthe first correct puris solution ovt ofthe hat. The address to 
send your solution to ө. 

ACE October 90 Purse, 





сти AU. 
The deadline for entries is always the first Thursday of the month named on 
he cover. in this casa, W's Thursday 4th October 1990. 





DC. Ey а ч 
«а» %- SEGA 
Ел: MEGA DRIVE 
SPECIAL OFFER 









SPECIAL OFFER. 
ен CONSOLES амы ы 
C 
SCART ге оз game of your choice сна : SEART rete re your chocs 
Eur 
DE ш = 
DRAGON sem amas £19.90 
шеше» -ex 


шш 


PC ENGINE SUPER GRAFX 
PAL inc ree game сэз 
SCART inc free game . 626835 
3390 GAMES 
£5390 ВАТПЕАСЕ 3330 ч 
E390 GRANZORT. £3390 


$ 





GHOULS N GHOSTS — — £3490 
STRIDER. TBA 





OPERATION WOLF 5 тва 


Please make cheques and РІО? payable to: NEW WORLD CONSOLES, 61 Stainmore Road, Bedford МКА OPZ. Tel: (0234) 266352. 
(MAIL ORDER ONLY) Please add £1.00 per tte and £5.00 for machines. 
BUSINESS HOURS MON-FRI 301,26 — SAT930.130 
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MAIL 6 BOND STREET, IPSWICH, SUFFOLK, IP4 1JE 
ORDER ORDER 
БА DOG'S HEAD STREET, IPSWICH (RETAIL) MMR 25۸ OSBORNE STREET, COLCHESTER, ESSEX, (RETAIL) 
MAIL ORDER PURCHASE LINE (0473) 257158/(0473) 210605 FAX (0473) 213457 
Е 
‚© л ST AMGA ST AMIGA BOMBJACK. CARRIER COMMAND, 
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BLACK. 399 1699 ІТ САМЕ F DESERT 1699 1999 16.99 ATANI EXTERNAL DRIVE, 
- We |599 1599 + JACK BOOT ч 1699 1699 99 POWER DRIVE 1 MEG 0,8 
BUDAKHAN. 1699 > JACK THE RIPPER 1299 1299 mne 
бы" nn ЧЕ | Жы, 1 чш 8 
“CADAVER 189 1699 KRYSTALLION. 99 99 AMIGA 800 "FLIGHT OF FANTASY" 
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TEL NO: .. 


Have you ordered from us before 
(yes/no):. 


























TOTAL £: 
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„quite right. 
Could it possibly 
be that you 
need...er...break- 
fast? No...a drink? 
No!!...A new 
game?? Ahhhh... 
the relief! And to 
make things even 
easier, here's a list 
of stunning pow- 
erplays that could 
change your life. 


ANTHEADS 
‘Cinemaware/Mirrorsoft = Amiga 
£14 99dk. 

For all those who loved It Came 
From The Desert here is more of the 
same in the shape of а handy bolt- 
оп scenario. Its fifties style Sci-Fi 
again, and this time some very 
strange things are happening to the 
inhabitants of the tiny Mid-West 
American town of Lizard's Breath 
You play ‘Brick’ Nash, an ex-fighter 
pilot determined to solve the riddle 
of the Antheads. If you enjoy puzzle 
solving with great graphics and 
sound, then you can't go far wrong 
with this number, and if you haven't 
Played it Came From The Desert 
‘then why not give that a try first? 


CAPTIVE 
Mindscape + Atari STSTE £24 996k * 
Amiga £24 994% + PC (29 99dk. 
Another in the ever expanding num- 
ber of RPG's portrayed using first- 
person perspective. Captive, pro- 
grammed by the veteran Tony 
Crowther різ you against hordes of 
rampaging aliens, with nothing but 
ıa briefcase at your disposal! This 
briefcase however, contains à com- 
puter giving you remote-control 
‘over a fourdroid team, with which 
you must free yourself from the 
fortress where you are imprisoned. 
Excelent bitmapped graphics, atmo- 
spheric realtime stereo sound and à 
total of 65000 levels put Captive 
very much in the ACE rated bracket. 
* ACE RATING $30 


CHAOS STRIKES BACK 
FTUMirronsoft + Atari ST 12499» 
Amiga TBA 

The long awaited sequel to 
Dungeon Master. If you have 
already played through the first pro- 
gram you can use your existing char- 
acters, otherwise there is another 
hall of mirrors you can select from. 
Chaos has a similar feel to Dungeon 
Master, but is much tougher There 
are also some new features thrown 
їп, like a character editor and help. 
‘oracle (very handy) If you haven't 
played Dungeon Master then play 
that first before making a definite 
date with this game. 

* ACE RATING 945 


CONQUEROR 
Rainbow Arts = Atari ST £19.99dk = 


Ғе 


Amiga Е24 994 = РС (24.99dk 
‘An arcade style tank sim which 
makes use of a 30 graphics system 
‘based around the one David Braben 
developed for Zarch. There are three 
types of game available: arcade, 
attrition, and strategy. АП three are 
best played with two joysticks 
Battlezone style, but there are 
enough control options to sult every 
setup. A detinite buy for tank butts, 
+ ACE RATING 925 


CORPORATION 
Core Design « Atari ST £24 99dk « 


ther. Corporation is a 3-0 explo- 





frame graphics of the original game 
have been replaced by solid 3D vec- 
tor graphics, but they are just as 


fast. There are now nine planets to 
‘explore instead of one city, so there 
is plenty of long term challenge 
here. 

* ACE RATING 935 


F-19 STEALTH FIGHTER 
Microprose « Atari ST £29.99dk + 
‘Amiga £29 99dk «РС £39.99dk 

А program that could well be 
described as the Flight Simulator's 
Flight Simulator. The PC version has 
enjoyed much success since its laun- 
ca year ago, and now it's brothers 
оп the ST and Amiga look set to do 
the same. The sim is based around. 
the much talked about ( or perhaps 
‘that be whispered about) Stealth. 
Fighter. It boasts four huge sceanrios 
with hundreds of missions, and plen- 
чу of detail, If you are looking for. 
"he definitive flight sim, then you 
«can’t go far wrong with this one. 

* ACE RATING 935 


FLIGHT OF THE INTRUDER 
Mirrorsoft/Spectrum Holobyte + 

Atari ST £77.72 * Amiga £72.72 * РС 

mn 

From the people who brought you 

‘the superb Falcon comes yet another 

world beating flight simulation, It is 

based on the book of the same 

‘name by Steven Coonts and has you | 
flying either an intruder or a | 
Phantom on bombing and reconals- 

sance missions over vietnam. The 
simulator бегу strong on features, 
including a superb (if a little unreali 

slid auto-pilot option, 

* ACE RATING 910 


FUTURE WARS 
Palace • Atari ST £24.99dk * Amiga 

124 99dk + PC TBA 

A totally mouse-driven graphic 
adventure from French developers. 

Delphine. You are cast as a mild- 
mannered office window cleaner. 

Who gets caught up in an alien plot 

to conquer Earth in the 43rd centu- 

ту. The graphics and background 

music are very striking and the game 

ің made very accessible by the lack of 

text entry There is enough of a chal- 

lenge here to keep most adventur- 

ез happy for some time. A delight- 

ful game. 

* ACE RATING 910 | 





GRAVITY 
Imageworks « Atari ST £24.95dk = 
Amiga £24.95dk = PC TBA 

Deep space strategy unlike anything 
you've ever seen before. The uni- 
verse is being invaded by the alien 
Cuties who are attempting to turn. 
all the suns in the universe into 
black holes. Meanwhile you must 
‘create as many inhabitable systems | 
эз possible. The game makes use of 

the principle of Einstein-Minkowski 
fourspace - this makes for some very 

unusual graphics, When you add 
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[512K Amiga Memory 
Disable Switch, 1MBit ОРАМ. 

[without clock. £46.95) 
[with real time clock 94950) 
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ADVENTURE GAMES 
SIMULATORS & 
SPORTS 


Strategic Plus Software 
PO Box В, Нотріоп, Middx TWI23XA | ce rr A D 
Telephone 081941 6163 SOFTWARE 


TEL Send £2.50 for Extensive Catalogue gw 


Proprietor Mr. S. Harper. 
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programmable drones and travel via 
black holes you have yourself a high- 
y original and compelling game. 

* ACE RATING 930 


HARD DRIVIN 

Domark * Atari ST £19.99dk « Amiga 
£19.99dk « Spectrum £9.99 
£14.99dk * Amstrad £9.99 
£14.99dk * C64 £9.99cs £12.99dk = 
PC £24 99dk * Archimedes £30.00dk 
A very competent conversion of the 
Tengen coin-op. Drive your Ferrari 
round either a speed track or a stunt 
track complete with a loop and open 
bridge to leap. The coin-op scored 
оп Из super fast solid vector graph- 
ics, and these have been faithfully 
reproduced in the computer ver- 
sions. A must buy. 

* ACE RATING 937 


HARPOON 
MirrorsofuPSS « PC £29 990k 

Quite simply the best naval simula- 
tion to be released for the General 
Public. The battleset that comes with 
the game deals with East-West con- 
flict in the North Sea, but other bat- 
еуез will be available soon, А 
lever system of three map types is 
used to effectively manage each mis- 
sion. The nice thing about Harpoon 
is that the computer takes care of all 
the boring mechanics, allowing you 
то concentrate on broad tactics. А 
must buy for anyone interested in 
modern navel warfare. 

* ACE RATING 940 


INDIANAPOLIS 500 
Electronic Arts « PC £24.95 

The ultimate racing game. Indy 500 
uses state of the art solid vector 
‘graphics which really add something 
to the high speed action. Asin 
Activision's Bomber there are a vari- 
ety of out-of cockpit views to select 
from. the realistic handling of the 
cars will have you coming back to 
this game tif and time again. 

* ACE RATING 935 


INTERPHASE 
Imageworks * Atari ST £24.99dk « 
Amiga £24 99dk « РС £24, 99d 
Your task is to guide a female sabo- 
teur to the heart of the Dreamtrack 
Corporation by interacting with a 
strange 30 environment. The game 
is very weird and very compelling. It 
is also very hard - don't expect to 
get through this one in a hurry. 

* ACE RATING 915 


KICK OFF 2 
Anco • ST 19 394; Amiga £19.99; 
СБа ETBA 

The original Kick Off was the second 
most important event in computer 
footie since Commodore's seminal 
International Soccer for the C64. An 
‘overhead view, superb playability, 


‘and true 2-player action made it the 
game for all others to triumph over. 
None have to date, except, of 
course, Kick Off 2, which is essential- 
y the original game with some great 
‘extras bolted on - loads more detail 
(you even SEE the muddy pitch on 
some versions), the chance to devel- 
‘9p your own teams, action replay, 
and finally the tremendous bonus of 
‘expandability - Anco are releasing 
data disks (and you can create your 
own), Buy it. 

* ACE RATING 930 


KNIGHTS OF LEGEND 
Origin/Mindscape + PC £28 990k 
Role Playing at its best, An expand- 
able game set in the land of 
‘Ashtelarea, There are twenty-four 
Quests to complete, or you can sim: 
ply enjoy exploring. The program. 
stands out because of ts attention 
то detail There are no less than. 
forty different algorithms to decide 
how and when an enemy retreats 
for instance. impressive stuff. 

Ж ACE RATING 945 


KNIGHTS OF THE CRYSTAL- 
пом 

US Gold « Amiga £29.99dk including. 
musicassette of soundtrack 

The most original game that US Gold 
has released in a long time. It has 
been marketed as a ‘culture simula- 
tor’, but that doesn’t really say much 
‘about the game. You play а member 
of a futuristic community, and your 
task is to rise to the highest possible 
status within that culture. This 
Involves playing through several dis- 
tinct sub-games. The whole is a high- 
ly unusual experience with distinct 
graphics and a superb soundtrack. 
This certainly won't be to every- 
body's taste, but if you are looking 
for something a litte different = try 
this, 

* ACE RATING 935 


M1 TANK PLATOON 
Microprose * РС £39.95dk 

The ultimate tank sim. Not only are. 
there realistic 3D vector graphic 
sequences with a hell of a lot of 
“atmosphere, but you also have to 
think carefully about choice of pla- 
toons, men, and the way you tackle 
‘each scenario. Microprose had to call 
‘on the Freedom of Information Act 
ло get all the information that they 
needed for the game, The result is 
‘one of the most frighteningly accu- 
rate tank sims we've seen. 

* ACE RATING 926 


MIDWINTER 
Microprose • Atari ST £29.99dk 
The latest mega hit from top pro- 
‘grammer Mike Singleton, creator of 
Lords of Midnight. The game is set 
оп a frozen island in the future. 
Your task is to recruit members of 





pink pages 


the Peace Force to fight off General superbly animated sprites and sheer PGA TOUR GOLF attempt to beat the odds. It is avail- 
Masters’ invasion force. This is done playability. Electronic Arts • PC £24.99 able for practically every machine, so 
by managing people and теше — ACE RATING 325 Wel what an! say ыы 
merus. The game has disappointing ea ae он уез опа БО, + ACE RATING 910 

‘sound, but nice 3D graphics, and OPERATION THUNDERBOLT eled anda of 

Enough solid gameplay to keep you Ocean Ata ST £19.99dk Amiga pierde 

going for months £2499dk * Spectrum £9996 * options provide for а comprehe PLAYER MANAGER 

* ACE RATING 948 Amstrad £9.99cs * C64 £9.99 эме and playable game. Each Anco » Atari ST £19.95dk * Amiga 


Eminently successful conversion of Course is has been designed for ^ — eis.95dk Spectrum (9.95 
the hot coin-op hit Operation Wolf, һе proffesional player, sofort: —  £149Sdk« C64 £9.95cs £14.95dk + 


MYTH Grab your Uzi and shoot your way nately there's а driving range to Amstrad 59.955 £14 95dk 
System 3 + СБА £9.99 £14.99dk « through hordes of terrorists to res- allow you to practice that swing, Kick Off with a managemenvstrate- 
Spectrum £9.99 £14 99k cue the luckless hostages. There are Features such as course maps, рег. 9Y element, The game is completely 


Pushes the C64 and Spectrum right пен 30 scenarios this time to add to posed icon driven, making it easy to get 
to the limits. Fight your way through the frantic lead spitting of the origi- рет зерені pebas into. The management detail is 
several ime zones to reach the ulna. Best played with aight gun, SO pk ah Ы Superb, right down to planning іп- 
mate confrontation with the god but a mouse will suffice if you don't contribute in push match tactics. And for the match you 
Dameron. The game 8 captivating have one. Joystick or keyboard con- ПЕ PGA GOLF into the ACE Rated сап either watch from the sidelines 


not only because of i's size and trols don't really cope however. category. ог join in with the Kick Off style fun, 
depth but also because of the * ACE RATING 927 * ACE RATING 910 + ACE RATING 920 
| | PIPEMANIA PRO TENNIS TOUR 
H Entertainment International • Atari UBI Soft/Blue Byte • Atari ST 
ST £19.95dk » Amiga £19 95dk + £24.99dk * Amiga £24.99dk = 
Ай the games in HOT OFF THE SHELF - this month's software sale Spectrum £9.99 (14.954 * C64 Spectrum (9996 £14.99dk + C64 
have been released in recent months and should be readily eva £9956 £14.95dk + Amstrad £9955 — (12991 £16.99dk = Amstrad 19.990 
your local du We've chosen the titles carefully w 114359 * РС £19.95dk * Macintosh _£16.99dk « PC €29,99dk 
et үн ын нр 25550: Archimedes [24.956 * опе of the best tennis games yet. 
ont dealers wil be happy to order tes for you f they И Са Ts 
 88C/Electron £9.95cs £14.95dk. well, although the standard of the 


‘The game that proves plumbing can computer players is good, so you'll 
be fun. You must construct а contin- — have to put in a lot of practice. 
uous length of pipe from several sec- Тһеге is a choice of grass, concrete, 


but whe Sans cote Женіс tions before the flooz escapes The сау, and indoor courts, as well as 

Side to puring together the ultimate sft ation is just as compelling as that In comprehensive practice options. А 

азақ ? games like Tetris and will have you доод way of spending a few hours 
burning the midnight oil in an while you are waiting for. 





CALL 081-551-5707 

Sates. TOUCH | "uem 
TOUCH COMPUTER SYSTEMS (UK)LTD, A500 BATPACK 
49 HIGH STREET, £369.95 


oo SOFTWARE  :wmonormme 


NEW TITLES SENT WHEN RELEASED. ALL SOFTWARE SUBJECT 
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ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT. UK DELIVERY 





CHEQUE / POSTALORDER 





























ОЕТУУАКЕ СІТҮ 


Unit 4, B.D.C., 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton. WV2 4AN 
Tel: 0902 25304. Fax : 0902 712751 





тыш CALL US ON : 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0902 25304 J 




































































SIXTEEN BIT COMPILATIONS 
% GREMLIN TRIPLE PACK + + WINNERS « 
AXELS MAGIC HAMMER, THUNDERBLADE, LED STORM, 
SWITCHBLADE & MINDBENDER BLASTEROIDS & IMP MISSION 2 
ST & AMIGA 16.99 ST & AMIGA 19.99 
* GIANTS » * POWER UP © 
GAUNTLET 2, STREET FIGHTER, KENNY DALGLISH SOCCER. 
АКЕ MANAGER, COSMIC PIRATE & |, 
‘CHARIOTS OF WRATH 
ST & AMIGA 19.99. 
ST & AMIGA 1399. 
* HEROES 4 * WORLD CUP. 
BARBARIAN 2, RUNNING MAN, COMPILATION SOCCER ж 
STAR WARS & LICENCE TO KILL KICK OFF, TRACKSUIT MAN. & INT 
ST & AMIGA 19.99. ‘SOCCER ST & AMIGA 1699 
* ALL TIME FAVOURITES + % TRIAD VOL 3 ж 
TEST DRIVE, MEAN 18, FAMOUS SPEEDBALL, BLOOD MONEY & 
COURSES 1.2 AND HARDBALL ROCKET RANGER 
578 AMIGA 19.99 ST & AMIGA 19.99 
2 THRILL TIME PLATINUM VOL 2. * З MAGNUM FOUR 
IKARI WARRIORS, BUGGY BOY, ОР WOLF, AFTERBURNER, DOUBLE 
|BOMBUACK. SPACE HARRIER, LIVE ANO DRAGON & BATMAN THE CAPED. 
LET DIE. THUNDERCATS, BEYOND THE beret 
ICE PALACE AND BATTLESHIPS پا‎ 
ST BAMIGA 1699 MOA 194 
* PREMIER COLLECTION 2 + * STORY SO FAR VOL 1 « 
MERCENARY, ELIMINATOR, алі WARRIORS, 
ВАСКА BUGGY BOY, BATTLESHIPS, 
а CUSTODIAN а BEYOND THE 
ST ONLY 9.99 жағылса. 
ST ҺАМОА 11.99 
157 DOUBLE SIDED, DOUBLE DENSITY WITH LABELS = 
T 07 
96 





25 1609 
35 40 PIECE DISC BOX 699 
3.5 0 PIECE DISC BOX 799 
MOUSE MATS. 2 
ST & AG EXTENSION LEADS 599 


НЕН PRICE ON EXPANSIONS Т 
AMIGA 12 MEG EXPANSION 40.99 
AMIGA 172 MEG EXPANSION + CLOCK 5899 
AMIGA 2 MEG EXPANSION + DUNGEON MASTER 59.00 
AMIGA 1/2 MEG + CLOCK + DUNGEON MASTER 6900. 


A 
[AI orders sent FIRST CLASS subject to availabilty. Just fil in the coupon and send it 
|с: SOFTWARE CITY, Unit 4, The ВОС, 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton. WV2 4AN. 

















|POSTAGE RATES : Please ада 50р tor post & packing on all orders under £5, EEC countries add £1 
рег tom. Non EEC сомлегев ada £2 
[PAYING BY CHEQUE - Cheques payable o Sofware Сау. 


(Саға Туре. Expy Date. 
[cars ne 
Sonne eren cre 
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Wimbledon. ULTIMA Vi speed racing round the streets 
X AGHUEONG M OriginMindscape « AtariSTTBA« of San Francisco in one of four 
Amiga TBA + PC E34.99dk s CS4 TBA Corvettes on offer. The superb 3D 
Тһе ultimate röle playing game. colour graphics in the game give a 
THEIR FINEST HOUR: THE objects two hun great sense of the wind in your hair 
BATTLE OF BRITAIN dred and fifty characters, эз you roar down precariously 
Lucasfilm * Atari ST £24.99dk =. encounters, а quest that will take streets desperately trying to avoid 
£24.99dk * PC £24, 996k ‘months to solve, and graphics better pedestrians and other vehicles. 
World War Il air combat relived in than you'llsee on any other game of Realistic and lots of fun, this game, 
this superlative flight sim. You have this type. The Ultima series of RPGs from the people who brought you 
the opportunity to fly a variety of go from strength to strength. Join Falcon, will have you hooked. 
WWII craft from the Spitfire to the forces with Lord British and once | * ACE RATING 926 
Hurricane. А neat option is the cam- тоге enter the fray... unbeatable 
‘era which records your flight and stuff! 
сап be replayed to assess your per- | * ACE RATING 950 WARHEAD 
formance. ‘Activision « Atari ST £24.99dk = 
* ACE RATING 933 ‘amiga 
VENDETTA Veteran, бупп 
System 3 @C64 £9.99cs £12.99dk Williams latest masterpiece is set in 
TOWER OF BABEL A great arcade adventure that really беер space. Earth is under threat 
Microprose * Atari ST £24.99 « pushes the СБА to is limits. You from a horde of nasty exta-terresri 
must fight your way past the terror- al insects, Тһе only hope is the FOE- 
ists to defuse a bomb, and rescue 57, an advanced craft absolutely 
{he professor and his daughter But osded down with weaponry Fost 
while you are on the terrorists tails vector graphics 
zappet, ‘the police аге on yours. Most of the action make this a winner. Work ca ois ы 
торо, fe alet La ued ала. action takes place against an komet- yout way up through the training Claes" Cames Guide (ree page 153) 
plete a specific task on a number of 30 background, but there Is aio misions and you'll soon be zapping . 
futuristic levels of a tower. This an excellent driving section to rival away quite happily. 
involves working your way past vari- тапу fullacale driving games. + ACE RATING 920 
‘ous nasty obstructions deliberately * ACE RATING 912 
designed to impede your progress. WELLTRIS. 
This game will have you burning the Infogrames ® Atari ST £24 99dk е | 
midnight oll as you attempt to get VETTE ‘Amiga £24.99dk = PC £24.99dk. 
past a particularly tricky level MirrorsoftSpectrum Новую + Effectively the follow-up to the 
* ACE RATING 930 Atari ST TBA * Amiga TBA * PC 
2999 Welttris takes the original idea and 





VISA. 
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| 
COMPUTER SPECIALIST | 
| 
| 


10 Chandlers Court, Eaton, Norwich. NR4 6EY 
Telephone : Norwich (0603) 503382 


D 


10 S25" DISKS + £4.00 









AMAZING NEW 


3.50" DISKS + £6.75 





25 3,50" DISKS £15.00 25 525" DISKS £9.50 


50 3,50" DISKS £28.00 50 5:25" DISKS £18.00 


100 3,50" DISKS £54.00 100 5.25" DISKS £34.00 


80 CAPACITY BOXES £6.50. 100 CAPACITY BOXES 56.50 | 


ALL DISKS COME WITH 2 FOR 1 LIFETIME GUARANTEE : 3.5" MADE BY SONY. 





























DISK £1.00 


CALLFOR = GAMES RRP 
PRODUCTS NOT LISTED MPH 
= 9.99 £14. 
WE CAN OBTAIN РЕ 
ANCES HUN MOST RELEASED GAMES 
ARHOGRS IN STOCK. NEW 
ST PD CATALOGUE GAMES SENT ON DAY OF 


RELEASE 








ATARI LYNX NOW 
ONLY 
£157.99 


METERS ENIM ج‎ 


LYNX GAMES 
RRP MPH 
£29.99 £22.00 
£34.99 £25.50 























PREMIER MAIL ORDER 


Titles marked * are not yet available and will be sent on day of release 


Please send cheque/PO /Access/Visa No. and expiry date 
Dept АС09, Trybridge Ltd., 8 Buckwins Sq., Burnt Mills, Basildon, Essex. 5813 1BJ. 


Please state make and model of computer when ordering. P&P inc. UK on orders over £5.00. Less than £5.00 and Europe add £1.00 


per item. Elsewhere please add £2.00 per item for Airmail. These offers are available Mail order only..Telephone orders: mon-Fri 
9am-7pm. Saturday 10am-fpm. Fax orders : 0268 590076. Tel Orders : 0268 - 590766 


25 De SPECIAL 


оде Fool. $5. 199 | Food Ls OFFERS 
wos ST AMIGA 











































oW Fire 2 716992221899 Av Rugby sim 
v Tao Тога 59. 508 fv Si Sim im 
Hin book t Mrchepelaqos 5% 
Bards Tu 2 1690 | Grom Азов ало 1398 ‘stots 998 
Barran caped crusader бое of Aztec: Ped Storm Ra 15%. 
Batman те Move тезә | Grand Pra c = 1699. 
(ане command 1699 | силам “э 699. Barbarian (P 
(вате of ran 1999 Вая Tle 
Bartecness 1699. 1698 Bonic Commando 
Batiomaster 190. 169 Bloodayeh + Data Duk 1990. 
[Beach Чому 1399. 1699 1% | suom 4%. 
bi ma ко 160. 1639 1699 | Buggy Boy. 9 
Black Ter 109). 1699 1499 | Captain Blood 99... 499 
[ice warrior 1699. 1699 | Honc ci Shadow 629 | Secret ot Monkey шаға: 1999. 1099 | Championship Westingi 90. 
воо Morey 1899. 1699 сен. 690 КҮЙІ 202740 | Sages Nest Айы ір» 
[ecoowych data auk 999.899 | тоат 359 | Sason Warts 199. 699 | Fg Shark 399... 999 
Bomber 2199. 2199 | rey Jones Aco 99 | Shadow ol me Beast 2289 | ran р: 99 
Boung Manager In Jones Adventu. Shadow o те Beast 2° 2899 | Ован 491.499 
ава! э Int Soccer Crakage 8% VK 1999. 1999 | Holywood Poker 499... 498 
Int 30 Tor 8% "t Porter Kier 499.498 
on Lord 1699 1997-1500 | Montlor Reo бады 2% 
тау 1990 8% 9$). 1998 | Joe Bade 1. 498. 498 
came tom the Desert Data 1399 | кое s ?» 
жаа ее таа | tome ی‎ Us 499. iano | ішесотолы People... 499 
rare Go 2 | vey Macadam булон 4.8 mS 





































































|Dan Dan 1399.  Leaderboa Ал 
[Dungeon M 599. Manchester United JOYSTICKS 
[Enim Hui CE 1399. Microprose Soc Cheetah Mach 1 
dpud qe GE ckjos 2 Turbo 

| Falcon Mission Disk 1399. BLANK DISKS 
Falcon Mission Disk 2 13.99. New Zeal ху. 1399 69 | 

Fare tus Adventu rr нч Unbranded 
Fireball 1699. Operation Stealth Wid Streets. '6.99. Led ae, 
ERIS ЕЗ ELI 429 Branded 
Ep m Em т dee 

Football Director 2 1299. Pong" 699 1699. ы обал» 
































5НОР МОУ/ ОРЕМ АТ 475 NT SOFT WARE OPEN 10AM - 6PM 


STAINES RD, BEDFONT 


UNBRANDED BLANK E (eror ATES e so HARDWARE + 
DISCS F19 STEALTH FIGHTER 21.99 PERIPHERALS 


10 DSDD. ин 1399 13.99 Амол 500 FLIGHT FANTASY 39900 













RESOLUTION 101 13.99 13.99 SMEG ONLY 69.99 



















20 0$00...... ...........14.00 KICK OFF 2 1450/% АЫ змес WITH Chock 499 
PROJECTYLE 1550. HIRED я - 

22 Бра WORLD CUP ITALIA 90 3290. e MONRTOR мад 
F29 RETALIATOR 16.50 16.50 

50 0$00.. HARDBALL 2 1699 16.99 МЕТА 


SHINOBI 1299 1299 PRO TENNIS TOUR 
FUTURE WARS 


MUSIC X 90 90 EW қ 
JOYSTICKS THEIR FINEST HOUR 1850 т C -—- ATO = 
TURRICAN 1299 1299 RAINBOW ISLANDS 











IKONIX SPEEDKING A/F .9.99 THIRD COURIER 1599 1599 WIRE CUT 4499 
КОМІХ NAVIGATOR........11.99 HIGHWAY PATROL 2 1699 13.99 PLAYER MANAGER 

KLAX 12.99 12.99 XTRA TIME 34.99 
IQUICKJOY MIDWINTER 1850 1850 CHRONOQUEST T 
ISUPERBOARD .. ...18.50 ESCAPE ROBOT MONSTERS 1299 1299 MIDWINTER UTD. aut 
ICOMP PRO 5000 14.99 INTEONATIONAR WRES 16.50 16. 0 TV SPORTS BASKETBALL 

A2 16.99 16.9 НАЗЕ HQ. 

IQUICKSHOT 11 TURBO..8.99 DYNASTY WARS 1099 1609 сона аә 






MUTANT SOFTWARE 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 475 STAINES RD, BEDFONT, CHEQUES + PO PAYABLE TO 
DELIVERY WITHIN 24 HOURS IF IN MIDDX 01 MUTANT SOFTWARE. ACCESS 
STOCK. RING FOR AVAILABLITY TW14 8BL AND VISA AVAILABLE 
* PRICES MAYBE LIBEL TO 890 BY PHONE 
CHANGE. 0900 


ORDER SO ELLER ORDER 


6 BOND STREET, IPSWICH, SUFFOLK. IP4 1JE 





БА DOGS HEAD STREET, IPSWICH, SUFFOLK. = 36A OSBORNE STREET, COLCHESTER, ESSEX 
(RETAIL) (RETAIL)| 


MAIL ORDER PURCHASE LINE (0473) 257158/210605 FAX NO : (0473)213457 
JOYSTICKS DISC BOXES WITH DISCS 


Cheetah 125...................... 
Cheetah Starprobe.................. 
Pro 5000 Extra Glo Green ........... 
Pro 5000 Extra Glo Red . 
Pro 5000 Black........... 
QS Turbo З... 

Euromax Racemaker. 
Konix Мамїдаїог........................... 





3.5" 40 Holder Lockable with 10 3.5" DSDD discs ...12.99) 
3.5" 40 Holder Lockable with 20 3.5" DSDD discs ...19.99) 
3.5 " 40 Holder Lockable with 40 3.5" DSDDdiscs ...33.99 
3.5" 80 Holder Lockable with 10 3.5" DSDD discs...15.99| 
3.5" 80 Holder Lockable with 40 3.5" DSDDdiscs 35.99) 
3.5" 80 Holder Lockable with 80 3.5" DSDDdiscs55.99 























PERIPHERALS DISCS DISC BOXES 
Replacement mouse + mouse Quantity 10 20 s 100 
holder + mouse mat £29.95] |35 0600 ls 40 Holder Lockable | 6599 
Four Player Adaptor 595| Unbranded £799 499 esso csoso| |35 80 Holder Lockable | 799 
Mouse Mat £4.95 525 50 Holder Lockable | 6499 
Joystick Extender. 555] |35-0500 s25 120 Holder Lockable 8.99 
Dust Cover £495 | [Sony Brandedetis9 62299 45499 £99.99 





























POST AND PACKING FREE IN UK OVE! 
id price change without notice. at time of goin 


nal calle: 











S К & М COMPUTERS 


** THE BEST SOFTWARE * * THE BEST SERVICE** 


AMIGA AMIGA AMIGA SEGA 

|688 Submarine.....16.90 Sim Earth * 19.90 Amstrad/Spectrum/ Sega Master.....79.00 
|Adv. Ski Sim 499 Prince 16.90 00 3.99 |c 64 Sega Master +..99.00 
|After the War 13.90 Jane seymour” ....16.90 Better Maths 18.99 | Shadow Warrior 6.90 10.90 | Sega Super ....129.00 
Anarchy * 16.90 Plotting * 16.90 Better Spelling .....18.99 | Midnight НевЛапсе 6.90 10.90 | 3D Glasses.......39.00 
Ant Heads Fire and Discover maths.....13.90 | Sly Spy * 6.90 10.90 | Light Gun 

(1Meg) 1199 Forget 2" 1690 Junior Typist .........13.90 | Bloodwyche 6.90 10.90 |+ Game 4400 
Fes 1990 Murder? .........Phone  MagicMaths... 18.99 |ChaseHQ2* 690 10.90 Control Pad ....6.90 
Budokan 1690 UMS2* 19.90 Fun School 2 | Turrican 6.90 10.90 | Rapid Fire Int......5.90 
Beast 2 * .....Phone U6, 6-8, or 8+ ......13.90 | Klax 6.90 10.90| Sega Power 
































Buggy Boy 8.99 [| мот neeasen дт ӘРІ! Book 4-9......13.90 |B.T.T.Future2* 6.90 10.90 Раск 6.90 






Bad Cat 4.99 13-8-90 | Mathstalk 16.90 |Castie Master 6.90 10.90 30 Zaxxon.......27.90 
Boulderdash 499 | ит вк sewr он | Kidstalk 16.90 | Rainbow Island 6.90 10.90 Action Fighter ..11.90. 
ВМХ Simulator 4.99 тан 0f кезене | Int 3D Tennis 6.90 10.90 | Afterburner 27.90 
Captain Blood.........4.99 Е BUSINESS % __ | Alien Syndrome 27.90 
|Conflict Europe.....16.90 Kaiser 35.90 Protext V4. 5495 АМІСА А500 Altered Beast....27.90 
Colony 1990 SC! Prodata(1Meg).5795| 17-242 ог Assault City *....27.90 
Combo Racer .......16.90 (Chase НО 2)".....16.90 X-Cad Designer....99.99 BattleOutrun *...27.90 
Champ. of Ports of Call *.......16.90 AMOS 3999 | FANTASY INC 10 |a Belt 2390 
Krynn 19.90 Formula 1 3D * Phone Digicalc 26.95 BLANK DISKS Bomber Raid ....27.90 
ID. Master Editor ......8.99 Magic Fly *. 16.90 | ЕЗ79.00 || Californian 


ID.Mast Hint Book ...8.99 Oops Up * 1690 ACCESSORIES | 
Days of Weltris 8. 16.90 Amiga Power РК ..47.95 
Thunder *......Phone Sly Spy 16.90 Spectrum 48/128 | 


> | Games. 27.90 
ALSO FITTED 1 |CasinoGame..27.90 


MEG UPGRADE в | Chase НО......27.90 




















































Damocles 16.90 Shadow Warrior....16.90 Power Pack 9.99 || Cloudmaster.....27.90 
Emlyn Hughes.......16.90 Back to the Cassette Recorder & | DUNGEON MASTER Double 

Fast Break 16.90 Future 2* 16.90 leads for Spectrum £445.00 Dragon 27.90 
Flood 16,90 Wings * 13.90 +3/Amstrad 6128 ..24.95 |- Dynamic Dux....27.90 
F19 St Fighter *....19.90 Venom Wings *....13.90 C64 datarecorder .24.95 | Enduro Racer .....9.90 
Gunship 16.90 Chuck Yeagers*..16.90 C64 Power Supply24.95 | 221908 7.95 | Fantasy Zone....11.90 
Harley Davidson ...19.90 Atari Lynx Amstrad MP2 Mod29.95 | рго5000 13.95 | Fantasy Zone 2 27.90 
Inoperium 16.90 Lynx Console......177.00 | Копік Speedking 9.95 | Galaxy Рогсе....27.90 
Int 3D Tennis 16.90 Blue Lightning.......28.90 | Navigator 13.95 Ghostbusters....27.90 
[Joan of Arc 8.99 ChipsChallenge..2890 | AMIGA 2ND Warp 1 16.99 | Golden Axe ......27.90 
Lost patrol. 16.90 Electrocop 2890 | DRIVE WITH | etfihgter 14.95 | My Hero. 16.90 
Midnight Gate/Zendecon.....28.90 | RVF HONDA [Cruser 9.50 | Outrun 27.90 
Resistance * 16.90 Gauniet 3... 32.90 THE BEAST Cruiser Auto 12.50 | Operation Wolf .27.90 
Midwinter 19.90 Rampage 3290 | krer orr | Phantasy Star...27.90 
North and South ...16.90 HINTS/CLUE BATTLE | B ч E R-Type. 27.90 
Red Storm EE | souapron {2:2 discs wath fC Grand Prix 2790 
Rising 1690 688 Submarine.....5.90 | SR y goo [labels 40р each|stiobi 27.90 
Stargoose 4.99 Bards Tale 1 5.90 226 minimum order || Space harrier....27.90 
IStarblade 16.90 Bards Tale 2 5.90 Slapshot * 27.90 
тит! 1390 Bards Tale 3 5.90 | 20 discs Tennis Ace......27.90 
Tusker. 16.90 Deathlord Бао Мә Protector 18.96 Thunderblade ..27.90 
[Their Finest Dragon Wars 7.90 Printer leads E — | Vigilante. 27.90 
Hour. 19.90 Dragon Master.....8.90 forAmiga/ST/IBM ....5.99 AMIGA ишаны 23.90 
Venus Fly Trap *...13.90 Champ of Krynn ....8.90 Monitor Stand .......18.99 желер World Games 8 23.90 
Khalaan 16.90 Azure Bonds 890 4 Player Adaptor....5.99 | sous crocz ав. ss || World Soccer...23.90 
Life and Death *....16.90 Dragons of Flame...5.90 Dust Covers from....4.50 мути съоск 57.95 || Zillion 23.90 
Sherman M4 16.90 Indiana Jones 5.90 Ribbon Re-Fresh...7.99|wira ронском Zillion 2. 23.90 
Титісап 1390 Might and Mouse Mate ert ES aaa таа 
Matrix Marauder ...13.90 Magic 2 5.90 |мітн DRAGONS PRINTER 
Kick Off 2 *. 13.90 Heroes DT Lance ...5.90 - raria 79.95 

КОН 2 World LSuit Larry 1 890 | MAIL ORDER |скоск/овасон | RIBBONS 
Cup 16.90 aE 89 | ONLY SHOP ны, >| АБЫ 
Robocop 1 apinaa qd WITH KICK OFF 

Karate Kid 771990 SecSiverBade. 790 | PRICES VARY Шаа | ЕЕЕ 








ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT K&M COMPUTERS (ACE 1) РНОМЕ 0695- 
140 SANDY LANE CENTRE 29046 


PLEASE ADD £1 P&P SKELMERSDALE FAX 0695- 
TO ALL ORDERS LANCS WN8 8LH 50673 














8-14 SEPTEMBER 


WEEK'S RELEASES AT A GLANCE 
Thalion: Dragonflight (ST, 
Amiga £34.99). RPG set in fan- 
tasyworld. 
Microprose: Silent Service 2 
(PC). Follow up to successful. 
submarine simulation. 

Micro Style: Oriental Games 
(ST £24.99, Spectrum (9.99 
tape. £14.99 disk, CPC £14.99 
tape, (19.99 disk). More mar- 
lal arts antics. 
Accolade: Bar Games (Amiga. 
£24.99). Collection of "tradi- 
tional’ pub games on comput- 
er. Doesn't include ‘Bunnies’, 
"Spoof', or anything involving 
drinking forfeits. 
Inhido: (PC £29.99). Board 
game style program with an 
Oriental flavour. 


Saturday 8 
Core Design will be making a per 
sonal appearance at the Virgin 
Games Centre complete with its 
Corporation digltiser. Н you want to 
have yourself featured in your copy 
of Corporation, be at 100 Oxford 
Street today (further details in our 
Dealers section), 

Sunday 9 

Monday 10 

Tuesday 11 

Wednesday 12 

Thursday 13 

You think it's been hot this summer? 
On this day in 1922, a record tem- 
perature of 58 C (136.4 F) was 
recorded in El Azizia in Libya. 
Computer Entertainment Show 
begins at Earl's Court (trade-only 
day) 

Friday 14 

CES second trade only day at Earl's 
Court 

Saturday 15 

Battle of Britain Day. Independence 
Day, Costa Rica. Anniversary of the 
first publication of The Sun. 
Computer Entertainment Show 
opens to the general public at Earl's 


Court Exhibition Centre, London, 
10.00am, tickets £5.00 (unless 
you've got a £1 discount voucher 
from this month's cover - see page 
26) 

Sunday 16 

Independence Day, Mexico. Last day 
of the Computer Entertainment 
Show at Earl's Court. 

Monday 17 


Tuesday 18 
Independence Day, Chile. Birthday 


WEEK'S RELEASES AT A GLANCE 
Accolade: Altered Destiny (PC 
£29.99). You play the ardhety- 
pel Mr Average in an екріс- 
ration based quest set in 
fantasy world. Star Control 
(PC £29.99), 30 combat in. 
outer space. 

Image Works: Teenage Mutant 
Mero Turtles (PC £29.99, 








WEEK'S RELEASES AT A GLANCE 


Accolade: Jack Nicklaus 
Unlimited Course Design 
(Amiga). Play on Nicklaus's 
‘own courses, or design some 
of your own. ishído (Amiga 
£24.99). Oriental board game. 
Elvira, Mistress of the Dark 
(57. Amiga £24.99). The larger 
‘than life camp horror queen 
makes it on to the small 


Entertainment International 


(ST £19.99, Amiga, PC £24.99) 
‘Someone has died. Suicide or 
murder? You play the detec- 
tive on the case, 

US Gold: Operation Harrier (ST 
£19.99, Amiga, РС £24.98), 
Latest from the programmers 
of Rotax. Vaccine (ST £19.99, 
Amiga, PC £24.99). Defend 
your own bodyagainst mutant 
virus. 


Micro Style: International 


Amiga). Futuristic warfare, 
with you as sole survivor of 
the universe, out for revenge. 


of Peter Shilton, England goalkeep- 
er, 1949. 

Wednesday 19 

Anniversary of the screening of the 
first cartoon ‘talkie’: Walt Disney's 


| pink pages | 


Steamboat Willie, starring Mickey 
Mouse, in 1928. 

Thursday 20 

Jewish New Year 5751 (Rosh 
Hashanah) 

Friday 21 

National Day, Malta. 

Saturday 22 

Sunday 23 

National Day, Saudi Arabia, First day 
‘of autumn. Anniversary of the first 
Ceefax transmission, 1974. Birthday 
of Bruce Springsteen, 1949, 
Monday 24 

Mt Everest climbed from the south 
west face for the first time, by. 
Dougal Haston and Doug Scott, 
1975. 

Tuesday 25 

Wednesday 26 

Thursday 27 

Friday 28 

Saturday 29 

Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur) 
Sunday 30 

National Day, Botswana, 
Anniversary of the start of Radio 1, 
1967, 


OCTOBER 
Monday 1 

Republic Day, Nigeria, 
China, Independence Day, Cyprus. 
Beginning of the pheasant shooting 
season. 

Tuesday 2 

Wednesday 3 

Thursday 4 

Independence Day, Lesotho. 
Tabernacles (Succoth) 

Friday 5 

Birthday of Sir Bob Geldof, 1954. 
Saturday 6 

Anniversary of the first publication 
of The Independent. 


Sunday 7 


29 SEPT - 7 OCT 


WEEK'S RELEASES AT A GLANCE 
Accolade: Stratego (PC. 
£29.99). More oriental strato- 
gy. Search for the King (Amiga 
424.99) Humorous adventure- 
style game. 

Firebird: Fireball (ST, Amiga 
£24.99) 








Elite: Gremlins 2 (PC £24.99) 
World Championship Soccer 
(PC £24.99). Another con- 

tender in this overcrowded 
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TOFWARE INTERNATIONAL 


TOFWARE INTERNATIONAL, 11 Barney Gardens, Bolbeck Parc, MK1 5AQD Milton Keynes| 


Visa and Mastercard accepted Fax: 0733-371703 


FREE ORDER PHONE: 0800-898 455 








GAMES PACK VOL. 1 
10 Disks packed with 
30 beautiful games 


GAMES PACK VOL. II 
10 Disks packed with 11 big aot 


£16.00 


exciting games £16.00 
STAR TREK 

the game of the movie 3 disks £ 3.00 
RETURN TO EARTH 

game, 1disk £ 300 
SONIX SOUND PACK 


10 disks with sound sampling, demo's, 
and great music. 10 disks £ 18.00 


SUPER SEX PACK 
10 disks packed with the most 
beautiful girls including the best 
animation. £16.00 


STARTERS PACKAGE 
10 disks packed with tips, tricks, 
CU help, DEMOS etc. £16.00 


SUPER PROGRAMMERS PACKAGE 
15 disks with CAD-CAM, household 
programms, anti-vrus, games and 
utilities. A German magazine had 
tested this package and wrote: 

“the quality of the programms is 

“good to very good". 15 disks £22.00 


FRED FISH VOL. 1 
Number 245 10260 
15 disks at a price of £22.00 

FRED FISH VOL. Il 
Number 261 to 280 
20 disks at £27.50 

FRED FISH VOL. ІІ 
Number 281 to 300 


20 disks at £27.50 












NEW NEW NEW NEW 


SEXY Packages 


Sexy Girls Vol 1/6 


per volume 


7 disks £10, 


Lovin Pam 2 
Sexy Hexies = 
Miss all bare America 1 
Pam from California 2 
Summer night games 1 








NEW PACKAGES: 


FRED FISH VOL. IV 
Number 301 to 320 
20 disks at 


FRED FISH VOL. V 
Number 321 to 340 





Jack the Nipper 1 


NEWSFLASH, 

















20 disks at 
amonthly diskmagazine with great тий 
AMIGA TAIFUN PACK I graphics, reviews, programms, tips and 
Number 110 to 120 tricks and many more. 
10 disks at £16.00 
x Subscription 6 months £ 25.00 
AMIGA KICKSTART PACK I Subscription 12 months £ 45.00 
Number 181 to 192 
11 disks at £18.00 Introduction: Newsflash Issue 
July and August now £ 5.00 
rr: 


HOW TO ORDER 


Call our freephone 0800-898 455 
fofware International Dept.) 
the goods by firstclass post (C.0.P.) 






We accept Visa and Mastercard. 


All prices are inclusive VAT. 





Tofware International * 
11 Barney Gardens 
Bolbeck Parc 

МКТ 5AQD Milton Keynes 


Please add £ 2.50 to total order 
Tor post and package 
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АӘУЕПСИЗЕМПЕ 


Welcome to our new home! During the next 





few months, 


І be expanding this section to 
include more pages, gossip, news, and тї 





reviews of adventure software for all lovers of 
the straight and narrow path. And if you've 
got any queries, contributions, suggestions, 

or requests let me have them! Write to me at 
the usual ACE address (see the contents page) 


and I'll do what I can... 


Our solution continued, 
from Mike Bareham 


Now that you have all four characters 
together go out of the door and walk back. 
to 13th Ave. Walk to the bus and switch to 
Annie. Pick up the blotter and the plastic 
card then out of the door to the bus. Switch 
o Zak and use the kazoo, then use the cash- 
card in the card reader when the door 
‘opens. Switch to Annie and use the cashcard. 
in the card reader. Still as Annie use the 
reservations terminal and buy a ticket to 
London, Go to the plane and walk through 
the automatic doors. 

‘Switch to Zak and use the reservations 
terminal to buy a ticket to Miami, then walk 
to the plane. Give the book to the bum and 
he will give you a bottle of whiskey and 
return the book too.Buy a ticket to Cairo 
then walk to the plane. Buy a ticket to 
Katmandu then walk to the plane. 

Walk outside then give the book to the 
guard, who will then open the door for you. 
Through the door, listen to what the Guru 
has to say then go back outside. Walk to the 
right of the bale of hay and use the lighter 
‘on it then walk to the left to the jail and 
pick up the flagpole, Go back to the yak and 
use the cashcard on the licence plate. 

Buy a ticket to Kinshasa then walk to the 
plane. Next walk through the jungle until 
You come out of it (any direction will do) 
then enter the shamen's hut. Give the golf 
club to the shamen and he will take you 
outside where the shamen and other 
natives will dance around the fire. When 
they stop they will bob up and down. You 
must now make a note of the order in which 
‘they bob up and down as you will need it 
later. Go back through the jungle to the air- 


port. 

Buy a ticket to Cairo then walk to the 
plane. Buy a ticket to London then walk to 
the plane. Buy a ticket to San Fransico then 
walk to the plane. Buy a ticket to Lima then 
walk to the plane. 

Walk through the jungle as before until 
you get out of it. Use the bread crumbs on 
the bird feeder and the blue crystal on the 
bird. You can now control the movements of 
the bird. Fly to the left eye of the huge carv- 
ing to the right and pick up the scroll. Now 
fly back to Zak. Walk through the jungle as 
quickly as possible back to the airport. 

Buy a ticket to Mexico then walk through 
the doors. Walk through the jungle again 
until you reach a clearing which has three 
temple entrances. Enter any of the 
‘entrances and use the map map enclosed 
called "Mexico Temple" to find your way 
around. You will have to use the “What is” 
command to find torches to light so that 
you can see where you are going. Find the 
room on the map called the crystal shard 
and make your way to Н. When the room is 
found switch to Leslie. 


CHRONOQUEST 


D.G. Lyndon reaches the end 
of the road... 


MEXICO: 
Machine - east twice. 

Trunk - look at base of trunk, get necklace, 
north twice. 

Statue - look at stairs, turn disc on statue's 
hand, get key, west. 
Jungle - west, sw, south. 

Maya - Use necklace on Maya warrior then 
ne, п, ne, ne, пе, п, n, nw, nee. 

Pyramid - use leather gloves on bush, use 
ring in hole in slab, wait time until 13:00. 
look temple door, use bone in left hole in 


door frame, then up. 
Chamber - use key on keyhole, look in chest, 
pick up punch card, down, w, sw, зе, se, s, s. 
т BW, SW sw. З, 6, ө. 
Machine - up, push switch. 


‘CHATEAU: 
Machine - south, 

Library - get stone and photo, north, 
Machine - up, push switch, use punch card in 
slot, 


THE FUTURE: 
Machine - push buttons on control panel, 
use stone on guard's nose, get uniform and 
strange key, use uniform, north, e, e, n, n, 
W. Push panel with circle and cross (left side. 
of machine), use leather gloves on fuses, e, 
ss 

Cell - use strange key on box next to east 
door (bottom right screen), 

Richard then gives himself up and that's all. 
‘there is to It 


CORRUPTION 


Getting started with Alexis 
Kofteros, Cyprus 


9.00: Go to the cubicle, Open cistern and get 
bag. Go to the dealing room then find your 
BMW. Open the glove compartment and get. 
screwdriver. Exit car. Smash Volvo's window 
with screwdriver. Enter Volvo and get fold- 
<<. Exit folder and read the Affadavit. Open 
bag. Examine powder and drop bag. 

3.45: David will enter and he'll get the pow- 
der. Go to Theresa's office and wait until she 
leaves. Get letter. Open drawer and get 
brass key. Unlock door with brass key and 
enter your partner's office, Get tape. Go to 
margaret's office and get envelope. Read 
envelope and cheque, then enter your. 
office. Open cabinet and get certificate, 
Now you have all the evidence that could 
send you to jail. Go to your BMW and put 
tape in stereo, Get tape, return to 
Margaret's office. Wait until 11.25. 


BARDS TALE I 


Hints & Tips from R. G. 
Lewis 


Explore everywhere. Start with the town 
then the sewers (4 levels). Then go to the 
catacombs (2 levels), the castle (3 levels), 
Kyleran's tower (1 level) and finally 
Mangar's tower (5 levels). 


band and get them up to archmage quickly. 
Its also useful to have а bard, а monk, а 


"GRSU^. This gives you a greater demon 
which is very useful. 
If you have a large fight, use one mage to 


ver triangle in a room on its own. When you 
come across a crystal statue it will keep. 
returning to life after you kill it unless you 
are using the crystal sword. 

ion you кіп teri towar ge tet 
sewers then from the cellar “16N, 
175, 30". This will take you to the long 


stairs going up which you should take to 
get you to the gate of Mangar's tower. 
You ought to be at least level 20 before 
‘tackling Mangar's tower, and have two arch- 
mages. Explore all levels of the tower to 
find seven words which will form a message 


‘Approach the leader of the gang who will 
ask what you want. Type "move your bikes" 
and he will reply "and who is going to make 
us". One of the gang will try to grab you. 


Go back to the coffee shop and talk to the 


‘owner. He will thank you. Notify dispatch оҒ 


irvout trays. Put in memo to transfer to nar- 
cotics. Place memo in іп tray and return to. 
patrol. 

Your next call will be to a drunk driver. 


give you information on the 
you arrive at the suspect's car type “smell”, 
‘then “examine licence”. Return Tell 


your suspect to "get out" then type “FST”. 
The suspect will blow into the bag. Then. 
"cuff him”. The man will ask you to cuff him 
at the front. Type “no”. Then type “read 
suspect”. Tell him to fol- 

low you to the car. Open door and tell sus- 
pect to get in. Notify dispatch and go to jail. 

When you arrive at the jail, open the door 
and tell your suspect to follow you, 


button on the wall. The jailer will open the. 
door. 

Enter and he will ask you what the charge 
is, Type "drunk and driving”. You must tell 
the jailer to book the suspect. Then type 
"remove cuffs" and put him in сей. The jall- 
‘er will have a message for you. Do as he 
requests. 














THE HI-TECH GAMES ZONE 
Console & 16 Bit Specialists. 


Sega Megadrive, PC Engine, Atari Lynx, Nintendo Ent 





Mastersystem, Atari 2600 & 7800 systems, Game & 
Atari ST & IBM PC Software & Hardware. 
Megadrive, Megademo over 20 games 
demonstrated on thr tape ONLY £4.99 1! 
% SEGA MEGADRIVE £154.99 + £3.50 p&p * 
WITH A GAME £184.99 +P&P 
(Ом megadrive run Japanese and American Software) 

Send SAE and tell us which maching/s you are interested in. Weil send you а 
detailed catalogue by return роз!" leave your name 8 address on our 24 hour 
‘answerphone service (Number below) 

Open 7 days а week 10am-7pm. 24 hour answerphone. 

The Hi- Tech Games Zone, РО Box 13, Feltham, Middlesex, TW14 886. 
TELEPHONE 081-890-0807 
The HI-TECH GAMES ZONE is а Му Authorised Nintendo Dealer (Supported by 
SERIF, the UK Distributors of NINTENDO] 


153 White Hart Lane, Barnes. SW13 OPJ 
Tel : 081-876-5501 


Sega Mega Drive Pal £129.99 
Sega Megadrive Scart £119.99 
PC Engine Super Grafx (Pal) £199.99 
Game Boy £59.99 
Neo Geo (Imported) £299.99 


* SPECIAL OFFER * NEO GEO GAMES £120.00 


NEW MEGADRIVE GAMES 


Eswat £30.00 
Flying Shark £29.00 
Batman £33.00 
Phelios £30.00 
Whiprush £30.00 
Rastan Saga 2 £30.00 
Four King of Devil £30.00 


MegadriveJapanese magazines only £7. 


Also Special offers on PC Engine Games call now for 
all your consoling needs on 081-876-5501 
CHEQUE/PO TO C.E.S 


Please add £5 РР for machine. £1 for games. All 
above subject to availability. 











FREE 


= 
POSTAGE 


[AMIGA A500 

[Every Amiga sold includes: 
Workbench’. Extras disk, Tutorial 
|disk all with manuals. Full one year 
warranty 

land mouse, tree 

ITV modulator with 

cables. 

£349 ine 


ICLAIM FREE GAME WHEN YOU 
[BUY AN AMIGA/STE PACK 
AMIGA PACKS 

BATMAN 

Batman the Movie 

New Zealand Story 

F18 Interceptor 

land Deluxe Paint 2 

(5365 inc 


FLIGHT OF FANTASY 
|F29 Retaliator 

| Rainbow Islands 

Deluxe paint 2 

[Escape from the Robot Monsters 
[£358 inc 


|SCREEN GEMS 

[Back to the future 2, Shadow of the 
| Beast 2, Days of Thunder, Night 
lbreed, Deluxe Paint 2 

e369 ine New! 


АТАН! STFM DISCOVERY PACK 
|520 ТЕМ built in Power Supply, 1 
|Meg Drive, Mouse, First Basic, STOS, 
Bomb Jack, Outrun, Carrier Command 
land Space Harrier 

[£265 Inc 


ATARI STE POWER PACK 

|520 STEM built in Power Supply, 1 
|Meg Drive, Mouse, First Basic, Music 
maker, Joystick and 20 other tiles of 
|software including Gauntlet 2, 
Predator, R-Type, Super hang on and 
IXenon. 





POWER COMPUTING 
|240 DRIVES 

[Enables/Disbale switch. Through port. 
|AMIGA £69 INC 
|ATARI £77 INC 


MES. 
[RAM UPGRADE 

|5МВ Expansion. Enable/Disable 
[switch plus £5 tor clock 
AMIGA £49 INC 


|FREE GAME OR MOUSE МАТ 
With every software over 




















STATE OF THE ART 


Sotiware 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE POSTAGE AND PACKING 
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NEW SHOP NOW OPEN. CALLERS WELCOME. 
(0742) 758100 OR (0742) 700310 
FAX NO (0742) 757501 
EVENING HOTLINE (6-10PM) (0742) 424230 





STATE OF THE ART HAS SOMEONE 

TO ANSWER YOUR CALL FROM ЗАМ 

TO 10PM, RING NOW FOR THE BEST 
‘SERVICE AROUND. 


AMIGA ST AND PC CLUB SPECAIL 
OFFERS, SPECIAL PRICES, ONLY 55 
ТО JOIN WHEN YOU MAKE A 
PURCHASE. COMES OUT EVERY 2 
MONTHS WITH NEWS LETTER AND 
REVIEWS 


UNRELEASED TITLES WILL BE SENT 
WITHIN 24 HOURS OF RELEASE DATE| 











ACCESS OR VISA CARDS ACCEPTED. 





‘TO ORDER SEND POSTAL ORDER OR | 
‘CHEQUE ТО: 
‘STATE OF THE ART, 

















CONSOLE 


Yourself 














Programmers, artists and musicians required for major 
licenced projects across all the major home computer 
systems and console machines. Top rate salaries, 
financial security, programming support and flexible 
working enviroment. 


Please contact or wite in confidence enclosing a C.V to 


Fergus McGovern 

PROBE SOFTWARE LIMITED 

38-42 Tamworth Ad., 
+ Surrey. CRO 1XU 





Ты : 081-680-4142 





| INHOUSE PROGRAMMER 


Electronic Arts is looking for experienced 
programmers to join in the growth of it's in - house 
programming team. Candidates should have a proven 
back ground in 16 Bit software and should be fluent 
in 'c', 68000 and 80X86 assembler. 


The qualified candidate will be programming games 
for 16 Bit machines using the latest technology and 
must be enthusiastic about Entertainment 
Software. They must also be highly self motivated апа) 

able to work in a very competitive industry. 


Electronic Arts porvides a comprehensive 

employment package. Salary is negotiable, depending} 

upon experience and includes a bonus scheme and 
private medical cover. 


Qualified applicants should send a C.V for the 
attention of C. McLanghlan at : 
Electronic Arts, Langley Business Centre, 
11-49 Station Rd., Langley, 

Slough. 

Berks. SL3 8YN 
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PROVEN WORLD LEADERS ІМ 16 
FUTURE НО 
PSYGNOSIS ARE ALREADY DEVI 


N 





SOFTWARE WE ARE NOW EXPANDING INTO THE 


ENTE INMENT SYSTEMS. 

SOFTWARE FOR LEADING EDGE SYSTEMS 
SUCH АЗАМІСА CDTV 

F ШЕМ TOWNS CD, 


N "ENGINE CD ROM 
ЕСА GENESIS 
NINTENDO 16 BIT CONSOLE 


| If you want to be part of the Future and feel your skills as a creative programmer, artist or musician 
on 16 bit machines, including Amiga and ST, are something we should hear about, come and have 
an informal chat with us on Stand G12 at the CES Show 
(Earls Court, 13-16 Sept) 
We look forward to meeting you. 
Contact lan Hetherington, Psygnosis Ltd., South Harrington Building, Sefton Street, Liverpool 
L3 480 


Tel: 051-709-5755 
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1990 ТОР TENS 


The ACE Charts system kicks off in 
its new Pink Position by giving 
you the definitive list of top scor- 
ing games as reviewed by ALL 
British games magazines. These 
are the high scorers so far in 

1990. 


ыны: 














COMMODORE 64 


Batman Ocean 
Intal 30 Tennis Palaco 
Turbo Outrun US Gold 
Turrican. Rainbow Arts 
Rainbow Islands Ocean 
Piimbo's Quest — System? 
Myth System 3 
Vendetta System 3 
Buggy Boy Encore 










РҮҮНҮН? 





нини 















Ghosts'n'Goblins encore 2 
sim City intogrames feb 

Space Rogue origin bun 

Op Thunderbolt Ocean Mar 

Tower of Babel Rainbird м 

AMSTRAD CPC к она Anco sep 
Xenon it Megablast image Works Dee 

Batman -the Movie Ocean асі, ал ты 
Dec 


Cecco Collection Hewson. 
Klax Domark 
Myth System 3 
Christmas Collection Hewson 
Chase HO Ocean 
Scapeghost Level 
Ghostbusters n Activision 
Dynamite Dux Activision 
Ikari Warriors Encore 





чөн wah aly 1990m e art SPECTRUM 
aw forthe Wer Cup eases. Head over Peels НИ Squad 
AMSTRAD CPC ЖА, 
Sent Cor Rann Mare Style Midnight Resistance Ocean 
=r, sar 
Ceco Collection Hewson a  EcapeRobot Monsters 
Klan бот 86.46 eres i 
Maly 1990 US Gold 84.84 айсы яра 
жолы = 
ы Машат at Orhi Footbal! 
‘Seiad mort нена for тем ihe 
ramon) трдн and wer sian dia dw Из 
Dome мей теснина kias The YOU" Sect autumn eles, 
Бен и 
lis t Wow l^ oen worth ad Over Heel has even 
dita Managed to score асту he 
Same as last тін 
ATARI ST 
Kich ОН 2 Anco 32.5 
Sim СНУ intogrames 91.33 
Monty Python Virgin 8575 
reach 2 pressions ва 
Flood Electronic Arts 3.59 
Prcompitey new top fe for 
the ST Sim Cry and ki O2 
ove, ares fers 


ЕРНІ 


IBM РС 
бо Kick OF 2 and Turan 
hve had to mowe 
north tat of 


онт ЭР! PGA Golf in here Data collated and caikulated 
fer the second month running іл Ваната Qualis 
ard locks tke a good solid tuy Profesional 


Feb 
Sep 
May 
Sep 
Sep 
Jan 
May 
May 
Sep 
Aug 
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КОК SALE 





SPECTRUM 128K £140 Interface 
50+ games, joystick Tol: Aster 
Арт 081-440-9798 


ATARI S29STFM for sale, 
Immaculate condition, includes 12 
‘games, 50 blank disks, 2 joysticks, 
22 magazines. £280. Tel: 0273. 
p 


ST ORIGINALS, 40 Ties £3.15 
апо ots of mags also. 

ling! 040m, printer and games 
£400. тө. Philip 0277-218616. 


ATARI ST hard disk ve bis » 
places, most card £50 SCSI card 
75 case £35 40 Mog drive £180 
1910496272092 


COMMODORE C64 word cup. 
pack unwanted present never used 
‘orginal packing ай accessores 1 
year guaranteed stil тер өс 
Bargain C120 ono Тө: 0322 
294635 (еее) 


PC ENGINE games for sale 
Gunhead, R- Type, Dragon Sprit 
‘Altered Boast. Space Harner 
Stunning condition £20 Tot 0404: 
722598 Quick! 


AMIGA ACTION replay cartridge 
вй іп original box опу 645. No 
Offers Cal 0737-833106 (24 hrs) 
2.57 disks 50p each 


AMIGA GAMES for saio; including 
Future Ware, Kings Quest Triogy 
апа Dragons Breath, Ring Davi 
оп 091 2724890 ім detalis. 


AMIGA original games. F16 
Starplder 2 Honda RVF Nihon 
ОМ? 2 Ferran Е) Lombard Bal 
‘Gunship also Robot Arm Tel 0348- 
873738. 


BARGAIN C64 Accessories Inc 
disk drive, games, books and 
Joystick approx value: £450, Tel 
0782.323562 fr ful ist £150. 


MEGADRIVE « 8 ties Ghouls and 
Ghosts Super Hang On, Super 
Shinobi. Golden Axe = 4 more mint 
‘condition scart or pal £250, Тө: 
0272784625 alter Эрт. 


NEC PC Engine with Dungeon. 
Explore, Vigilante, Final Lap and 5 
Player Adaptor ЕТС оте £169 non 


Te 0722-23009 


‘SPECTRUM +3 ust serviced £210. 
o games, Robocop, Eite. Sentinel, 
Spare Power pack, Free Tape 
lead. £115 109774715140, 


WINNER, Horse racing program. 
for Atari ST 520, easy to use, 
‘orginal, single sided disk £10 
Winter 18 Cypress Сове, 
Wokingnam 


A500 Memory Expansion £400 
gamas 40 Blank disks, 3 joysticks 
AJ necessities TV Modulator 
Manuals etc. £400 Tei Bi 021 
4758230 


AMIGA SOFTWARE and 
Hardware tor sale. Memory 
Modem pentar software worn 
over £380 please ring 0628-34362 
tor more detaia 


AMIGA GAMES Boxing Managers 
Time and magic £7 Fitur Wars 27, 
Ках £7 Castle master £7 Now 
Zealand Story £4 + More Tel 
Andrew 081-880-1750 


AMSTRAD CPC464 for sale at 
£200 wih joystick, colour monitor, 
20 games. 14 months oid wort 
E400. Tel Dishad at 071-708-3328. 


COMMODORE C&4C/1541 Disk 
rive Load i datasette сүзі. 
software, disks, саззетөв exper. 
reset €2300n0 unused load t 
atasete £25 To 071-476-9314. 


PENPALS 





AMIGA NEWS Wrta to: Na 32 
Akcabury case Postale 234 CH 
700V Carsanne 22. Susse. 


AMIGA contacts wanted Woridwde 
Wte c. Stephen 24 Малала St 
Portland Vic 3305 Australia 


Forget the rest and think ol he 
Bost. Amiga User. Contacts 
wanted Write to: Rashad Zainal 
РО Box 593 manama Bahra 


LYNX GAMEBOY consoles 
Fanzine Tips news send SAE to 


C/A 8 Faraday House Kingstone 
Ra. Wembley Middx НАЗ SAY. 


Send tor Advanced Zat 
‘programming Top Spec Sam zine. 
Reviews interviews competion 

lips ала more 60р + stamp PO Box 
488 Tweedale tolls 


USER GROUPS. 


JOIN ST SOFTWARE CLUB NO. 
CATCHES. FOR MORE 
INFORMATION WRITE TO. 
WILLIAM MOORE 12 WEST 
PARADE NORWICH NRO ЗОН. 


СОМЕ ON Join a second hand 
sofware cub. aready ww 
варад For more hee 
"nformaton Wrte ю W Moore 13 
West Parade, Norwich. НА JON 
DONT MISS OUT. 


HELPLINE 


ATARI ST 68000 and STOS codors 
wanted to help start a new dero 
group. Тө 084237206 or wrte ю 
Stove 1 Charis Field Clone Brit 
Bucks. 


WILL ANYONE до colour pining 
forme from АЛ done on Argh 
tring Dig Paint or Photon Paint? 
Ми pay! Please contact Gavin 
Harms, 38 Ротала arve 
‘Nuneaton, Warks СУТО BHY Print 
outs needed for my GCSE Ал! 


BLOOOWYCH MAPS - t 
Blocdwych Data Maps £5 SAE 
required state game! 96 St Marys 
St Southampton 


HELP wanted in nang Mickey 
Mouse by Gremin tor the Amiga B. 
Carvacho 113 Winchester S 
Panico London SW! 


SAM Owners dom dspair! Send 
lor Advanced ZAT programming. 
РО Box 488 Tweedale Toora 
45U олу 60p + stamp Reviews, 
Intervews adventures more ine Sci 
Fi strip & comps (Also lo 
5сессув) 





Tips ог Solution needed for Kings 
Quest 1 or2 E Schunon PO Box 
182 7TUOAD Coevoiden Holland 


HELP! lurgenty need a space bar 
or cheap keyboard for my Атда 
500 Tel 0462:731665 after брт. 


HELP Needed with Оле and the 
Vindicator on the C64 on Driler 
сал someone tel me how to gain 
access to every sector on the 
Planer? And what are me 
Passwords on the frt level o! me 
Vrdcators? | can aiso пер with 
Te Last Nina and Labyrinth on the 
C64 Any Нер greatly Appreciated 
Contact : M Caste. 9 Kingswood 
ӛте. Craigieburn 3004, Vicor, 
‘Australia ULTIMA 6 НЕР! Send 
wi Large SAE to. Gavin Harnas 
За Portand Drive. Nuneaton, 
Wara. CV10 SHY. 


Н would someone out moro 
please lei mo how lo use pokes on 
те C64 (cass) Wie lo Peter M. 
194 Walton Vilago. Watton, 
Liverpool 4. L4 GTW 

HELP WANTED for new Amiga. 
‘User contact M Рица 17 Cwngell 
Ra.. Moron Swansea SAB 7PD, 


MEGADRIVE OWNERS нер i 


| needed to complete a Questionaire 


on Megane Wine to D Holmes. 
140 Sutton Ra, Shrewsbury 
Shops. 


NEEDED ONE Space не Tape 
for Алгаа СРС 464 Wil pay or 
tape also any omer Space Shumo 
ons 


CONTACTS WANTED Wto to 687 
igh Ра. Seven Kings Mord 
Ensen. Tat: 081-500-4214 London. 
UK also cheats fo: games. 


NEED HELP WITH AMIGA. 
GAMES? И во then send £2 or 
SAE tor disk Fanzine о J Seley, 
T2Moreton Rd . Buckingham 
Bucks, 


PLEASE CAN anyone give me any 
"eta or pokon tor any othe 
totomng Predator Batman the 
'caped Crusader, Eagles Nest Mig 
29 TI Dizzy, F16 Combat Pio 
Fighter Bomber, Stunt Car racer, 
Robocop, R-Type. Platoon Future 
‘Bie Simulator Please Wrte 1o 
Mati Campbell, 4 County Aa. 
Mich. Cambs. 





HELP ME! | desperately need 
Amiga pokes, cheats ec. for any 
‘game 10p per poke. Go on help a 
teow Amga User and feel betler 
orit lain Mecreage, 20 Piveavie 
Place Kirkcaldy, Fite. Ку2 6) 


HELP мел on he folowing 
Nintendo Gameboy games. Tetris. 









ТЕКТЕ "= Largest Stock of Video Games & Carriages For — 
SECU ASTON 


NINTENDO 


CE GAMEBOY 
LYNX 








SEGA EGR DRIVE 
PC SUPER «С?» 


Super mario Land, Tennis, Sokoan 
2 Shanghai, Nemesis, Batman, 
Solar Striker, Aswik Word and 
Dracula. | have also played loads 
more, so may be also wanted, | 
wouid especial Ike to moet 
someone in Sussex lo play 2 
player games. Anyway. Il you 
eed ер or wouid just о lo 
‘swap games etc. please phone 
Peter on 0273-463886. 


? you need help, hintsheets. тара 
ог cheats (Ust of games goes on 
forever) Wit to Stuart Hardy, 33 
Fir Tree drive, Wales, лөө 
531 LZ Ай queries despatched 
as soon ав possible and letters 
‚лов SAE wal have Print 


NOTICE! 
DO YOU 
WANT TO 
BE IN OUR 
READERS 
PAGES? 
YES 
THEN GO 
TO PG.120 
AND FILL 
IN THE 
ENTRY 
FORM AND 
TICK IT IN 
THE 
POST! 








so? 





mel 











ding Video game specialists Send for its (state make of game) 
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iverpool-based City 

Software is kicking off the. 

football season with a 
month-long extravaganza of com- 
petitions and special offers. Тһе 
Store has promised to get its hands 
оп every football game it can to sell 
in the shops, while prizes such as T- 
shirts and badges are on offer to 
winners of its spot-the-ball quick. 
competitions. 

Сау Software is also hoping to 
feature the Sega Megadrive strong- 
ly when that reaches the shops and 
а night out at the movies for two is 
stil available for winners of its Back 
to the Future П rattles. 

In Yorkshire, Computer Store 
outlets are holding a big ‘trivia 
quiz' style competition where the 
prize on offer в a Nintendo. 
Entertainment System, Any pur- 
chase you make from any Computer 
Store branch will come complete. 
with a card bearing four simple 
computer/contole-oriented ques- 
tions. Get the answers right and 
You'll be in the running for the 
Nintendo. 

Computer Stores will also be 
holding special promotional days 
‘throughout September when a par- 
‘ticular software package, or series 
of titles, will have prizes and tree- 
bies thrown in with them when you 
buy. Check with your nearest 
Computer Store outlet (locations 
below) for details of each big prize 
day as they come up. 

There are still plenty of the 
Computer Store Amiga packs to go. 
For the usual selling price of £399, 
you can buy not only Commodore's 
Amiga Botpack or Flight of Fantasy 
pack, but take away £200-worth of 
extra accessories as жей, including 
more software, a mouse and T- 
shirts 

Core Design will be making а 
personal appearance at the Virgin 
Games Centre on Saturday 
September 8, and they're bringing 
their Corporation scanner with 
them. So if you fancy owning a copy 
о! Corporation personalised to 
include your own digitised mug and 
name in the game, be there. 
Normally, your own Corporation 
persona will cost you £2; at Virgin it 
will cost you £1, and that offer lasts 
throughout September. 

Computershops are adding a £1 
gift voucher to every Sunmax 
Zipstick joystick that you buy, and. 
in a back to school frame of mind, 





Our regular column highlighting speci: 





offers around the country. Useful to 
check out before you head for the 


there's a free pencil case going 
with every copy of Database's new 
Fun School 3 sold. 


OUTLETS 
City Software is on Lime Street, 
Liverpool. 

There are Microbyte stores in the 
‘Arndale Centre, Manchester; the 
Broadmarsh Centre, Nottingham; 
Kirkgate, Wakefield; the Metro 
Centre, Gateshead; the. 
Greenmarket, Newcastle Upon Tyne: 
the Kirkgate Centre, Bradford: the 
Bull Ring Centre, Birmingham: the 
‘County Arcade, Leeds; and Pasture 


Games Store outlets іп Carlisle and 
Middlesbrough, which stock role- 
playing games as well as computer 
software. 

Virgin has its Games Centre out: 
lets on London's Oxford Street (at 
Marble Arch, within the Megastore, 
and at no 100) and Bristol, and ано 
in Megastores in Birmingham. 
Brighton, Dublin, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow (at Union St and Argyle St), 
Leeds, and Nottingham. 

‘You can find Computer Shop out- 
lets in the Arndale Centre, 
Manchester; Newcastle, Leeds, 
Preston, Sunderland, Stockton and 
Nottingham, Also part of the 
Computer Shop chain are the two. 
Games Store outlets in Carlisle and 
Middlesbrough. which stock role- 
playing games as well as computer 
software. 

Ай offers and promotions are 
subject to availability of stock. 
Although we do our best to ensure 
‘our dealer promotion information is 
accurate at the time of going to 
press, ACE cannot take any responsi- 
bility for changes or cancellations to 
dealers’ plans. 

Attention dealers! Don't keep 
your promotions, competitions, spe- 
cial offers, etc, a secret. Tell us at 
АСЕ and we'll tell everybody else. 


SHOP 
WATCH 


A new regular section in 
which software seller 
Dirk Longhorn gives a. 
view from the other side 
of the counter. This 
month, could the ST be 
dying out...and why? 


It doesn't seem that long ago 

since Commodore 64 and Atari 

'800XL owners used to congre- 
gate together in our store and argue 
about which was the better comput: 
er. The discussions were sometimes 
tedious, occasionally lucid, and 
invariably childish but there were 
always pointless. Neither group 
wouid alter its opinion, no matter 
what evidence was presented in 
either machine's favour. 

Not long after these happy scenes 
took place, the whole argument. 
became irrelevant. The Atari BOOXL 
began to die, partly due to Atari dis- 
continuing production of the 
machine and partly due to the atti- 
tude of Atari owners. A typical 
Saturday would see several groups 
of Atari owners enter the store 
Together to scan the software racks. 
Their comments were depressingly 
similar: 

"Got it. Got it. Got it. Got it com- 
ing this week. Got it. Had it two 
years ago.. Got it..Got it.” 

This would even apply to new 
releases. The piracy network on the 





Atari 8-bit was so vast that it 
seemed most of the owners got the 
latest titles before the shops. They 
would stand around talking about 
"Happy Cartridges and copies of 
games that were, at that time, unre- 
leased and would occasionally make. 
conversation with us in their smug, 
sneering manner: 

"Have you got Winter Games in 
yer 

"Im sorry, i's not released yet. 

“Isn't it? (Snigger) Oh, I've had it 
for months..." 

Eventually, of course, retailers 
realise that stocking full-price soft- 
ware for the machine was pointless, 
and would stop, With retailers not 
stocking new releases it wasn't long 
before the majority of software 
houses stopped publishing them, 
and that led to the machine taking 
its place in the computer graveyard 
alongside the Oric, Dragon, (origi 
nal) Lynx, and all the other one-time 
familiar names. 

‘The sad part was that there were 
ond still are) Atari owners who are 
not pirates. They have had to suffer 
for the sins of their peers. 


AND NOW... 
Several years on and we find 
Commodore and Atari owners still 
bitching. Now, though, the argu- 
ments take place in the letters 
columns of magazines and the 
machines are the Amiga and the ST. 
The disturbing thing Is how many 
Atari ST owners have upgraded 
from Atari B-bit machines '..because 
there's no software for them... 
(ever wondered why? 

Equally worrying is the fact that 
the old network stili seems to be 
intact. and there's disturbing evi- 
dence that it may be doing for the 
ST what it did for the BOOXL. 

тв widely believed that the ST 
has (to date) outsold the Amiga in 
this country. Certainly а close look 
at market research indicates that 
‘the machine (despite increasing 
Amiga sales) still has a larger user 
base than the Commodore machine 
in the UK. Why then, despite the 
majority of ‘big’ titles being (5 
тоге expensive, do we sell FIVE 
TIMES аз much Amiga software as 
s 

{know that we are not along in 
this respect, and here's a trade 
secret - one of the major software 
houses will release future products 
first on Amiga format, and ONLY if 
it sells well wilt then be released 
on the ST. Deja vu anyone? 

{sincerely hope that the ST does 
not follow it's predecessor into 
oblivion, but И И does. you'll know 
why. 

To change the subject somewhat, 
1 noticed that the September issue 
of ACE carried an update review of 
Red Storm Rising (Amiga version) 
and gave it the fairly low mark of 
503. I realise that reviews are subjec- 
tive, but If you like Microprose type 
games don't be too put off - m. 
absolutely hooked on it. 
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ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
MICROMANNICA 


HE itis...a list of those vital topics that 

He upmarket gamester needs to have 
at his command. Just because you thrashed the 
host at twoplayer Tetris doesn't mean you'll be 
the star of the party. No chum, you need know- 
how. And here it is. 

Each entry has a brief explanation, followed by 
a reference to an issue, so that you can hunt. 
down the full lucid, indepth, ACE assessment. 

If, however, you missed an issue because you 
were abroad on a covert SAS operation, or nurs 
ing a sick relative in Botswana, or some other. 
unlikely excuse, fret no longer. Back issues are 
available for all issues from ACE 4 inclusive 
(except ACE 11) at the giveaway price of 52,50 
each in the UK and £3.50 each for overseas. 
These prices include post and packaging (sur 
ace mail), Overseas readers wanting airmail 
delivery should enquire as to the cost at the 
address below, listing the issues required. 

To order, clearly list the required issue num- 
bers and send them, along with your full name. 
‘and address and a cheque or postal order for 
the full payment made payable to ACE magazine, 
to; ACE Back Issues, PO Box 500, Leicester 
LE99 6AA. 





+ ACE CONFERENCES give you the only oppor- 
tunity to meet software houses and talk to them 
about their games. Lunch is supplied and admis- 
sion is free to subscribers - who also receive pri- 
оу allocation. ACE readers have already visited 
Domarkilssue 34), Activision (Issue 36) and 
Mirrorsoft. |АСЕ37) 

* ASAT (AVIONICS SITUATIONAL AWARE- 
NESS TRAINER), combat flight simulator for the 
US Air Force by Perceptronics. Uses Falcon soft- 
ware by Spectrum Holobyte/Mirrorsoft. Features 
include: networking for mult-player action, tactile 
feedback and fingertip weapon selection. 
[АСЕ14] 

* BATMAN DIGITAL JUSTICE is the world's first 
interactive hypercomic by Pepe Moreno. "Digital 
is the art medium of the future." [ACE 30]. 

* BATTLETECH, "the world's first complete 
computer simulation for play", featuring mult 
player cockpits equipped with 40Mhz 16 milion 
colour graphics processors, stereo spatial sound 
and lifelike controls as you command 31st centu- 
ту Mechs. [АСЕ2В] 

* BIT BOPPER, the world's first total audiovisu- 
al entertainment system by Technation. Alex 
Вок cyberscratch bittripper packs twin 32bit 
decks, Sony erasable optical disc and custom- 
made video samplers. [АСЕ19] 

* CD- (Compact Disc Interactive] is destined to 
become the entertainment and education med 
um of the 905. [ACE9/21/22/24/32/33/35]. 
Check out Issue 30 for multimedia principles 
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Not hip to Hypergames? 
Feeling confused by СО-1? 
Mind's а void when it 

comes to VOOGs? 
ACE has the answer.. 


(hypermedia in particular) and issue 24 for a pre- 
View of the Phiips СОЧ system. 

* СОТУ, Commodore's attempt to bring muti 
media to the mass-market. An Amiga with buitin 
CD-ROM drive and CD-audio capability, 
redesigned to look like а VCR. [АСЕЗ4] 

* COSMIC OSMO, the world s first hypergame 
courtesy of Cyan Software/Activision. Check out 
issue 23 for the first review, issue 24 for a fea 
ture on hypergames, and issue 30 for general 
hypermda coverage. New Osmo CD-ROM ver- 
sion featured in issue 36. 

* DUNE, the world's first hypergame creator by 
CRL. |АСЕЗОІ 

* DUNGEON MASTER, seminal 949 ACE Rated 
fantasy role-playing game by FTL/Mirrorsoft. 
(ACES) 

* FLARE TECHNOLOGY, trio of talented 
Cambridge-based games hardware engineers. 
Their custom-designed Flare One micro formed 
the basis of the Konix console. (ACE11) 

* FUJITSU FM TOWNS, a 32bit 16 milhon 
colour computer with builtin CO-ROM drive. № 
you bought ACE 31 you could have won опе! 
АСЕ2Л 

+ HYPERGAMES like Cosmic Osmo and Batman 
Digital Justice are paving the way for CD4 enter- 
tainment. (АСЕ24/30) 

* INMOS FLIGHT SIMULATOR, the world's first 
mulolayer Transputer game running at 23 
frames per second on 11 Transputers. АСЕЛ 

* INTEGRATED FLIGHT AND ENTERTAIN- 
MENT SERVICES SYSTEM, Plessey's answer 
10 boring plane journeys - video games displayed 
‘on the seat in front of you. [ACE25] 

* INTERACTIVE VIDEO TAPE, an alternative to 
CD4. ACE26) 

* JOYSTICKS, fortunately ACE hasn't been des- 
perate enough to write a joystick review in three 
years! 

* KONIX CONSOLE, а powerful British console 
with revolutionary builtin joystick controller which 
could change into a steering wheel, motorbike 
handle or aeroplane yoke. Ultimately failed due 
to a lack of marketing money. Rumours suggest 
a new buyer is interested. [ACE 18/25] 

* LIGHTSPEED SPRITES, three researchers. 
from Carnegie Mellon University, USA have devel 
oped an algorithm enabling them to generate 
graphical simulations of objects seen travelling 
at 99% of the speed of light. [ACE3A] 








* MEDIA LAB, Boston-based research institute. 
with one simple brief - invent the future. People 
at this Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
(MIT) facility are working on computer generated 
holograms, interactive computer newspapers 
and virtual reality marmachine interfaces. 
ТАСЕ9Ј 

* NEO-GEO, a new home: and arcade based 
games console from SNK in Japan, with storage. 
capacity for 64Mb games cartridges and IC card 
Capability. ACE gave you an exclusive chance to 
win one in issue 34. (АСЕЗ2/34] 

* POPULOUS, highly invvential 963 ACE-Rated 
arcade strategy game by Bullrog/Electronic 
Arts, JACE18/19} 

* RENDERMAN, the unique 30 graphics system 
by Pixar which creates polygons with photorealis 
tic detail, |АСЕ35) 

* SIM CITY, another influential 945 ACE Rated. 
game - the urban simulator by Maxis 
Software/nlogrammes. See also SIM EARTH by 
Maxis Software/Ocean іп ACE 35. (ACE24] 

= THEATRE SIMULATOR, Walt Disney's hitech 
theme park ride come fight simulator based 
around the movie magic of Star Wars. 
Experience it for yourself at Disney's theme 
parks in California, Florida, Japan or Paris (in 
1992). IACE27) 

* TURBOEXPRESS, currently the best colour 
handheld console - a portable version of the NEC 
PC Engine, fully compatible with existing games 
cartridges. (ACE35] 

= ULTIMA VI, 950 ACE Rated fantasy roleplaying 
game from Ongin/Mindscape. (АСЕЗ1/33] 

* VOOGs (Voice Operated Online Games) use 
voice recognition technology to allow spoken 
commands by the caller. The ACE Interactive 
News Line utilises similar voice tech. Just dial 
0898 555563. Calls cost 38p per minute peak, 
25р per minute off-peak, (ACEI 1} 

= ZARCH, influential 979 ACE Rated shoot emvup 
by David Braben using а new solid 3D viewpoint. 
(ACES) 


TNT - 


IT'S DYNAMITE 


Theres another very good reason to check out 

back Issues - because they could help you rach 

that game that's got you climbing up the walls 
ing hair out of the dog. There 

pages of tricks. tactics and. — 

ing his way through 

lish the TNT Gamesbusting Guide plete 

database of all the games we've covered ін 





HOW ТО PLACE YOUR ENTRY 


АП you have to do is send off the form below, together with your payment; 
Entries to the Pink Pages cost just £6.00 each. (Except for helpline which is free). 
* The maximum is 20 words except for Helpline. (Helpline entries can be extended to 
100 words max — use another sheet of paper if necessary). 
* The service is NOT open to trade advertisers. 
* We will print your advertisement in the first available issue. 
* Entries which could be interpreted as encouraging software piracy will not be accepted. 






























































3 
| ENTRY FORM | 
| POST ТО: ACE Readers Page, Category of entry: Write your Advertisement here, one word per box. ! 
Emap B+CP, Priory Court, Include your name, address and phone number if. | 
130-32 Farringdon Lane, Helpline. For Sale YOU want them printed. | 
iLondon ЕСІН ЗАЦ. Wanted Pen Pals i 
User Groups Other | H 

Please place my ad in the | 
eee available issue of ACE. Method of Payment | 

Н i 

| | 

| ime өө (cheque РО. | 
\ddress. | 

! 

Please make cheques апа | { 

postal orders payable to T | | | 

ACE MAGAZINE. | | 

! 
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IMPRESSIONS 
INTERFACE 
IMPEX .... 
STIVOSOFT 
K&M .... 
LOGOTRON 
34 MIDLAND GAMES .. 
39 MINDSCAPE... 













CONSOLE SUPPLIE: 
CLS.. 
















CONSOLE QUEST .135 МІКЕОВ5ОЕТ 99 
CHIOCE MICROPROSE .. SOFTWARE CITY қ 
..-26,27,70,71,83,90,106,101 | SOFTSELLERS.. 50,157 








MICROSMAR STATE OF THE ART. .163 








ELECTRONIC ARTS 
ELECRONIC 700. 
EVESHAM ..... 
EUROMAX.. 
ELECTRACOIN.. 





m 6,50,51,52,72,76,84,85 
WORLDWIDE. „125 





PSYGNOSIS 
110,11 PREMIER. 

















ALOHA ACTIVISION 


ctivision, the veteran American software 

house, has decided to stop supporting 

the Amiga, ST, Spectrum, C64 and CPC. 
Instead the company will concentrate on the PC, 
Nintendo Entertainment System, Gameboy, 
‘Super Famicom and Compact Disc projects. 
Activision's UK operation in Reading has been 
immediately cut from 34 to 10 personnel, and 
there wil be only two people working for 
‘Activision UK by January 1991. 

Although this decision is a shock, the rea- 
‘sons for it have been on the cards for years. 
Activision US, now called Mediagenic, lost nearly 
520 million dollars last year, and is facing а $6 
milion dollar bil after losing a long and embit- 
tered court battle with Magnavox. This Philips 
subsidiary has successfully claimed copyright 
infringement on a video game from the early 
eighties. Activision also spent milions of dollars 
buying prestigious adventure developer, 
Infocom, only to close it down earlier this year. 
Mediagenic is beleved to be up for sale, but 
customers have been thin on the ground. 

The whole situation is very sad. Activsion has 
sold some great games in the past. It started in 
the early 80/5 producing video games car- 
tridges for the Atari VCS. David Crane's Pitfall 
probably being its best console release. A 
Switch to micros in the mid 80's brought even 
greater success with the classic Pastfinder, brik 
lant Hero and playable River Raid ~ plus my per- 
sonal favourite, Park Patrol 

Actvision produced two of the most original 
computer games ever (Alter Ego and Little 
‘Computer People) and, in 1984, one of the best 
seling computer games ever, Ghostbusters, 

Other Activision titles include: Allens, 
Predator, R-Type, Afterburner, Warhead, 
Hammerfist, Rampage, Galaxy Force ll, Power 
Drift, Mechwarrior, Howard the Duck, Hacker, 
Die Hard and Ghostbusters ll. 

Activison UK also handled System Three, 
Sierra OnLine and Lucasfilm games in the past 
including: The Last Ninja, K+, Leisure Suit 
Larry, Rescue on Fractalus, Koronis Rift, The 
Eidolon and Ballblazer. 


PLAYING GAMES FOR BRITAIN'S FUTURE 
The success of Britain's future business 
depends on you - the dedicated games playing 
public. According to a recent report by ће MSC 
(Manpower Services Commission), British indus- 
‘ty should harness your interest and enthusiasm 
for Advanced Computer Entertainment, to pre- 
pare you for dealing with mechanismo for the 
rest of your working Не. 

So the next time you're playing 


END 


HALLOWEEN COMPETITION 
TOKEN 

Cut out this token and stick оп a postcard 

with the answer to the question asked in 

last month's issue. If you win the Origin 

Halloween Competition with this token youl 


get an extra £500 spending money! See 
ACE 36 for further detais. batteries by swapping the batteries in 
friends Walkman." 


ACE HALLOWEEN 
TOKEN 


MAKE A DATE IN YOUR DIARY 
the universe. The European Computer 





ог Gloc in the arcades, keep an eye out for 
‘scout from BP, Barclays Bank or British Airways. 


HANDHELD HELP 
A Reader has written іп with a handy tip for 
Gameboy and Lynx owners spending too much 
money on AA batteries. “Save money buying new 


Don't forget CES... "the greatest gameshow in 


ACE HAPPY HOUR HOTLINE 


‘You've already met the new ACES on the magazine, David 
Upchurch (top) and Alex Ruranaki in the beginning of the ali 
new Pink Pages. Now you can actually speak to these self-con- 
essed games addicts via our special ACE HAPPY HOUR HOTLINE, 

‘Are you stuck on the th level of Moon Megablasters 1? What 
‘Games is ACE playing this week? Whith video games console 
‘should you buy? When will the Fujitsu FM Towns. NEC PC Engine 
or Nintendo Super Famicom become vfficially available in the 
UK? Have you got any questions regarding Advanced Computer 
Entertainment? 


АСЯ has all he answers. Just call our HAPPY HOUR HOTLINE 
л 073 291 6222 and ask for Dovid or Ales. The Hotline ir open 
Monday-Friday from Spm-épm (it will temporarily «love every 
month during the ACE deadline period). Sorry, we cannot accept 
‘alls outside the Happy Hour. 
‘And while we're talking FACES. we thought it was a pretty 
‘of affairs that although us editorial chaps get our 
‘magazine, the man who puts them there doesn't. 
We theretore trust our female readers will apreciate the likeness 
below of Art Editor Jim Willis, who - and no kidding here - has 
done зө much work on ACE over the past few months. 





Entertainment Show is the only show dedicated 
to the latest in games software and hardware 
from the leading brand names. Enjoy the live 
entertainment. Meet your favourite celebrities. 
‘Maybe even appear on TV. Try out the newest 
games and equipment from some of the biggest 
‘names in the industry including Commodore, 
‘Sega, Nintendo, Amstrad, Ocean, Mirrorsoft, US. 


Defender 


Gold, Virgin/Mastertronic, Domark, Gremlin and 
Accolade. Contribute to Childline charity, Visit 
Living Room of the Future, sponsored by ACE." 

CES, Earls Court, London, 15-16 September, 
10am6pm, see you there! 


your 


LN 


It all seems so easy, А841 Qm b даре оће, 
EA | ее 
micro or your partner, \ yoUWergotjcoptrolof thogesbricks 
at this hideously mind L j willyoureveilét go? 

іп game. 
Special blocks will give you extra lives... GREAT!... but believe me, you'll need 
to take every advantage of this software's hardware! You'll need the skill of a 
Rubi-Cube master and the reflexes of a pigeon at a skeet shoot! Plot your move, 
take aim and block ‘em out... It’s that simple... as simple as grilling ice cubes! 





FROM THE CREATORS OF 


Laer Бш Ше ПУ г 
LU VE ЗЛЕ Ба БИР ый SS 


WINNER OF THE IN DIN AWARD FOR THE BEST OVERSEAS GAÑE 
м 





Operation Stealth is th. 
‘exclusive Cinematiqu 





ITITITIIIIITIIIIIIITIIIIIITIIIIIII " 





© Entirely mouse-controlled. 
® Easy-to-use point-and-click interface. 
® Fully compatible with Ad-Lib and Roland 
und Cards (PC Version). 
® РС version features 256 colours (VGA). 
® Superb music produced in Delphine's 
in-house recording studio. 





DEINE SED 


0.5. Gold Ltd. Units 2/5, Holford Way, 
Holford, Birmingham B6 7AX. 
'elephone: 021-625-3383. 





AVAILABLE ON 
ATARI ST е AMIGA 
PC & COMPATIBLES. 





